
G
ra

ph
ic

 b
y 

B
ec

ky
 M

cI
nt

yr
e

PATTY CARMODY - GENERAL JEFF PAGE  R.I.P. - p.2

HOUSING
NOW

HOUSING
IS A HUMAN RIGHT

C A T H O L I C



CATHOLIC AGITATOR / 1

SKID ROW IS 
HOME TO MANY

THE FIGHT TO PRESERVE SKID ROW
Since 2013, a faithful contingent of 
Skid Row activists, advocates, and 
residents have been coming together 
to ensure Los Angeles’ efforts to 
rezone downtown L.A. do not dispose 
of the Skid Row community, which 
has been the desire of many investors 
and developers for decades. In par-
ticipating, the L.A. Catholic Worker 
has had the chance to join this bril-
liant and dedicated community—the 
Skid Row Now and 2040 Coalition—
in learning Skid Row’s history as 
well as the complexities of city codes 
and land use processes so as to en-
sure those who have long made Skid 
Row their home are prioritized. 
   The following is an excerpt from 
Catherine Gudis’ soon-to-be- pub-
lished paper, Containment and 
Community: A White Paper on the 
History of Skid Row and its Role 
in the Downtown Community Plan. 
We aim to publish more from this 
paper and about our work in the next 
Agitator, but invite you to learn more 
at our coalition’s website: 
www.lapovertydept.org/skid-row-
now-and-2040/

By CATHERINE GUDIS

The City of Los Angeles is 
currently determining the 
fate of affordable housing 
in the downtown area. The 

central question is: Will all strata of 
community be part of the Commu-
nity Plan, and gain access to hous-
ing as a human right, or only those 
whose property ownership grants 
them such rights? 
   In recent deliberations around these 
issues, history has been deployed 
erroneously. Continuing to do so 
runs risks of dismantling the existing 
social infrastructure and multiracial 
community and diminishing the 
greatest potential for low-income 
housing in Skid Row.
   History reveals that de-concentrat-
ing poverty by inducing displace-
ment and dispersion does not solve 
the problems of poverty.  Rather, 
it divorces people from their com-
munities and means of survival. The 
DTLA 2040 Community Plan has 
the potential to serve as a model for 
the rest of the city by embracing and 
innovating strategies.
   In 1972, city planners declared 
most of downtown Los Angeles an 
urban renewal area…[and sought to 
erase Skid Row using a plan funded 
by business interests] known by its 
gleaming cover as the “Silver Book.” 
[Political interests wanted Skid 
Row] determined as blighted, taken 
through eminent domain, and sold

Morris, and others] recognized the 
opportunity to insert community 
voice into the proceedings [and so 
drafted a community plan dubbed 
the “Blue Book.”] It created a zone 
where market-rate housing was not 
permitted; rather, the construction 
of new low-income housing was 
allowable from the west side of San 
Pedro Street to the east side of Main 
Street. In short, the Blue Book saved 
and augmented the housing and 
services in Skid Row, creating what 
today remains the greatest density of 
low-income housing and networks of 
social services in the city, as well as 
fifty years of community expertise, 
resiliency, and support regarding hu-
man issues associated with poverty. 
   As reported by sociologist Dr. 
Ronald C. Vander Kooi, the concen-
tration of services and “social setting 
where men can find ‘membership and 
companionship’ when they would 
find it nowhere else” pointed towards 
the necessity to preserve and promote 
community development in Skid Row. 
The Blue Book suggested “Skid Row” 
is not going to go away by praying 
over it, or wishing it away, or even by 
physically destroying it; there must 
be a comprehensive program…There 
must be firm commitments on the part 
of the City, County, and CRA [Com-
munity Redevelopment Agency].”
   Despite all problematic implica-
tions of “containment,” there is no 
disputing that the plan saved low-
income housing. [Unfortunately, it 
also] kept property values within its 
boundaries lower than what sur-
rounded, making it ripe for later 
development and displacement of 
low-income residents, as we continue 
to see today, and as the DTLA 2040 
Community Plan risks expediting. 
   In the intervening decades since 
1976, the Blue Book has been inad-
equate to [address] the rise of “new 
homelessness” [resulting from the]...
combined impacts of deindustrializa-
tion, privatization of health care, and 
catastrophic disinvestment in urban, 
and especially multiracial, neighbor-
hoods and in social services through-
out the city (and country) in the late 
1970s and 1980s.
   Soon, police became the “primary 
government agents tasked with ad-
dressing homelessness, mental 
illness, substance abuse, and unem-
ployment.” While policing has been 
employed within the boundaries 
of the 1976 “containment plan” to 
criminalize impoverished people, 
the solution to this problem is not to 
disperse the people or to disparage
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off to the highest bidder for “redevel-
opment.” Would the case of Bunker 
Hill be repeated, where low-income 
people had been displaced but not re-
housed, and where rentals were now 
“beyond the reach of even moderate-
income people,” and the poor pushed 
into already crowded areas of [L.A.]?
   [When the chance came for public 
input, Jeff Dietrich, Catherine
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the place as an “open-air prison,” but 
rather to provide shelter, restrooms, 
washing stations, garbage cans, and 
trash removal.
   Other essential components of the 
1976 plan remained unfulfilled. Im-
portantly, the Blue Book had stressed 
that “it is essential to provide satel-
lite centers of the same comprehen-
siveness in such areas as Venice and 
Westlake on a smaller scale.” This 
did not occur.                                  Ω

Catherine Gudis is an Associate Pro-
fessor of History at U.C. Riverside. 
She wrote this White Paper while a 
scholar in residence at L.A. Poverty 
Department’s Skid Row History 
Museum & Archive.

PATTY 
CARMODY 
1932-2021

By MARTHA SCARBROUGH-
LEWIS

Patty first encountered The 
Catholic Worker newspaper 
in the home of her husband’s 
parents as a young bride, 

and she was hooked. A few years 
later as a suburban mother of young 
children she hosted Ammon Hennacy 
on a speaking tour in her town in 
the Pacific Northwest. She kept the 
Catholic Worker in her heart through-
out the years through moves, which 
eventually brought the Carmody fam-
ily to Santa Clarita, California. 
   Shortly after her husband’s death, 
Patty signed up for the summer pro-
gram at the L.A.C.W. and enjoyed it 
so much she repeated the experience 
the following year. After her retire-
ment she joined the community as a 
part-time community member.  
   But make no mistake. Patty was 
a full-time giver. She really loved 
the people at the Hippie Kitchen in 
the same unconditional and affirm-
ing way she loved her community 
members. 
   Her home in Santa Clarita became 
a warm and peaceful sanctuary, 
filled with music and the smells of 
delicious food for so many Catholic 
Workers. She introduced us to her 
beloved hills where she walked every 
day until nearly the end of her life. 
She was a supportive and beloved 
friend to the L.A.C.W. Sister Houses. 
   Her life was, I believe, defined 
by both service and joy. She loved 
young people and before her retire-
ment she was a special education 
teacher. 
   Then, in addition to serving at the 
Kitchen, she worked closely with Fr. 
Greg Boyle, of Homeboy Industries, 
to prepare boys at a juvenile deten-
tion camp to receive the sacraments. 
Her special sympathy for these boys 
later evolved into a prison outreach. 
Men who wrote to the Catholic 
Worker seeking a pen pal received a 
return letter and stamps from Patty.  

This grew into an enormous project, as 
she made lifelong friends with many 
of these prisoners, writing personal 
letters and remembering birthdays. 
Word of mouth led to this “simple” 
project growing and she wrote literally 
hundreds of letters each month. 
   One of her pen pals, a very special 
friend, is on death row in San Quen-
tin. Patty has always been adamantly 
opposed to the death penalty and this 
friendship further inspired her. She 
worked very closely with California Peo-
ple of Faith Working Against the Death 
Penalty and instituted a monthly vigil in 
favor of abolition for the L.A.C.W. 
   The other cause dearest, I believe, to 
her heart was peace and nuclear resis-
tance. She vigiled and provided prison 
support for resistors. Then after her 
second retirement, this time from the 
L.A.C.W., and in response to the Iraq 
War, she founded the Santa Clarita 
chapter of Grandmothers for Peace. 
It is worth noting that Santa Clarita 
is a fairly conservative community 
and vigilers there suffered plenty of 
scorn and threatening language.   
   Patty offers us a model for living 
a deep and generous life.  She was 
always open to new ideas and experi-
ences. During the time we knew her 
she studied Yoga, Tai Chi, Spanish, 
drawing, mythology, Reiki, cooking, 
and probably a lot more.  
   She loved nature and made a beau-
tiful garden in the poor soil and harsh 
environment of Santa Clarita.  Her 
house was filled with art and good 
books. She was part of a book club 
until just before her passing. And she 
prayed for all of us, that we would 
be well and that the Kingdom of God 
would come.  Her passing leaves a 
tremendous hole for many people, 
but we do know that she is with us in 
spirit.                                               Ω

PATTY CARMODY–
¡PRESENTE!

GENERAL JEFF 
PAGE - R.I.P.

By MIKE WISNIEWSKI

Skid Row has lost a beloved 
community leader and activist 
with the passing of General 
Jeff (Page), who passed away 

on October 21, 2021 due to heart 
issues.
   General Jeff (whose name refers to 
his willingness to tackle any prob-
lem, like high-ranking military com-
manders do) was a fierce leader in 
the fight for housing and services for 
L.A.s Skid Row population. He was 
also known as the unofficial mayor 
of Skid Row.
   In the 80s and 90s, General Jeff 
was involved in the hip-hop scene, 
most notably as a producer, deejay, 
background voice, a publicity man-
ager, and a bodyguard, and he also 
did some writing. 

   In 2006, he ran into hard times and 
moved to Skid Row and became an 
activist, advocating for improving 
city policies towards the unhoused. 
   In 2008, he successfully ran for a 
seat on the Downtown Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council, where he 
served for six years, often coming 
into conflict with business leaders 
and Downtown residents trying to 
bring Skid Row into Downtown re-
vitalization efforts that threatened its 
largely homeless community. He was 
defeated in his campaign for a fourth 
term in 2014. He then attempted to 
form the Skid Row Neighborhood 
Council that was later defeated by 
downtown voters.
   He and another Row resident 
launched the Positive Movement, a 
paradigm shift asking Skid Row resi-
dents to reclaim their section of the 
city as a functioning neighborhood, 
rather than a containment zone. By 
offering more activities, the Positive 
Movement provided alternatives to 
drugs and other undesirable activi-
ties. They also started a campaign 
to clean the streets and get broken 
streetlights repaired.
  General Jeff served on the Califor-
nia Office of Health Equity Advisory 
Committee where he spoke on behalf 
of Skid Row residents, and he served 
on the L.A. County Integrated Advi-
sory Board and chaired a subcommit-
tee on homelessness. He also created 
the very popular “3 on 3 Basketball 
League” in Gladys Park, and in 2012 
he organized the Occupy Skid Row 
Music Festival with Public Enemy 
as the headliner. The event brought 
more public awareness to homeless 
issues and it was held outside our 
soup kitchen.
  Jeff also won a lawsuit filed against 
him by the LAPD that he believed 
was a conspiracy by the department 
due to his activism for the unhoused 
and Black Lives Matter. 
   Through his efforts, he became one 
of the loudest and most recognizable 
voices for a population that is one of 
the most oppressed and often goes 
unrecognized. His legacy will endure 
in the ongoing fight for justice and 
dignity for unhoused people. He is 
sorely missed.                                 Ω                                          
GENERAL JEFF – ¡PRESENTE!

REMEMBERING 
A FRIEND

The following was a eulogy shared 
at the memorial service for long-time 
community member Jesse Love Lewis 
by community member Demetrius 
Martin.

By DEMETRIUS MARTIN

I met Jesse in 1998 at Gladys Park, 
when I first came to L.A. We be-
came friends, you know, playing 
dominoes, chess, and whatnot. 

   Jesse soon joined the community. 
He asked me to come on Sundays 
and help him do coffee at the Hippie 
Kitchen. But during that time, I
was going through something, pretty 
much living in a box. But being 
around Jesse, and with people in the 
garden, listening to good people, that 
box started to peek open a little bit. 
   Later in the evening, at the coffee 
zone, Jesse would come to me and 
joke with me about people asking 
me, could I talk? I was always quiet. 
Eventually, the box started to open 
up. I started communicating with
people, so Jesse was a big part of that. 
   I spent time talking to him about 
different things, and life in general, 
because I was going through a lot. 
You know, I locked myself in a box 
over the years and shut the world out. 
But I really appreciate Jesse being 
there for me, reaching out. 
   You know, I will be forever grate-
ful. I miss him. You all have become 
a big part of my life, I am also grate-
ful for that. 
   I guess the garden has become a 
big part of my life because that is 
actually when I started to open up 
to life, really accepting people. This 
is why I spent so much time down 
there. Matt, Susan, Jan always ask 
me, “When are you gonna take some 
time off?” Being in the garden is my 
time off, that is my own quiet space, 
you know, a chance to get away from 
it all and think. So it is my time off. 
   Thank you all for letting me share 
this. Miss Martha, best of luck to 
you. He had to be the happiest man 
in the world to have you by his side. 
I really loved him.                           Ω                         
  
Demetrius Martin is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member.  

CELEBRANT’S 
FLAME

Book Review:
Celebrant’s Flame: Daniel Berrigan 
in Memory and Reflection
By Bill Wylie-Kellermann
Cascade Books, 2021, 188 pages, $23.

By MIKE WISNIEWSKI

Just when it was thought that 
everything that could possibly 
be said about and by Daniel 
Berrigan was already published, 

Bill Wylie-Kellermann believed 
otherwise and wrote yet another 
pertinent book, Celebrant’s Flame, 
which has a Forward by Dan’s niece, 
Frida Berrigan, and an Afterward by 
Kateri Boucher, a new generation 
Catholic Worker in Detroit, where 
Bill has been involved for decades.
   At the outset, I maintain that if you 
are looking for that personal story of 
someone who forms a relationship 
with one of our modern-day prophets, 
an insightful teacher and poet, and 
one of the most holy and profound 
human beings in modern history that 
was Dan Berrigan, then this is a book 
you will enjoy and treasure.

Continued on page 6
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ANOTHER WAY
By MIKE WISNIEWSKI

On January 2, when the 
Church celebrated the feast 
of the Epiphany (the mani-
festation of Jesus Christ as 

Messiah, Son of God, to the Gentile 
Magi from the east—contemporary 
Iraq), the gospel narrative describes 
how, after the Magi met with Herod 
and ascertained where the newborn 
king of the Jews was to be born, they 
set forth following the gleaming 
luminous star, and when they found 
this child, became jubilant and offered 
their gifts and paid homage to this 
newborn king, who was born in meek-
ness. They then received a message 
in a dream not to return to Herod, 
as he required, so they departed for 
their country by another way. 
   The following passages in Mat-
thew’s gospel reveal that Joseph, too, 
received a message in a dream to go 
another way, to flee with Mary and 
Jesus to Egypt, for Herod was livid 
for being deceived by the Magi, and 
ordered the massacre of all boys two 
years and younger in Bethlehem 
and the surrounding area. They were 
to travel by another way to escape 
Herod’s imperial ruthlessness, so that 
another way could later be estab-
lished and revealed by Jesus. 
   Not so strangely, all empires over

the millennia bear out Herod-like per-
sonas: fearful, self-seeking, rapacious, 
hardhearted, cruel, and vindictive, 
among other qualities. This is what 
worldly imperial rule is about. Which 
is the exact opposite of God’s eternal 
empire, the nonviolent and merciful 
Kin-dom this newborn king of the Jews 
would live and teach. The implication 
being, as the Magi and Holy Family 
demonstrate, there is another way, 
and that we too, as Christians, must 
also opt for it in the midst of empire.
   Psalm 72 is a prayer for such 
leadership, for such a nation, and to 
its God, its Savior. A nation, and its 
leader, that upholds justice and right 
judgment. That defends the op-
pressed, and saves the impoverished 
children from the oppressor’s hand. 
That welcomes the stranger, rescues 
the poor when they cry out, and will 
do whatever necessary to provide 
housing for the unhoused, univer-
sal healthcare, quality childcare, 
superior education, and meaningful 
employment with living wages and 
benefits. That rejects immoral and 

to be done. We do not walk this jour-
ney unaided. YHWH’s presence,
companionship, and grace are un-
shakeable gifts. 
   As individuals, families, communi-
ties, and as a society, the Spirit is pres-
ent to guide us. All we need do is be 
alert, seek humility to accept support 
and guidance in times of tribulation 
and need, have compassion toward 
all (particularly the most vulnerable), 
and remain strong in faith and hope, 
the greatest enemy of the powers that 
be—the principalities and powers, the 
oppressors who rule over empire. 
   Faith and hope are the initiators of 
change and the power of transforma-
tion. Above all, faith and hope means 
believing and persevering in spite of 
the evidence and watching the evi-
dence transform. Then, one day, every 
nation on earth will adore the compas-
sionate, nurturing, and liberating God 
of creation who rescues us from evil. Ω

Mike Wisniewski is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member, 
and co-editor of the Agitator.

.

. ˘

vile capitalism and the economic in-
equality it generates. That places the 
utmost priority on the common good 
over military preeminence, nuclear 
weapons, corporate greed, and tax 
cuts for the rich. Makes reparations 
for the wrong done to others. And 
places the climate emergency and 
subsequent catastrophes as preemi-
nent priorities.
   Yes, these, and more, are another 
way of living—God’s way. There-
fore, if YHWH’s primary characteris-
tics are justice (mišpat) and righ-
teousness (sedaqâ), that permeate the 
Psalm (and other parts of the Bible), 
should we not, as believers in this 
newborn king of the Jews, the Prince 
of Peace, also promote and uphold 
justice, righteousness, and peace-
making as our way in this nation?
   Epiphany is a prompt, a reminder 
that our responsibility is to turn to-
ward and categorically choose another 
way—the way YHWH set forth, the 
way Jesus taught, including becoming 
a peacemaker, a mandate of our faith, 
and seek and rely on the Spirit for 
the grace, wisdom, guidance, and the 
strength to move forward. 
   We are not alone. YHWH promises 
to always be with us in all situations 
and to help us figure things out, make 
decisions, and accomplish what needs
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THE SEARCH FOR DIGNIFIED 
HOUSING

By HANNAH PETERSEN

Drive around downtown Los 
Angeles and look up to see 
the high-rises of luxury 
units that sit vacant, and 

then look down at the Angelenos 
who sleep on the streets outside. 
   This inhumane and senseless reality 
makes it obvious that we must invest 
energy and attention into the housing 
needs of our unhoused neighbors.  
But their housing needs are just the 
tip of the iceberg of a deeper prob-
lem: there is not enough affordable 
housing in L.A. for too many. 
   Workers are one of the many 
communities impacted by the lack 
of affordable housing. These are the 
people who clean the city’s high-ris-
es, stock our stores, cook and serve 
our food, and upkeep the homes of 
families like mine. It sadly took a 
pandemic to even begin to recog-
nize that these folks are essential to 
keeping our society running and our 
families alive. But do we have any 
idea what their lives look like outside 
of this work? 
   My pandemic experience has 
included getting to know just some 
of the many workers of Los Angeles, 
putting names and faces to the stories 
I had heard and the statistics that 
broke my heart. 
   Tomás, a cook, handicapped from 
multiple workplace accidents, lives 
in a walk-in closet in the Pico Union 
area.
   Roberto, a busser, has a living 
room that doubles as the bedroom for 
his five children in Koreatown.
   Sara, a room attendant, works two 
full-time jobs since the death of her 
husband. She shares a room with 
her mother and replaced the dining 
room table with a bed for her son in 
Filipinotown. 
   While some workers hang on to 
their L.A. housing by a shoestring, 
others have been pushed out by rising 
rents, stagnant wages, and the hope 
for more dignified housing. This ex-
perience, though, comes with a cost.
   Joseph, a gardener, lives in a beau-
tiful home - thanks to the generosity 
of Habitat for Humanity -  that he 
could only afford to build in Lyn-
nwood where he commutes two hours 
to and from work by bus each day.  
   Monica, a room attendant, lives 
two hours east of Los Angeles in 
a mobile home park at the base of 
the mountains and makes the same 
bumper-to-bumper commute each 
morning alongside the other invisible 
workers that keep this city running. 
   Willy, a bellman, worked two jobs 
for decades to buy a home with a 
yard. He could only afford to buy in 
Palmdale, more than 60 miles from 
the heart of Los Angeles.
   Mimi, a room attendant, takes the 
train from her spacious Palmdale 
house to downtown Los Angeles, 
then backtracks 15 miles on a dif-

ferent rail, and ends walking the last 
stretch to work.  
   Luis, a bartender, spends the week-
nights sleeping in his car near work 
because the home he can afford for 
his family is several hours away in 
Adelanto.
   Tomás, Roberto and Sara are 
forced to live in cramped buildings 
that do not offer their families space 
to flourish in exchange for a shorter 
commute and access to the resources 
only a major city can provide.  
   Joseph, Monica, Willy, Mimi, and 
Luis each sacrifice over 43 days 
worth of commuting each year for a 
little more space for their families. 
While a roof over one’s head is a  
human right, these workers sacrifice 
(yet deserve) so much more. A roof 
alone does not guarantee time with 
loved ones, investment in your com-
munity, and opportunities to rest.
   As an organizer, most of my day 
is spent driving to these homes and 
getting to know their inhabitants. 
Feeling only a taste of solidarity on 
these drives, I think about my hous-
ing experiences in L.A. As a white 
family with two union-incomes, my 
family was able to buy a house (with 
two yards) in the heart of the city. 
   I am often shocked, but never 
surprised, by the different pressures 
and stresses facing these workers 
compared to what my family encoun-
tered. Yet I find hope in the midst 
of it all. Not only are these workers 
fighting for wages that will allow 
them to live with dignity in Los An-
geles, but they are also fighting for 
sustainable systems that will work 
for all Angelenos, especially for the 
overlooked and unheard. 
   These workers spearheaded a 
return-to-work law that requires hos-
pitality employers to offer reemploy-
ment when the pandemic subsides 
after a disastrous year. These workers 
have joined the struggles for fair 
and equitable long-term housing and 
jobs as our city gears up for a 2028 
Olympic games. These workers are 
preparing to canvas for a law that 
requires any hotel development that 
tears down housing to replace every 
lost unit. 
   Being a human entitles us to hous-
ing. But more than that, being a hu-
man entitles us to thriving and flour-
ishing. How can you flourish when 
you spend too many hours driving 
to and from work? How can you 
flourish when you have to live on 
top of your family with little space 
to spread your wings? We must get 
our unhoused neighbors into safe and 
dignified housing because when the 
least of these are housed in dignity, 
these workers, like the rest of us, 
surely will be too.                           Ω

Hannah Petersen lives with the Los 
Angeles Catholic Worker and works 
as a labor organizer with Unite 
HERE Local 11. 

MISSION PROJECT UPDATE
By MATT HARPER

F        or those intrigued by our 
attempts to dig into a more 
complicated California 
Catholic Mission system his-

tory, and challenge the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles’ San Gabriel Mis-
sion 250th Anniversary Jubilee Year 
celebration, here is a brief update on 
where things stand: 
   On November 21, during Native 
American Heritage Month, about 50

screens of faces gathered for the first 
virtual session in our Reckoning with 
Our Mission Histories series. Guided 
by the insights of Ched Myers and 
Elaine Enns, participants had the 
chance to begin what we hope will 
be a long process of reflection and 
action in addressing the legacies of 
the California Mission system.
   Specifically in this first session 
(Healing Haunted Histories: How
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HOW TO HOUSE 7,000 PEOPLE 
IN SKID ROW 

By JOHN MALPEADE

On the south wall of the Skid 
Row History Museum is a 
66- by 18-foot mural. It is 
an aerial view of Donald J. 

Trump’s Palos Verdes golf course. 
The mural was an element of The 
Back 9, a 2017 performance and in-
stallation project by the Los Angeles 
Poverty Department in collaboration 
with Rosten Woo. (FYI: The mural 
was designed and realized by Dimitri 
Kadiev and Megan Ramsey of the 
L.A. Catholic Worker.) 
   On the north wall of the museum 
is a 66- x 18-foot installation called 
How to House 7,000 People in Skid 
Row, a 2020 project and a continua-
tion of The Back 9.
   Each wall is an element of an on-
going artistic and community organ-
izing effort to ensure the new Down-
town Community Plan likely to be 
signed off on by L.A. City Council in 
2022 will reflect the aspirations of the 
current residents of Skid Row. This 
process requires community input. 
   In making The Back 9, we made 
sure that this process would include 
the voices of Skid Row. We invited 
the Department of City Planning to 
come to our space and explain their 
plan to the Skid Row community. 
They did, and then we invited them 
to come and play our “zoning and 
land use”-themed miniature golf 
course that was the centerpiece 
of The Back 9 installation. They 
also did that. This began what has 
become an on-going relationship 
with members of the Planning De-
partment, through which they have 
begun to know Skid Row community 
members, and begun to incorporate 
their concerns into their planning.
   After The Back 9, a grassroots 
coalition of organizations (including 
the L.A.C.W., L.A. Poverty
Department, United Coalition East 
Prevention Project, and Los Angeles 
Community Action Network) and 
individual residents was formed to 
create and advocate for a plan deter-
mined by the desires of the Skid Row 
community. The plan, “Skid Row 
Now & 2040,” clearly articulates 
that the future should be designed to 
support the current community, not 
to displace them. At this point, 19 
recommendations from our plan have 
been incorporated into the City’s 
plan.
   Before the lockdown in March of 
2020, we opened a follow-up exhibi-
tion, How to House 7,000
People in Skid Row, created by artist 
Rosten Woo, in collaboration with 
urbanist Anna Kobara, and Hen-
riëtte Brouwers & John Malpede 
of the L.A. Poverty Department. 
We held two convenings (each with 
100 people in attendance) in which 
the Skid Row Now & 2040 Plan was 
presented and commented upon by 
housing activists, including Molly 
Rysman (Sheila Kuehl’s office), 
Doug Smith (Public Counsel) and 
Eric Ares (United Way).
   The Skid Row Now & 2040 plan 
identified funding sources for build-
ing housing for 7,000 people.
   The exhibition made these solutions
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graphically legible.
   In the exhibition a cube represents 
the dollar-generating value of each 
policy. It costs $500,000 to build one 
unit of affordable housing in Los 
Angeles. Building 7,000 units in the 
Skid Row neighborhood will cost 
3.5 billion dollars. By mixing and 
matching policies, exhibition attend-
ees could stack the cubes to create a 
column with a volume equal to the 
needed $3.5 billion. In doing
so, they create their own viable solu-
tion to the housing crisis in Skid Row.
   Let’s review. Woefully inadequate 
current policies:
   1. Prop HHH: $1.2 billion over 10 
years to build affordable housing in 
the City of Los Angeles.
   2. Prop H $460 million to pay for 
supportive services in affordable 
housing.
   3. Linkage fees paid by market 
rate developers to support affordable 
housing, $94 to $114 million dollars 
per year. (Do not despair. There are 
$30 billion dollars of private real 
estate development projects in the 
works for Downtown Los Angeles 
and the city’s DTLA 2040 Plan 
projects $58 billion of development 
between now and 2040.)
   Additional sources of income are 
identified in the Skid Row Now & 
2040 Plan:
   1. An Inclusionary Zoning ordi-
nance would require a certain per-
centage of new residential construc-
tion to be affordable to people with 
low incomes. Inclusionary zoning of 
20% of units already in the pipeline 
would result in 6,535 units of low-
income housing. Inclusionary zoning
uses market-rate development to 
pay for affordability. Changing Skid 
Row’s light manufacturing
zone into a housing zone will greatly 
boost land values. It is unconscionable 
not to dedicate some of this increased 
land value to creating affordable hous-
ing for people who are homeless.
   2. Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
tools create districts in which the 
additional tax revenues created when 
properties are developed go directly 
to the creation of low-income hous-
ing. A TIF would generate $10 mil-
lion to 1 billion a year –depending 
on the boundaries of the Tax Incre-
ment Financing Area.
   3. Vacancy Tax – $100 million dol-
lars per year (over ten years) by tax-
ing owners who leave units empty.
   Other proposed sources of funds 
for housing would need to be written 
into law, adopted by cities, states 
and /or the federal government:
   1. Public Housing. This would re-
quire repeal of the Faircloth Amend-
ment, which prohibits new public 
housing to be built if it results in a 
net increase to a PHA’s overall stock 
of housing. In other words, HUD 
cannot create new public housing 
units unless the agency demolishes 
or sells other units. Repealing this 
amendment would allow for the 
first expansion of public housing in 
decades, increasing the supply of 
homes available to extremely low-
income renters. 

THE ILLUSION OF A HOUSING PLAN 
By SUSAN CHASE DIETRICH

My friend Jason has been 
living in a Project Room-
key hotel since March of 
2021. His hope is to tran-

sition from this COVID-time homeless 
relief initiative into permanent housing 
before the federal program ends. 
Though he just received a Section 8 
housing certificate, he has only 45 
days to find an apartment before Proj-
ect Roomkey ends and sends all those 
without housing back to the streets. 
Finding a landlord who will accept 
Section 8 housing is no easy task. 
   When I last wrote, the number of 
unhoused individuals in Los Angeles 
city was 36,300; today that number 
has increased to 41,290 (and it may 
even be higher because the 2021 
count was cancelled due to COVID). 
All I know is that every day we serve 
at the Hippie Kitchen, I see more and 
more people that I have not seen be-
fore, leaving me to believe there are 
many more people who have been 
pushed into homelessness since 2019.
   This is very frustrating because 
we think we are going to make some 
headway in housing people, but more
people continue to lose their stable 
housing faster than we can house the 
current unhoused population.
   According to, the Los Angeles Times, 
the Los Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority (LAHSA) is rehousing 
more people than ever, but that does 
not keep up with the number of people 
who daily become homeless, Execu-
tive Director Heidi Marston said. “The 
challenge we have to remember is 
that every day on average 207 people 
make their way back into housing 
either with our help or on their own, 
and at the same time, 227 people are 
pushed into homelessness every day.”
   It is essential to recall the reason 
there are so many unhoused people 
on our streets, as our wise friend 
Alice Callaghan told the Los Angeles 
Times, back in 2015: 
   “There has been a systematic 
   dismantling of affordable 
   housing units on Skid Row, and 
   City Hall just let it happen. In the 
   1960’s there were 10,000 units of
   affordable housing, and back then a 
   General Relief check covered that 
   rent. By the 80’s there were 6,700  
   units, but now we have only 
   3,000 affordable housing units. If 
   you wonder why there are so many
   people camped on sidewalks it is 
   because we have eliminated their 
   housing. People are homeless
   because they don’t have housing. If 
   you eliminate the housing, you are 
   now saying the de facto housing
   for the homeless of the city for 
   decades will be on the sidewalks. 
   The homeless on Skid Row are not
   going to go anywhere—they have 
   nowhere to go. And their numbers 
   will increase.”
As Alice Callaghan predicted, we 
have more unhoused people on Skid 
Row today, and shamefully and tragi-
cally, they still have nowhere to go.
   In order to address the lack of af-
fordable housing, the people of Los 
Angeles voted on Proposition HHH 
in 2016 to create a $1.2 billion fund 
to build 10,000 units of affordable 
housing. Yet it turns out that building 
housing in Los Angeles takes a long, 
long, long time. It is also extremely 

costly. Here we are, six years later, 
with only 489 units completed. 
   I realize building housing takes 
time, but 489 units represents only 
1.2% of our unhoused population.
   We need to invest in affordable 
housing according to the scale of 
the problem. The Committee for a 
Greater Los Angeles offers a “useful 
analogy about scale: Think of the 
wildfires that consumed 1.25
million acres in California. It would 
be plainly absurd to view a team of 
firefighters attempting to put out the
fire armed with only one fire extin-
guisher. The clear inadequacy of 
such a response would be absurd, as
is our response to the housing and 
homelessness crisis ravaging the 
Southland.” 
   I believe the proponents of the 
HHH proposition had no clear plan 
for implementation. When asked what 
frustrated him most about the rollout 
of HHH, Miguel Santana, chair of the 
Proposition HHH Citizens Oversight 
Committee, said it was “the limited 
sense of urgency” across city depart-
ments, which often did not coordinate 
with one another. “Homelessness is 
clearly a crisis. It is a matter of life 
and death, so there is the need for 
urgency to bring focus and attention 
to moving things forward.” 
   During his time on the citizens 
oversight committee, Santana said 
he experienced resistance within the 
city, with departments more invested 
in maintaining the status quo than 
finding innovative ways to combat 
the homelessness issue.
   In 2018, the city conducted a sur-
vey of 34 organizations involved in 
affordable or market-rate housing
development. In that survey, many 
developers complained the city did 
not have enough staff to manage the 
permitting process. City Control-
ler Rob Galperin agreed with that 
assessment in an email to Annenberg 
Media. “The permitting process is 
a professional nightmare,” wrote 
another developer. “The timeline to 
achieve a building permit is expen-
sive both in time and costs.” Robert 
Sausedo, the chief executive of Com-
munity Build, described the program 
as “building the plane as we fly it.” 
   As Chandler France of USC An-
nenberg Media suggested, in the 
end, Prop HHH may be considered 
a disappointment because it sought 
to work within a system that was 
already failing to adequately fight the 
homelessness problem, rather than 
reforming that system and taking a 
new approach. 
   When the city was confronted 
with the results of their survey, they 
proved unable to fix the myriad of
problems that make HHH afford-
able housing projects so difficult and 
costly to develop. The plan for
housing the homeless in Los Angeles 
is stuck in Development Hell. I doubt 
the Mayor or the City Council have 
the will or the required urgency to 
keep the HHH housing on track. 
   I realize the sheer number of 
unhoused people is overwhelming. 
However, I do not see a comprehen-
sive, coordinated plan from our City 
to house the people living on our 
streets. Call me cynical, but I believe 
that the lack of an authentic plan to 
house our homeless brothers and 
sisters is the plan.

   I am sick and tired of listening to 
Mayor Garcetti and the City Council 
whine about how difficult it is to build 
housing in Los Angeles. It is their job 
to figure it out. That is why the Mayor 
makes $248,000 a year and why our 
city council members are the highest 
paid in the nation ($189,000 a year)! 
If they had the will, they could make 
it easier; they have the power to do 
so. The city must continue to build 
housing and try to coordinate across 
departments in order to move projects 
along rapidly.
   The City’s plan seems both to 
ignore that all the affordable housing 
units for the poor are being converted 
to market rate housing on their watch 
and then to drag their feet on build-
ing housing for the homeless. Their 
plan, therefore, is to continue what 
they have been doing for decades – 

When I last wrote, the number of unhoused individuals in Los Angeles city was 36,300; today that number has increased to 41,290 (and it may even be higher because the 2021 count was cancelled due to COVID). 
All I know is that every day we serve at the Hippie Kitchen, I see more and more people that I have not seen before, leaving me to believe there are many more people who have been pushed into homelessness since 2019.

over 76% of housing funds. 
   Why not force Jeff Bezos, Elon 
Musk, and Warren Buffett to finance 
affordable housing? They have more 
money than the federal and state gov-
ernment combined and more money 
than many banks.
   We should implore our foundations 
to convene a group of the best and 
the brightest minds (obviously no one 
in city government) to figure out in-
novative affordable housing solutions 
that require the least amount of city 
approval and then fund those ideas.
     I do not know what the solution 
is, but I do know that my friend 
Jason has been out on the streets for 
a long time and I am not sure how 
much longer he can wait.                Ω
 
Susan Chase Dietrich is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member.

And worse, the current bureaucratic 
system is designed to obscure respon-
sibility and prevent accountability.
   And with significantly more money 
ready to come down the pike from 
state and federal coffers to get people 
off of our streets, Los Angeles is out 
of excuses. 
  However, if we are really serious 
about helping our unhoused broth-
ers and sisters, we also need to look 
beyond the city for help. (Check out 
the L.A. Poverty Department’s novel 
ideas about how we can house 7,000 
people on page 5 and their website). 
   As I mentioned earlier, we need 
to invest in affordable housing ac-
cording to the scale of the problem. 
Which means we need to find new 
sources of capital because the state 
and federal government have been 
making cuts for decades – totaling

ignoring the homeless and hoping 
they will just go away. 
   And now the City will be able to or-
chestrate that very thing. With the pas-
sage of L.A. Municipal Code 41.18, 
the City Council has given themselves 
the authority to destroy encampments, 
banish the unhoused from public spac-
es, and permit the arrest of anyone 
who tries to resist. And with no hous-
ing to transition these communities 
to, it will not be long before the jails 
again become their housing. 
   We must do better. 
   We are not getting people off the 
streets simply because there is no 
political will to do it. There is not 
one person who is accountable for 
getting the HHH projects started, or 
for shepherding them through the 
labyrinthian development process 
and bringing them to completion. 

Tentative dates are March 5, 6 and 7, 2022, at Camp 
Ocean Pines, in Cambria, CA, on Sat. and Sun. nights, 

with a nonviolent direct action at Vandenberg Space Base 
on Mon. At this time, the Camp requires attendees to 
show proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test 

taken within 72 hours of the event. For more info contact 
Dennis Apel at the Guadalupe Catholic Worker - 

jdapel2@gmail.com

PACIFIC LIFE COMMUNITY 
FAITH AND RESISTANCE RETREAT

Rudy, Matt, Arnal, David, DemetriusKen, Chris, Matt, Mark with red Christmas hats

Susan, Jeff cooking Christmas breakfast

Maria, Porfirio, Catherine, Paul, Demetrius, Rudy on Christmas.

L.A.C.W. and friends at Chateau 
Marmont Hotel protest.

Jeff and Catherine at Rev. James 
Lawson speaking event
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BETTER KNOW A VOLUNTEER
BENNY McCOBB
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   Wylie-Kellermann’s remarkable 
insight and thoughtfulness leads 
the reader to a better understand-
ing of who Dan Berrigan was at a 
deeper level based on their personal 
conversations and correspondence, 
Bill’s memory and notes, Dan’s po-
etry and prose, and what others also 
invited to contribute to this book 
recollected. As such, this is not what 
one would describe as a typical 
biography. Rather, it is unique in 
various ways. I would suggest that it 
could also be viewed as a chapter in 
Bill’s autobiography—yet another 
amazing and inspirational story.
   Bill and Dan’s relationship began 
in 1972, when Bill, while attend-
ing Union Theological Seminary in 
New York City, enrolled in a class 
being taught by Dan. This rela-
tionship deepened and lasted until 
Dan’s death in 2016. As a result, 
one could only imagine the wealth 
of information, insights, wisdom, 
ideas, and memories gathered dur-
ing those prized and grace-filled 44 
years, some of which are contained 
in Celebrant’s Flame.
   One of the first testimonials that 
affected me is in the Preface. Bill is 
explaining an incident that hap-

By JED POOLE

If only I had ten thousand more 
words to touch the tip of the 
iceberg to tell his story, but alas, 
I will try anyway.

   Benny was born in Dublin, 
where he spent the majority of his 
adolescence. After graduating high 
school he attended the prestigious 
University of Dublin. While there 
he immersed himself into the study 
of psychology. After receiving a 
Masters degree he decided to pursue 
a Ph.D. in the field. 
   After only three months into his 
doctorate studies, he had a great 
realization: he simply believed he 
had nothing original to say. At this 
time he had been talking with a 
friend who had introduced him to 
the Catholic Worker movement 
   He wrote us a letter, and after a 
brief correspondence, he bought a 
plane ticket to Southern California 
for a chapter of life with the Los 
Angeles Catholic Worker. Upon his 
arrival at LAX he was greeted with 
a big sign and, as he recalls, an even 
bigger smile on the face of commu-
nity member Dolores Carlos, who 
was holding it.
   After arriving, he settled in here 
in Hennacy House where he learned 
the ins and outs of daily life with 30 
active community members. After 
roughly six months, he decided to 
move downtown to Zedakah House, 
which was above the old kitchen.
   For the next six months he would 
share community life and work on 
Skid Row with the people we serve.

Benny and Dolores Carlos

He credits the experience he gained 
during this time in helping him pre-
pare for life’s future journeys.
   From Los Angeles, he went to 
Nicaragua. There he would spend 
the next three years working with 
the government. While traversing 
through hills and jungles of the war-
torn region, he spent the majority of 
his time working as an advisor in a 
program for at-risk youth.
   Returning home to his country of 
birth, a call for simplicity was in 
order. The following ten years were 
spent in a small area known as the 
Aran Islands. At the most western 
part of Europe with nothing more 
than nearly 3,500 miles of the Atlan-
tic between him and the States, his 
life became much simpler.
   After leaving the Aran Islands, 
Benny began a trip that would take 
him around the world. Working with 
the United Nations, he was sent 
to places such as Cambodia, the 
Balkans, South Africa, and Ecuador. 
It was in these places he worked in 
creating the conditions for elections 
in post-coflictict societies.   
  Returning home, he began work-
ing with refugees from around the 
world, counseling victims of torture 
before working in the countryside 
at a community known as Camphill. 
There he would spend the next 4 
years working as a part-time volun-
teer in the area of wellbeing with 
people with special needs    
   Most recently he can be seen at his 
weekly march alongside the group 
Grandfathers Against Racism. For 
the last 25 years, Benny has made 
his way back to the L.A.C.W. for 
one month every year, spending 
about a week at our sister house in 
Guadalupe and the rest of his time 
here at the L.A.C.W. He emphasizes 
the importance of this trip and how 
it is a crucial part of his life that he 
cherishes deeply. This time around 
he gave us a wonderful presentation 
he put together titled “Navigating 
the Landscape of Aging,” and for 
those who could not participate 
in his talk, he highly recommends 
Kathleen Dowling Singh’s book 
entitled The Grace in Aging. Ω

Jed Poole is a Los Angeles Catholic 
Worker community member.

pened to Dan in 1973 when Dan 
publically spoke out against all 
sides in the Yom Kippur War and 
received heavy criticism and was 
ostracized for his comments. In 
the aftermath, Dan had asked his 
students, including Bill, why they 
did not make a public statement in 
his support. Bill learned from that 
incident that “Your voice matters. 
Speak up. Never too late to learn” 
(XX). Bill articulated further, “We 
can surely be formed and trans-
formed by immersion in his (Dan’s) 
witness” (XXI). How true this is. 
Taking action and speaking truth to 
power, as Dan eloquently exempli-
fied—in his actions, statements, 
prose, and poetry—is a necessity in 
the midst of today’s diabolical mad-
ness, and an absolute imperative of 
our Christian faith.
   There are many parts in the book 
in which Bill speaks profoundly 
about Dan. One example is when 
Dan was a fugitive after the 1968 
Catonsville action and was invited 
by William Stringfellow to stay at 
his place on Block Island, NY. That 
dwelling became home away from 
home for both Dan and later for 
Wylie-Kellerman (among others). 
There were times Dan invited Bill 
over for relaxation, Bible study and

contemplation, and partying. An-
other example is in the book’s first 
chapter as he explains, “My own 
conversion to gospel nonviolence 
came at Dan’s hand. Or at his word. 
Call it the witness of his life. And it 
precipitated a genuine crisis in me. 
He served in that period as some-
thing of a spiritual director to me 
and offered cold comfort: ‘You’re 
getting born and it’s bloody. It’s 
always bloody.’ Don’t have to won-
der how he knew that. He is often 
called prophet or poet or priest, and 
rightly so, but too rarely ‘apostle or 
evangelist’ of nonviolence. I venture 
to say that his is a life, even again in 
telling, which calls so many of us to 
radical discipleship. Deo Gratias” (4).
   I could not agree more, insofar 
as I too include Dan (along with 
his brother Phil and Phil’s wife 
Elizabeth McAlister, who are also 
covered in this book) as my spiritual 
and social activism mentors.   
   This entire book offers much to 
reflect on, rejoice in, and be thank-
ful for. It also brings forth a variety 
of emotions, and it helps the reader 
to better understand the roots of 
our Christian faith, its founder, and 
those who take it seriously enough 
to put their bodies on the line and 
challenge each of us to a deeper 
love for our Creator, ourselves, each 
other—especially victims of injus-
tice, and creation itself, and join the 
struggle for a more just and peaceful 
world where all life is considered 
sacred and dignified.                      Ω

Mike Wisniewski is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member 
and co-editor of the Agitator.
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Facing Our Mission Past Can 
Redeem Us All), participants were 
invited to consider the healing pos-
sibilities—for non native Christians 
and, in some ways, for Native peo-
ple—that can come from honestly 
and vulnerably engaging our Mis-
sion past. We took time to question 
the ways that our missionary ances-
tors evangelized and to consider how 
they might have distorted Christ’s 
expectations of how to take our faith 
out into the world. And even more 
personally, we considered our own 
family legacies on stolen land and 
our continued culpability of harm 
to those who held and cared for this 
place before our arrival. Since this 
first session, its recording has been 
viewed almost 100 times. 
   Between November 2021 and 
February 2022, a handful of pro-
gram participants have also made 
a concerted effort to show up for 
events and programming put on by 
and with Native communities in Los 
Angeles and throughout California. 
   One of our project participants 
helped coordinate, another pre-
sented at, and another attended the 
Critical Mission Studies conference 
in San Diego. It was a powerful 
opportunity to build community and 
to hear about some of the poignant 
scholarship coming out to critique 
the romantic myths and fantasy heri-
tage of the Mission system. It was 
a powerful supplement to the effort 
we are currently engaged in here.
   Additionally, a handful of group 
members joined one of the Tongva 
communities in L.A. for their 
monthly clean up at their Kuruvung-
na Sacred Springs. They started to 
build relationships with some of the 
Tongva, while also getting to join the 
long tradition these stewards have of 
caring for the earth. We look forward 
to finding more opportunities to con-
nect with local tribes and bands as 
we seek to build deeper community.  
   By the time this Catholic Agitator

goes to print, the second session of 
our Reckoning with Our Mission 
Histories series will have hap-
pened. In preparation for that event, 
some of our members will be doing 
outreach at the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles’ One Life L.A. event. At 
an event whose central point is that 
Christ demands we witness, declare, 
and defend the “beauty and dignity 
of every human life,” we go to ask 
how it is possible, then, that our 
Church could uplift the people, sys-
tem and history that not only used 
violence daily, but also celebrated 
every time a Native person would 
die at the Missions.
   When considering who to invite to 
present at our second session, we re-
flected on the keynote address at the 
recent Critical Mission Studies con-
ference. The presenter, Dr. Jonathan 
Cordero of the Ramaytush Ohlone 
and Chumash tribes, whose scholar-
ship is heartbreakingly clear and 
methodologically sharp, offered this 
thought: “An apology from the State 
of California or from the Catholic 
Church means little if it does not 
first acknowledge the truth.” 
   Therefore, our coalition has invited 
Dr. Cordero to present at our second 
session on January 30, and to help us 
spend time Challenging the Conven-
tional Narrative: Telling the Truth 
about the California Missions. Final-
ly, Catholics and others of faith and 
goodwill will have the chance to sit 
in the not so convenient truth, truth 
that is not arrogantly self-affirming 
or flattering. They will be asked to 
hold a greater spectrum of our past 
and then be invited into considering 
how that impacts our present and 
future responsibilities. We hope many 
of you will have joined us, but for 
those who could not, we invite you to 
watch our recordings of the sessions 
and to join in for our future efforts.  Ω

Matt Harper is a Los Angeles Catho-
lic Worker community member, and 
co-editor of the Agitator.                                           

MALPEADE cont’d from p.5

   2. Speculation tax, taxes the pur-
chase and sale of real estate to dis-
courage real estate from being used 
as a commodity. A recently enacted 
speculation tax in Vancouver, British 
Columbia of 0.5%, puts a small cost 
on house flipping. The funds gener-
ated in this way go to support the 
development of low-income housing.
   All of these policy possibilities are 
graphically and simply explained in 
the exhibition. Exhibition visitors 
get to choose mechanisms, policies 
and determine geographical bound-
aries and then stack the dollars from 
each of their sources to reach the $3.5 
billion. When they have done that, 
they have created a viable plan for 
housing 7000 People in Skid Row.
   Next: the hard work of getting the 
City Council to enact it. That is what 
Skid Row Now & 2040 is continuing 
to work on—join us.                       Ω 
 
John Malpeade is the founder of the 
Los Angeles Poverty Department and, 
along with his partner Henriette Bow-
ers, manages L.A.P.D. and the Skid 
Row History Museum & Archives.

“We must talk 
about poverty, 

because 
people insulated 

by their own 
comfort lose sight 

of it.” 
Dorothy Day
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  Prior to joining the L.A.C.W., I spent 
a month with my grandmother in hos-
pice care. Her enchanting friend, Jane, 
would visit her bedside daily. Each day 
Jane would waltz in, greet us with hugs 
and kisses, and proclaim joyfully, “You 
are standing on HOLY GROUND!”   
Our community has spent much of the 
past few months in that hallowed place 
between life and death.  
   We continue to hold the loss of 
former community member Jesse 
Lewis as we work at the kitchen, do-
ing the jobs he trained us to do. We 
watch each face on 6th Street fall as 
they learn of his passing. Many people 
shared that it was his smile that would 
welcome them into our garden each 
day. The heavens shined down on 
us as we held an outdoor memorial 
service on a beautiful December day. 
Our side yard was packed (as packed 
as social distancing allows) with fam-
ily and friends who told stories of the 
impact Jesse had on their lives. We 

finished the celebration of Mr. Lewis’ 
life toasting with root beer floats and 
eating tamales.
   Only a week before Jesse’s service, 
we laid another friend to rest in our 
memorial garden. Amparo Garcia 
was a dear woman that community 
member Donald Nollar befriended 
at the Hippie Kitchen.  As delight-
ful as she was, being friends with 
Amparo took a lot of responsibility 
to ensure she was cared for. As soon 
as Donald would get Amparo housed, 
clothed, and receiving her govern-
ment assistance checks, she would 
give everything she had away or bring 
another sick pigeon into her room at 
the Downtown Women’s Center. In 
an intimate ceremony in the Hennacy 
House garden, Donald told stories of 
Amparo that had us laughing through 
our tears. Beneath jade plants, two 
stone birds now perch remembering 
Amparo who was a friend to many, 
but most of all to the birds. 
   On December 7, God called home 
another beloved extended commu-
nity member, Patty Carmody. After 
retiring 30 years ago, Patty began her 
work with the L.A.C.W., living in our 
home part time. She gave herself to 
the people of Skid Row, the youth of 
Camp Scott, and to over 100 prison-
ers to whom she devotedly wrote over 
the past decades. Patty hosted week-
end walking retreats, pool parties, 
and one-day getaways at her home 
in Santa Clarita. Patty would eagerly 
listen to whomever was before her and 
would never be without wise, genial 
words replied in a cheerful singing 
tone. Funeral services for Patty were 
the week of what would have been her 
90th birthday, on January 29, at St. 
Kateri Church in Santa Clarita..
   COVID snatched Walter Sanders, 
a friend and neighbor on the Row. 
Walter lived in the Regal Hotel next 

door to the Hippie Kitchen. He and 
his dog, Dinker, were always out front 
where we would chat the hours away. 
His tender care for Dinker made his 
gentler side apparent to all. Seeing 
Dinker run laps around our empty din-
ing garden brings sweet memories of 
the kind man next door. 
   With the close of the year, com-
munity member Matt Harper and 
his family spent a significant amount 
of time together as Matt’s dad, Bob 
Harper, prepared to enter into eternal 
rest. Bob passed away on December 
31, his death has not only touched us 
at the Catholic Worker, but so many 
other communities that he shared his 
time and himself with.    
   In the midst of all of our personal 
loss, Los Angeles County held the an-
nual memorial for the unclaimed dead. 
The interfaith service, organized by 
our longtime friend, Fr. Chris Ponnet, 
honors those who passed away in our 
city three years ago and had no family 
or not enough finances to be buried. 
We squeezed around a live stream to 
remember 1,740 Angelenos – a num-
ber of whom we likely knew.
   One Thursday, we paused the regular 
non-violence discussion to take time 
to acknowledge and reflect on the grief 
we have been holding. We spoke of 
our own experiences around dying, 
and considered what we might want to 
do L.A.C.W. rituals at times of death.
   Throughout this sacred time, we have 
had a number of long-time friends visit. 
Clare Bellefeuille-Rice’s dad, Dave, 
celebrated his retirement by volunteer-
ing with us for a month. Once again 
able to travel internationally, our two 
Irish lads, Charles and Benny, have 
returned to brighten up our winter days. 
   We had to say a bittersweet “see you 
later” to our pal David DeCosse as 
he returned to Santa Cruz. We were 
delighted to have him share in our

lives and work.
   Former community members, Rose-
mary Occiogrosso, Cathy Jacobs, 
and Dolores Carlos collaborated on 
a special dinner of homemade pasta 
and hand rolled meatballs for our 
household. Stories of the past 50 years 
were shared between members of the 
community past and present. 
   After a feast on Christmas Eve pre-
pared by our housemate Maria Lo-
pez, everyone in our home unwrapped 
gifts provided by various Secret 
Santas. (Thank you, Santas!) Christ-
mas day was full of more merriment, 
beginning with a reindeer brunch by 
community member Josh Flaugher.  
In continuing a Dietrich family tradi-
tion that has now become an L.A.C.W. 
family tradition, Jeff Dietrich boiled 
up piles of shrimp. Due to a seafood 
shortage, the mounds of shrimp would 
not have happened without Susan 
Dietrich and a Chinatown fish market 
open on Christmas.
   Our festivity and indulging extended 
into the week following Christ-
mas. Kitchen volunteers, Gary and 
Dominique Dwor-Frecaut, cooked 
us a delightful Mediterranean meal 
followed by “Domi Cake” that critics 
called “outrageously good.”
   After some of us travelled for the 
holidays, it is good to be back together 
as a community. The challenges of the 
past two years have brought us closer 
as a group, as have the shared experi-
ences of the past few months. We pray 
in this new year that we will grow 
even more as a community and in our 
service.  We hope that you also feel 
connected as part of this greater com-
munity; it is through our unity that we 
will enter into the Kin-dom of God.

As of late November, all prison terms 
and home confinement for the Kings 
Bay Plowshares 7 activists are com-
plete. Patrick O’Neill was the last to 
exit prison and have his ankle monitor 
removed after home confinement. Car-
men Trotta returned to St. Joseph House 
(N.Y.C.W.) after six months home con-
finement in a friend’s apartment. They 
now begin serving three-year probation 
terms. See more info at their website-  
kingsbayplowshares7.org

JIM FOREST – R.I.P.

Longtime Catholic Worker, peace activ-
ist, author of several books, including 
All Is Grace, and Love is the Measure, 
both biograpies of Dorothy Day, and 
his own memoir, Writing Straight With 
Crooked Lines, joined the Heavenly 
Cloud of Witnesses on January 13, after 
a long illness. He was 80 years old. He 
died in the Netherlands, where he lived, 
with his wife Nancy and children by his 
side.  He will be sorely missed. 

JIM FOREST - ¡PRESENTE!

FUKUSHIMA MELTDOWN 
UPDATE

Tokyo Electric Power Company 
(TEPCO) has been attempting, for 11 
years, to decommission three nuclear 
meltdowns in reactors 1, 2, and 3. 
   Recently TEPCO began experienc-
ing some grave setbacks that appear 
impossible to deal with. As it is said, 
it is impossible to safely dispose of 
nuclear waste.
   The latest issue involves the continu-
ous flow of water necessary to keep 
the destroyed reactors’ hot stuff from 
exposure to air, thus spreading explo-
sively red-hot radioactivity across the 
countryside. That constant flow of water

The devastating consequences of 
COVID-19 outbreaks in prisons is not 
new news. However, two years after the 
start of the pandemic, more than half 
of the women currently incarcerated at 
Danbury Federal Institution Camp in 
Connecticut have tested positive for the 
virus during the week of January 10, 
and are being denied proper access to 
medical care. This is what is reported. 
   Sources within Danbury Camp are 
reporting that ALL of the women are 
currently infected. The three facili-
ties are on total lockdown with zero 
access to phones, computers, the law 
or leisure library, and classrooms. The 
original 13 women who tested positive 
for COVID-19 have been moved back 
into the general population, and people 
are suffering from body aches, cough, 
fever, and potential pneumonia. Des-
perate families have no way to know 
whether their incarcerated loved one is 
safe or healthy as the prison staff is not 
giving out any information.
                          —colorofchange.org

NUCLEAR WEAPONS

 “a renewed commitment to the cause 
of peace with the goal of eliminating 
all global nuclear weapons arsenals.”
   Saying further “We can no longer 
deny or ignore the extremely danger-
ous predicament of our human family. 
We are in a new nuclear arms race far 
more dangerous than the first,” Wester 
said during an online news conference.   
   He explained that he issued the docu-
ment because two of the nation’s
three nuclear weapons research facili-
ties—the Sandia and Los Alamos na-
tional laboratories—and the largest U.S. 
repository of nuclear armaments located 
at Kirtland Air Force Base in nearby 
Albuquerque are within the archdiocese.
   He stated, “We are called to live 
in the light of Christ's peace and to 
reflect that light to all.” 
   To read the full document or the 
summary see: archdiosf.org

On January 11, Archbishop John West-
er, of Santa Fe, New Mexico, released 
a prophetic pastoral letter on nuclear 
disarmament titled Living in the Light 
of Christ’s Peace. In it he urges the lo-
cal community and the world to join

is an absolute necessity to prevent a 
catastrophic explosion.
   The cooling water continuously poured 
over the dilapidated ruins itself turns 
radioactive, almost instantaneously, 
and must be processed via an Advanced 
Liquid Processing System (ALPS) to 
remove most radioactive materials.
   Here is the danger. As it processes ra-
dioactive contaminated water, it flushes 
out “slurry” of highly concentrated ra-
dioactive material that has to go some-
where, but where to put it is almost an 
impossible quagmire. This is huge as 
the storage containers for the tainted 
slurry quickly degrade because of the 
high radioactive slurry. These storage 
containers, in turn, must be constantly 
replaced as the highly radioactive slurry 
eats away at the containers’ liners.
   Slurry contains highly radioactive 
Strontium readings that reach tens 
of millions of becquerel’s per cubic 
centimeter, which is “off the charts” 
dangerous! Instant death.
   Since March 2013, TEPCO has 
accumulated 3,373 special vessels 
that hold this highly toxic radioactive 
slurry. However, because the integrity 
of the vessels deteriorates rapidly, the 
durability of the containers reaches a 
limit, meaning all vessels will need 
replacement by mid-2025.
   As of January 2, 2022, there are 
no acceptable plans for dealing with 
the necessary transfer of slurry from 
weakening, almost deteriorated 
containers, into fresh, new containers, 
which will only last a short time. This 
is a major crisis.
                           —counterpunch.org

INTERESTING DATA

Minimum number of eviction cases 
filed in New York City since the start 
of the pandemic: 77,346 
Minimum amount, in tons, of pandem-
ic-associated plastic waste that has 
been deposited in the ocean: 25,000    
      —Harpers Index - February 2022



FEBRUARY 2022  Vol. 52/No. 1

SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:
LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
https://lacatholicworker.org 
 1.  Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
        632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
       (323) 267-8789
  2.  Hospitality Kitchen (aka Hippie Kitchen)
        821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
       (213) 614-9615

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728    https://lvcw.org

ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304    https://occatholicworker.org

SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420

HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364

KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706     
https://catholicworkerhospitalityhouse.org

BEATITUDE HOUSE
267 Campodonico Ave., Guadalupe, CA 93434-1501
(805) 343-6322  

ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410  http://sbcw.org – lizaOSB@aol.com 
CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER 
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
http://casacolibricw.com
011-52 - 386 - 744-5063 – casacolibricw@gmail.com

AMANI HOUSE - NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA
mdavidomondi@gmail.com

NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC WORKER
P.O. Box 2203, Elizabeth, NJ 07207
NJCW@riseup.net – (323) 704-9960

NEW ORLEANS CATHOLIC WORKER
1910 Constance St., New Orleans, LA 70130
(504) 457-8062 – nocw@yahoo.com
https://neworleanscatholicworker.weebly.com

VENICE CATHOLIC WORKER
https://venicecatholicworker.org

RE-UP FOR A BUCK!
For only $1 you can renew your valued subscription to the one and only
Catholic Agitator, and give a friend or relative a subscription for free!  

(NOTE: Any donation during the year automatically renews your subscription.) 
In these dreadful and trying times, where else can one get the Word and nourishment the 
Catholic Agitator offers? Today, more than ever, we need all the nourishment we can get. 

Please do not hesitate! Sign up NOW!
YES!               I want myself, my family, and my friends to get the Agitator! 

Enclosed are the names and addresses, along with a buck. 
Keep Agitating!  Thank you!

ALSO: If you are planning to move or have recently moved, PLEASE send 
us your new address. We are spending a great deal of money for returned  
postage that could otherwise be used for other purposes related to our work.

A HEARTFELT THANK-YOU
To everyone who sent us lovingly made hand-crocheted hats and scarves, 

sweatshirts, and sweat pants, canes, and many other thoughtful extras. 
Please know that all of these beautiful gifts from your hearts are greatly 

appreciated by our kitchen guests who received them.
And a special thank-you to our supporters who sent us gifts anonymously. We 

received many packages with various items enclosed but no indication of who sent 
it. So, unfortunately, we cannot send a personal thank-you card, but please know 
how very grateful we are for your generosity, and continued support. Blessings.

     ++
We are in need of TARPS 

Inexpensive disposable RAIN PONCHOS
Also, CANES—gently used or new, metal or wood. 

And BACKPACKS—used or new.  Thank you. Many blessings.

C A T H O L I C
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