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Is it possible to recognize the Church’s gifts and potential while understanding 
and affirming the pain of those to whom it has dealt grave, even mortal blows?

CHALLENGING THE CHURCH

FREE TO TAKE ON FALLEN INSTITUTIONS, IN LOVE 

By SARAH FULLER

Catholic Worker co-founder 
Dorothy Day went to Mass 
daily, when she could. She 
was both radical and devout. 

How do we, as Catholic Workers, 
remain faithful to our calling, follow-
ing in her footsteps?
   A friend of ours recently urged us 
to consider dropping the “Catholic” 
from our name. He pointed to the 
series of heinous church scandals that 
have rocked the Catholic world. Con-
versely, a Catholic Worker internet 
discussion group member recently 
urged anyone too critical of the church 
to drop the word “Catholic,” positing 
that vocal opposition to the church 
disqualified one from use of its name.
    Is it possible to embrace Catholic 
or Christian spirituality while being 
fully cognizant of and/or denuncia-
tory towards the evils perpetrated in 
the Church? Is it possible to recog-
nize the Church’s gifts and potential 
while understanding and affirming 
the pain of those to whom it has dealt 
grave, even mortal blows?
   Is it possible to participate in a 
community, or a family, knowing 
that it is a mix of good and evil?
   A former LACW community mem-
ber, who always worked with intense 
efficiency and never had a tendency 
to wax poetic about things spiritual, 
once told me, upon direct question-
ing, that he was praying the whole 
time that he was working at the soup 
kitchen, that indeed working there 
was a form of prayer.
   Over the years, more than one 
volunteer at the soup kitchen has 
told me something along the lines 
of, “I had a bad experience with the 
church, and I cannot go back there; 
but I am happy to volunteer here at 
the soup kitchen and do this work, 
and this is my community.”
    We have atheists who work along-
side teams of religious sisters at our 
soup kitchen, and enthusiastic church-
goers sharing chores with agnostics.
   Our community member Karan, 
who I have been thinking about as 
we approach the first anniversary 
of her passing, described herself 
as a “feral Christian,” someone 
who never felt spiritually at home 
in churches, but who felt drawn to 
the gospel all the same, and made 
a bower for herself in the spiritual 
thickets of Skid Row, the community 
of foot care workers and the daily 
work of Hennacy House.
   We have folks who understand 
serving coffee on Sundays as Matins, 
and giving free haircuts as a joyful li-
turgical act. We have folks who sing 
along to worship songs on the car

embodied creatures experiencing 
life together. We clean up afterwards 
and, while we may not be able to 
agree if the presence is in the bread 
or alongside of it, or if it is a symbol 
or a made-up story relevant to people 
long ago, we can at least agree that 
if we are going to serve this meal 
again to hungry people the next day, 
we will have to scrub the pots and 
put the dishes away now. This is a 
love feast, demanded of Christians 
as a responsibility to God but also 
recognized as love by anyone who 
has a body and can feel hunger.
   A mystery of the Benedictine 
motto of “Ora et Labora” (Pray and 
Labor) is, it can be impossible to 
tell where one activity begins and 
another ends. In the Psalms, animals 
and plants, even the weather, praise 
God as they go about their creaturely 
pursuits. Can humans do the same? 
And what is the creaturely pursuit 
of being human? The gospels call 
Christ the “True Human,” and he led 
a life of love, simplicity, honesty, 
talking with his Creator, controversy 
and violent death, walking from 
place to place and sleeping outside.
   How does this all relate to the 
question of participating in the 
Church, or other spiritual institu-
tions, with all of their fallen evils? 
Am I proposing that we keep our 
heads down and work? Am I imply-
ing that we should ignore theology, 
or jettison our religious traditions? 
No, but I am pointing to the wild 
ecosystem of people’s concrete 
lived spiritual experience, and to 
the difficulty (or futility?) in draw-
ing a line between being and being 
spiritually. Entering a church or not 
has little to do with understanding 
one’s lived experience, and work, 
and calling, if one so desires, as 
spiritual. But Christians are also free,  
the Scriptures say. Free to... “serve 
one another humbly in love” (Ga-
latians 5:13). Free to take on fallen 
institutions, in love. Free to remind 
religious organizations of the values 
for which they were created, in love. 
Free to bear a name that is tainted, 
or to question the sheen of a lauded 
name, doing so out of a deep belief 
in the transformative possibilities of 
love. Free to find meaningful work 
and a calling, and to do it joyfully, 
with friends.
    There are pains that some people 
cannot and should not bear, and work 
with too much toxicity for those who 
are already hurt. But there is also so 
much work we can do together.      Ω

Sarah Fuller is a Los Angeles Catho-
lic Worker community member and 
an artist extraordinaire.
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radio when no one is listening, and 
people who undertake novenas, and 
those who have vowed to never again 
darken the door of a church. We 
have folks in our life who compose 
spiritual poetry, who pray for us, 
who thank God, who read the Bible 
aloud, unbidden, at high volume, 
and who have loud debates about the 
end times or what really went on in 
the Garden of Eden. We have people 
who remind us that if we were really 
Christians, we would love more.
   We have a liturgical progression of 
tasks in the soup kitchen: chop the 
vegetables, mix the salad dressing, 
bring the pots to a boil, all of it leading 
to the big Eucharist: lunch! We eat 
and are reminded that we are all



2 / OCTOBER 2019

Publisher: Catherine Morris
Editors: Mike Wisniewski, Matt Harper, Theo Kayser, and Kaleb Havens

Editors Emeritus: Jeff Dietrich and Martha Lewis
Managing Editor: Donald Nollar

Staff: Sarah Fuller, Rev. Elizabeth Griswold, and Susan Dietrich
The Catholic Agitator (ISSN-0045-5970) is published bi-monthly

February, April, June, August, October, and December for $1 per year by the 
Los Angeles Catholic Worker,  632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722

• • • • • •
Periodical Postage paid at Los Angeles, CA
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:

The Catholic Agitator, 632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
The LACW is not a 501(c).(3) non-profit organization and donations to the LACW are not 

tax-exempt. Editorial communications, new subscriptions, and address changes to: 
632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA  90033-1722

323-267-8789  •  http://lacatholicworker.org • info@lacatholicworker.org

OCTOBER 2019  Vol. 49 No.5C AT H O L I C

CHALLENGING THE CHURCH

By KALEB HAVENS

Noodle day has been popular 
at the Hippie Kitchen for 
decades, brought to us in 
no small part by St. John 

Vianney parish in Hacienda Heights 
through the constant organizing 
efforts of founding parishioner Bud 
Fice. Bud delivers the dozens of 20-
lb boxes of elbow macaroni to our 
house himself every month, which 
become thousands of free meals for 
Skid Row residents through the hard 
work of our faithful volunteers. 
    Bud first heard of the LACW from 
a fellow parishioner. They volun-
teered during our regular food ser-
vice in the 1980s, without knowing 
that Bud’s brother Fr. Joseph Fice, 
S.J., had interned with us years prior. 
When Bud shared his experience at 
our soup kitchen with the parish St. 
Vincent de Paul Society and asked 
how they could help, they discovered 
an Italian parishioner who owned a 
pasta factory named Gabrieli Pasta 
and offered elbow macaroni at half 
price. Bud recalls Jeff saying maca-
roni or nothing, and today many of 
our regulars still say noodle day is 
their favorite. 
   Bud continued to bring us noodles
for many years until the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society had questions about 
spending money outside the parish’s 
usual boundaries and on an organiza-
tion with such radical political be-
liefs. There were brief periods were 
Bud trimmed his personal expenses 
so he could continue bringing us 
noodles entirely out of his own pocket, 
and after a reasonable interval, Bud 
went back with a simple plea: “I’m
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CHALLENGING 
THE NARRATIVE

By ROBERT PEPPEY

The Most Reverend José H. Gomez 
Archbishop of Los Angeles

Your Excellency,

Sadly, this letter brings to your 
attention a story about the 
unhoused, that ran in Angelus 
magazine, that character-

izes the poor in a manner that lacks 
compassion and is unkind. It was 
shocking to read this story recently, 
“Facing LA’s ‘Human Catastrophe’ 
With Faith,” written by R.W. Del-
linger in the May 31, 2019 edition.
   The tropes, clichés and banalities 
describing the poor living on Skid 
Row are hardly worth commenting 
on; being the same old fabrications 
used against the unhoused by the 
comfortably housed in Los Angeles 
for decades.
   Perhaps the most heinous asser-
tion Dellinger makes is calling Skid 
Row “LA’s darkest neighborhood.” 
Such writing is outside the bounds 
of morality. The quote is identical 
to speech used by racist groups such 
as the White Citizens’ Councils and 
the KKK to describe black people’s 
neighborhoods in the 1950’s, 1960’s 
and 1970’s. It is a statement that har-
kens back to a past society that seems 
to be returning. What sort of Catholic 
institution would print such language?
   You may not know that City Hall’s 
current practices of forcing unhoused 
people to breakdown their homes 
(tents) each morning, and also often 
confiscating their property, have 
been found to be unconstitutional 
under the 4th and 13th Amendments 
by the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. The Los Angeles Police 
Department and Bureau of Sanitation 
workers (among other departments) 
continue to violate the Courts’ ruling 
on a daily basis by confiscating and 
destroying the homes (tents) and be-
longings of poor people throughout 
Los Angeles, often including their 
medications and identification.
   City officials have done little to noth-
ing to alleviate their suffering (actually 
it is the city policies that are making 
the unhoused poor’s lives worse) until 
recently since the press worldwide 
began calling Los Angeles “the home-
less capital of the Western Hemi-
sphere.” Father, this is your diocese!
   Why was Ms. Lopez selected as 
a representative of “civic leaders” 
acting on behalf of the homeless by 
Angelus magazine when in fact she 
is nothing of the sort? Estela Lopez’s 
Business Improvement District 
(B.I.D.) is well known on Skid Row 
as one of the foremost antagonists 
and persecutors of the unhoused. As 
the highly paid executive director of 
the Central City East Association, a 
wealthy landowners’ group, and its 
B.I.D., she will always take the side 
of property over the dignity and hu-
man rights of the impoverished.
   Reading Ms. Lopez’s “testimony” 
that characterizes Skid Row’s thou-
sands of residents as drug dealers, 
drug addicts, gangsters, pimps, sex 
workers, and mentally ill, who all 
somehow chose to live on Skid Row 
because of its “camping atmosphere” 
and its “burning tents” is almost 
comicbook-like if not for its com-
plete lack of Christian compassion.
   She complains about her B.I.D.’s 
workers having to spend most of 
their time cleaning up feces, urine, 

The following is a letter sent to 
Archbishop José Gomez of the Los 
Angeles Catholic Archdiocese. 

and vomit without mentioning that 
the estimated five to eleven thousand 
human beings who live outdoors on 
Skid Row and have at best nine toi-
lets to use during the day and fewer 
at night (as the toilets mostly close 
at 8:00 PM).  Perhaps her $2 million 
budget derived from our tax dol-
lars would be best spent on portable 
toilets. For the Los Angeles Mara-
thon, the city provides thousands of 
porta-potties, but then that is for the 
comfort of housed people.
   Throughout this modern era, the 
impoverished have been defamed as 
dirty, lazy, and dangerous, as Del-
linger’s story appallingly describes 
the poor on Skid Row. It is not a te-
net of the Catholic faith to only see a 
person’s life by its productive value! 
It is sad that such a story has been 
published in a magazine that is read 
by the People of God in Los Angeles 
and is supposed to be guiding us 
concerning God’s Word. What must 
Catholics think after reading such an 
article in the archbishop’s magazine?
   May I suggest that Ms. Lopez, who 
claims to be a big fan of the Pope, 
actually read his words? At the Holy 
Father’s Mass for Migrants on July 8, 
2019, Pope Francis stated: “These are 
only some of the least ones who Jesus 
asks us to love and raise up. Unfortu-
nately, the existential peripheries of our 
cities are populated by people who are 
excluded, marginalized, oppressed, dis-
criminated against, abused, exploited, 
abandoned, poor, and suffering.”
     Also, Pope Francis wrote recently 
about “human catastrophe[s]” such 
as Skid Row but his take on the “ca-
tastrophe” was quite different from 
the one represented in your maga-
zine: “How many times do we see 
poor people rummaging [through] 
bins to receive what others have 
discarded as superfluous, in the hope 
of finding something to live on or 
wear...They themselves become part 
of a human trash bin; they are treated 
as refuse, without the slightest sense 
of guilt on the part of those complicit 
in this scandal.”
    For no city or county in the United 
States of America are the Holy Fa-
ther’s above statements more apt than 
for Los Angeles, in your archdiocese.
   The Holy Father continues: “What 
is needed,” he says, is a “change of 
mentality...in order to rediscover what 
is essential and to give substance 
and verve to the preaching of the 
Kingdom of God.”  “The poor save 
us.” My hope and prayer is that this 
“change of mentality” that Pope 
Francis calls upon us to discover may 
be found by Ms. Lopez, Mr. Del-
linger, and by the clerics and prelates 
of the Los Angeles Archdiocese.
   The People of God in Los Angeles 
(who are, after all, the Church) have 
already had this change. And if some 
have not it is the Los Angeles dio-
cese’s duty as Christians to foster

this change of hearts and minds.

Respectfully Yours in Christ,

Robert Peppey                          Ω
Robert Peppey is an LACW volunteer 
and extended community member.

only asking an amount equivalent to 
the payment of a single utility bill for 
one of our needy parishioners. That 
amount helps to feed the skid row 
poor for a month.” It was a highly re-
spected conservative-leaning member 
of their society named Steve Martz 
who turned the vote in Bud’s and our 
favor. Bud says this has since caused 
him to yearn for dialogue with the far 
right end of the political spectrum, 
convinced that they will open their 
eyes and hearts to the loving message 
of Jesus as suggested in Vatican II.
    At the time of this writing, Bud 
is recovering from a bad fall on his 
back in addition to assisting his wife 
Christine through a difficult health 
journey. We keep them both in our 
prayers and ask that you do as well. 
Pray for a swift healing for the Noo-
dle King, Bud Fice, and his wife, that 
they be in good health and high spir-
its. May all who read this be inspired 
by the example Bud sets to do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with 
our God.                                            Ω       
                            
Kaleb Havens is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member 
and co-editor of the Agitator.

By Peter Maurin

Writing about the Catholic Church,

a radical writer says:

“Rome will have to do more

than to play a waiting game;

she will have to use

some of the dynamite

inherent in her message.”

To blow the dynamite

of a message

is the only way

to make the message dynamic.

If the Catholic Church

is not today

the dominant social dynamic force,

it is because Catholic scholars

have failed to blow the dynamite

of the Church.

Catholic scholars

have taken the dynamite

of the Church,

have wrapped it up

in nice phraseology,

placed it in an hermetic container

and sat on the lid.

It is about time

to blow the lid off

so the Catholic Church

may again become

the dominant social dynamic force.  Ω

Peter Maurin is the Co-founder of 
the Catholic Worker movement. This 
is one of Peter’s “Easy Essays.”

BLOWING 
THE 

DYNAMITE

Bud Fice

NOTE: Supplemental content 
and unpublished articles to this 
Agitator will be posted to the L.A. 
Catholic Worker website - 

lacatholicworker.org
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THE SILENCE IS DEAFENING
By MIKE WISNIEWSKI

“You shall not wrong or oppress a 
resident alien...” (Exodus 22:21).
“The alien who resides with you 
shall be to you as the citizen among 
you; you shall love the alien as 
yourself… I am the Lord your God” 
(Leviticus 19:34).
“You shall not deprive the resident 
alien or the orphan of justice…” 
(Deuteronomy 24:17).
“If anyone corrupts one of these 
little children” (so that she/he can no 
longer be a child) “it would be better 
for that person to be drowned with a 
millstone around their neck…” 
(Matthew 18:6-10).
“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children 
come to me, and do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of heaven belongs’” 
(Matthew 19:14).
“You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Matthew 19:19).
“And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to 
me’” (Matthew 25:40). 
“Extend hospitality to strangers” 
(Romans 12:13).
“Do not neglect to show hospitality 
to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without 
knowing it” (Hebrews 13:2).

According to U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection 
(CBP), currently there are 
15,000 children being held 

by the U.S. government who either 
were literally torn from their parents’ 
arms or seized individually by the 
Trump regime’s immigration hench-
men at the border as they attempted 
to migrate or seek asylum in the 
U.S.A. These vulnerable children’s 
ages range from infants to 17 years 
and they are being caged, abused, and 
in most instances, tortured in various 
ways in the approximately 100 deten-
tion/concentration camps located in 
17 states across the nation. According 
to the CBP, the total maximum capac-
ity in all current facilities is 4,000.  
   This abhorrent war on children 
and the utterly immoral, cruel, and 
barbarous immigration policy are an 
absolute abomination and a contra-
diction of all Biblical decrees and 
human decency standards. We have 
forsaken and endangered children 
and failed to see them as human and 
thus deny them their human dignity 
and human rights. 
   However, it must be stated that this 
diabolical unjust policy did not begin 
with Trump, as many believe, but in 
its current form was developed in 
2014 under Obama, who still reigns 
as the “Deporter in Chief.” He, ac-
cording to government data, between 
2009 and 2015 deported more than 
2.5 million people (far beyond any 
other president in U.S. history), 
which does not include the number 
of people who “self-deported” or 
were turned away and/or returned to 
their home country at the border by 
CBP. Although it is unambiguous, 
certain (and shameful), that Trump 
will most likely break that record, 
perhaps quicker than imagined.
   While Obama expanded the im-
moral and abusive policy of sepa-
rating families and detaining and 
endangering children, it is the neo-

fascist Trump regime with its “zero 
tolerance” policy along with the 
cancellation of the DACA (Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals) pro-
gram and resulting sheer disregard 
for the ruthlessness being inflicted 
that has taken it to a new level of 
malevolence and debauchery that has 
become unconscionable and there-
fore cannot and must not be tolerated 
if we are to be considered a civilized 
nation—let alone “Christian” nation. 
Indeed, in August, Trump finalized 
a rule that makes it more difficult, 
if not impossible, for immigrants to 
receive green cards if they have used 
certain safety-net services they are 
legally entitled to, or if it is sus-
pected that they may ever use such 
services. This has forced many im-
migrant parents into a disenrollment 
process with their U.S.-born citizen 
children as a cautionary measure that 
denies the children special dietary 
foods, medical care and medications, 
and housing aid.
   Recent reports have revealed that 
thousands of children are placed in 
filthy, over-crowded camps that are 
ill-equipped to provide adequate and 
proper care for them physically and 
psychologically. Most asylum-seek-
ing children are fleeing horrific living 
conditions, but the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) along with I.C.E. and the 
corporations that own and operate 
the private for-profit detention camps 
are not providing the essential care 
they need. Some children were either 
kidnapped and/or raped back in their 
home countries or witnessed family 
members tortured, raped, or mur-
dered, and are not receiving the nec-
essary counseling. Many siblings are 
intentionally separated—regardless 
of age; many are forced to sleep on 
cold cement floors and in “extreme 
cold temperatures;” lights are left on

24 hours a day; many are infested 
with lice and forced to share lice 
combs, and if they lose the comb 
their blanket and mat are taken away 
as punishment; some are prevented 
from washing their hands while in 
custody; teen mothers in custody 
are not able to clean their children’s 
bottles; many small children cry in-
consolably; many are drugged to keep 
them docile and controllable; some 
camp guards have created a “child 
boss” who is rationed extra food in 
an attempt to forcibly control other 
children’s behavior; many suffer severe 
emotional distress, including signs of 
PTSD; they are lied to about quick 
reunification with parents and fami-
lies that never happens; they are told 
that their parents abandoned them or 
had been murdered; they are sexu-
ally abused, including rape; suffer 
from malnutrition; denied adequate 
food, water, hygiene, and sanitation; 
not provided clean clothes for weeks 
on end; not provided proper medica-
tion and treatment for the flu or other 
illnesses while others are placed and 
kept in medical isolation; they are fed 
uncooked frozen food and rice; some 
pre-teen and early teen kids (mostly 
girls) have taken it upon themselves 
to watch over infants and toddlers 
who are sick or hysterical with no 
one else to care for them; some are 
told that if they break any rule, includ-
ing failing to walk in a single file or 
accidently touching another child, 
even a sibling, it would mean more 
time being caged or deported without 
parents. And horrifically, since late 
last year, five children have died while 
in these concentration camps. This is 
a mere sampling of the egregious and 
inhumane conditions that exist.
   Moreover, the Trump regime is 
now attempting to implement three 
policies that include substantially 
slashing the number of refugees al-
lowed to enter the U.S., a policy that 

could end a decades-old program that 
admits tens of thousands of people 
each year. One option is to elimi-
nate the program altogether; and the 
second is to cut refugee admissions 
by half or more, to 10,000 to 15,000 
people, but reserve most of those 
spots for refugees from a few hand-
picked nations or groups with special 
status. This translates into rejecting 
the most vulnerable and destitute indi-
viduals and families (of color) directly 
affected by climate change calamities 
(as we are witnessing with Bahami-
ans) and/or U.S. policies that have 
and continue to create and perpetuate 
poverty-stricken nations and violent 
and dangerous living conditions.
   If that is not disconcerting enough, 
Trump is also abandoning the 1997 
consent decree known as the “Flores 
Settlement,” which established 
care standards and a 20-day limit 
on detaining families with minor 
children or individual minor children 
in immigration detention centers. 
This indefinite detention policy, the 
same policy used in Guantanamo 
and other CIA black sites, will hold 
families (and individual children) in 
these horrific conditions indefinitely 
while their cases are adjudicated—
and perhaps beyond. Currently the 
backlog exceeds one million cases 
with waiting time of nearly two years 
for each case. Psychologists have 
warned that caging children even for 
short periods of time, with or without 
parents, can lead to serious mental 
health issues, which the government 
has deliberately failed to address.
   The Flores agreement (imple-
mented during the Clinton regime) 
addressed the abject failure of the 
government to protect children’s 
welfare. The court file includes in-
stances of appalling actions like body 
cavity searches of young girls and 
boys by guards and other officials; 
confinement in risky and dangerous 
jails with felons; and denying basic 
educational resources.
   The level of inhumanity is rep-
rehensible, yet the silence within 
and lack of action by the institu-
tional church, specifically in the Los 
Angeles Archdiocese, is deafening, 
disturbing, and exasperating. Where 
is the prophetic voice and presence 
of Archbishop José Gomez and all 
other bishops and priests within 
the Archdiocese? Yes, Archbishop 
Gomez issued a few statements in 
2018 in the Angelus, the archdioc-
esan weekly magazine, as did the 
U.S. Catholic Bishops Conference. 
However, with the gravity of the 
situation, not only the bishops, but 
diocesan priests as well, should not 
only be speaking out in their parishes 
and in news conferences repeatedly, 
but also leading the rest of the Body 
of Christ in nonviolent direct action 
campaigns, and repeated acts of civil 
disobedience (Divine obedience).  
   When church history is considered, 
specifically early history, it was 
primarily the bishops who set the ex-
ample and boldly spoke out against 
imperial policies and put their bodies 
on the line, oftentimes becoming 
martyrs. Many of the saints we 
revere today were bishops who stood 
up to imperial power to defend the 
faith and/or their congregation. Even 
in modern times we have individuals 

Continued on page 6

This abhorrent war on children and the utterly immoral, cruel, and barbarous immigration policy are 
an absolute abomination and a contradiction of all Biblical decrees and human decency standards. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC WOMENPRIESTS
The Roman Catholic Church drew a line, and in 2012 I crossed it. Canon 1024 of church law states that, “Only a baptized male can validly receive sacred ordination.” I have broken this law. 

The church told me the penalty for my actions was excommunication, but I do not accept this pronouncement. I did what my conscience and my heart told me was the right thing to do.

 It cannot be ignored that there are women 

in the Roman Catholic Church who have 

the same calling as men to be ordained 

priests. To deny this truth about women 

is to deny the truth of Jesus’ teachings, 

of early Christianity, of history and 

archaeology, of the Spirit’s 

movement in our lives.

By REV. KATHLEEN 
BELLEFEUILLE-RICE

I
have a cause.

We need those don’t we?
Otherwise the darkness and the cold 

gets in
and everything starts to

ache.
My soul has a purpose, it is

to love;
if I

do not fulfill
my heart’s vocation,

I suffer. 
~ St. Thomas Aquinas ~

I am a reluctant prophet, called 
to work for peace and justice 
within society and within my 
church. Over my lifetime, I have 

been gradually surrounded by an 
overwhelming love so compelling 
and natural that I knew I needed to re-
spond. I could no longer pretend I did 
not hear the cry of the people around 
me, or the cry of the wounded earth. 
   Rabbi Abraham Heschel said, “A 
prophet combines a very deep love, 
a very powerful dissent, a powerful 
resolve with envisioning hope.” I 
am reminded when I read this that 
I never wanted to be a prophet. I 
did not choose this vocation. I have 
fought being a prophet for much of 
my life. So, how did this happen? If I 
had to establish blame, I would point 
to the moment of my baptism, or 
blame it on the Catholic DNA that I 
inherited from my ancestors.   
   However, when I am honest with 
myself, I recognize that it is what I 
am and have spent my entire adult 
life preparing for. I cannot change 
what I am. I no longer want to lie to 
others or to myself. I am a prophet, 
and a reluctant one.
   I am Jeremiah, known and ap-
pointed by God before I was formed 
in the womb. I am Abraham, living 
in a land not my own. I am Moses, 
struggling to lead my people.
   I am Joshua, commissioned to be 
brave. I am Esther, called to be a voice 
for the voiceless. I am Isaiah, hearing 
the voice of God calling in the night: 
“Whom shall I send?” I am Jonah, in 
the belly of the whale, being formed 
and transformed. I am Kathleen, 
called to be a priest in the Roman 
Catholic Church—a priest, a prophet, 
a rebel, and a voice of the voiceless. 
“Here I am,” I say to God. “Send me.”
   But I am not acting alone. I am 
standing on the shoulders of women 
who have come before and laid a path 
for me, holding the hands of those 
who have answered the same call. To-
gether we are responding to the cry 
of the people, asking what we can 
do together that we cannot do alone, 
blazing a path for those who will come 
after us and stand on our shoulders. 
   “Why me?” I have asked God over 
the years. 
   The answer came from a friend. 
“Why not you?” she challenged me 
one day. “You have what it takes.” 
     So, reluctantly, a few years after 
my children left home, I moved for-
ward with the tiniest steps to explore 
possibilities, all the while fighting 
and rejecting each new revelation. I 
had so many excuses. 
   When Martin Luther King Jr. op-
posed the Vietnam War in 1967, he 
lost much support for the Civil Rights 

Movement. He knew, however, that 
he had to speak his truth:
     A time comes when silence is  
     betrayal… Some of us who have 
     already begun to break the silence 
     of the night have found that the 
     calling to speak is often a voca
     tion of agony. But we must speak. 
     We must speak with all the humil-
     ity that is appropriate to our 
     limited vision. For we are deeply 
     in need of a new way beyond the 
     darkness that seems so close 
     around us. 
   Like Dr. King, I could not be silent, 
even at the risk of rejection and loss. 
If I continued in silence, I would be 
betraying others and myself. I had to 
be honest and be who I was created 
to be, to stand up to injustice and 
destructive forces around me.
   The Roman Catholic Church drew 
a line, and in 2012 I crossed it. Canon 
1024 of church law states that, “Only 
a baptized male can validly receive 
sacred ordination.” I have broken 
this law. The church told me the 
penalty for my actions was excom-
munication, but I do not accept 
this pronouncement. I did what my 
conscience and my heart told me was 
the right thing to do. Other women 
have done the same. Together we 
are standing up against the unjust 
church law, which says that women 
cannot be ordained. We are called to 
minister to the People of God, and 
we have found a way to be validly, if 
illicitly, ordained to the priesthood. I 
am a daughter of the church and the 
church is my family. The hierarchy 
tried to throw me out, but they have 
failed. The sin of sexism permeates 
the church, and I will continue to 
join my voice and my body with oth-
ers, while we, like John the Baptizer, 
call for repentance.
   “Anything I have ever done that 
ultimately was worthwhile…initially 
scared me to death.” This quote from 
motivational speaker Betty Bender, 
sums up my journey toward ordi-
nation. The formation process of 
preparing for priesthood is an inner 
one, full of obstacles to overcome.  I 
had to confront a host of emotions; 
fear, anger, and woundedness. 
   When I was seven years old, I 
played mass with the neighbor boys 
and was told I could never play the 
priest. I really wanted to serve at the 
altar with the boys and I asked my 
pastor if I could, and was denied. I 
also asked about being a priest when 
I grew up, and he said no. When I 
asked why, he gave me an answer 
that made no sense. My desire for 
priesthood was born and began to 
grow. I suppressed this longing 
through most of my life, settling for 
being a dedicated volunteer at our 
parish, organizing and running many 
programs throughout the years.
   In September of 2003, a friend 
of mine brought priests from the 
Ecumenical Catholic Communion to 
Olympia, Washington for a retreat. 
The desire that I had been buried 
for years began to resurface when I 
heard their stories. Then, in No-
vember of 2006, Bishop Dr. Patricia 
Fresan RCWP (Roman Catholic 
Womenpriests), came to Olympia to 
speak. In her presentation, she shared 
the story of how she came to be 
ordained priest and bishop. Her talk 
deeply moved me. The following day 
I was invited to attend a semi-private

Mass with her, some friends, and 
some members of RCWP. I left the 
Mass longing for more. Another 
friend of mine, Diane S. Whalen, 
also attended Fresan’s presentation 
and soon after, she applied for the 
RCWP’s formation program. Three 
years later she was ordained to the 
priesthood. During her ordination, I 
sat in the front row and felt the long-
ing welling up within me. 
   While Diane was preparing, 
friends, many clergy from other 
denominations, and even my own 
children, began to ask me when I was 
going to become a priest. Two days 
after Diane’s ordination I summoned 
every ounce of courage I possessed 
and called the program coordina-
tor for RCWP. After an informal 
interview over the phone I was sent 
an application packet in the mail, and 
eleven months later I was admit-
ted into the formation process. On 
November 3, 2012, I was ordained 
to the transitional diaconate and on 
May 31, 2014, Bishop Olivia Doko 
RCWP ordained me a priest. 
   It cannot be ignored that there 
are women in the Roman Catholic 
Church who have the same calling as 
men to be ordained priests. To deny 
this truth about women is to deny 
the truth of Jesus’ teachings, of early 
Christianity, of history and archaeol-
ogy, and of the Spirit’s movement 
in our lives. We all must speak out. 
To not act, or to remain silent, is a 
betrayal of this truth—a denial of 
women’s callings and identities. It 
ignores the Spirit’s movement within 
the People of God.  
   Today, a woman who aspires to the 
priesthood is among those unwanted, 
considered persona non grata. In fact, 
women who attempt to be ordained 
as priests—and the bishops who 
attempt to ordain them—are told by 
the Vatican that their actions are a 
sin as grievous against the church 
as those of people who have abused 
children!  Is there no longer room to 
dialogue, to follow an informed con-
science or the Spirit’s movement?
   In our prophetic stand against the 
injustices of the Church, our goal is 
to save and strengthen it by creating 
and bringing beauty and healing to 
a hurting world. We attempt to be a 
loving presence among those who 
have been marginalized or forced out 
of the Church. Through the Roman 
Catholic Womenpriests movement, 
a new way of being an inclusive 
Church has begun.
   Those of us in RCWP are not 
ordained for ourselves or for just one 
community, but for the entire Church. 
The People of God who have called 
us forth have asked us to baptize, 
anoint the sick and dying, hear con-
fessions, witness marriages, bury the 
dead, deliver meaningful homilies, 
and preside at Mass. Our bishops or-
dain both women and men. Some of 
these new practices address the needs 
of groups who, until recently, have 
not been served or welcomed by the 
Church. People on the margins are 
just as hungry for the sacraments and 
for a welcoming community vision 
as we all are; with new paradigms of 
community leadership, no one is ex-
cluded from the table. It is my belief 
that implementing this vision is what 
love requires of us right now. 
   As I continue to use my voice as a 
prophet, seeking justice in the Church  

for all people, I am grateful to be 
alive at this time in history, to be a 
part of this movement to bring change 
to the Church I cherish and believe in. 
It has been instrumental in forming 
me into who I am. I am grateful for 
my experiences that have enabled 
me to become a priest. Love in all its 
forms has brought me to this moment.

   I said to God, “Let me love you.”
and God replied, “Which part?”
“All of you, all of you,” I said.

“Dear,” God spoke, “you are as a 
mouse wanting to impregnate

a tiger who is not even in heat. It is a 
feat way

beyond your courage and strength.
You would run from me

if I removed my
mask.”

I said to God again,
“Beloved I need to love you—every 

aspect, every pore.”
 

And this time God said,
“There is a hideous blemish on my 

body,
though it is such an infinitesimal part 

of my Being—
could you kiss that if it were re-

vealed?”
“I will try, Lord, I will try.”

And then God said,
“That blemish is all the hatred and

cruelty in this
world.”

            ~ St. Thomas Aquinas ~      Ω

Rev. Kathleen Bellefeuille-Rice is one 
of the Washington Clippers and an or-
dained Roman Catholic Womenpriest.

ON 
THE CRUSADER
By MATT HARPER

At Ammon Hennacy House 
of Hospitality where I 
live, there is an orange 
tree. Every orange it has 

ever produced has been dry and 
sour. Whereas most orange trees are 
grown by planting the branch of a 
well-producing tree in the ground, 
this one was grown from a seed. 
Those well versed in fruit trees have 
told me that seeds are designed to be 
highly varied, and thus there is no 
way to know the quality of a seed-
grown tree until it comes to maturity, 
many years later. 
   I have been reflecting on the 
mascot and moniker of the College 
of the Holy Cross, my alma mater, 
since I was a student on the hill of 
Mt. St. James. I remember feeling a 
connection to and pride for the Holy 
Cross Crusaders as I cheered from 
the bleachers and oriented incom-
ing students. It was the same sort of 
positive emotion I often feel now 
when I reconnect with alumni. That 
said, I find myself wondering how 
conscious I was of the implications 
behind our mascot and moniker, 
especially since our Jesuit tradition 
asks of us continued mindfulness. 
   I choose to believe that the debate 
around changing our moniker and 
mascot does not include a question 
as to whether the Crusades were a 
portion of Catholic history that hon-
ored Christ’s teaching to “love your 
neighbors.” I equally have to believe 
that we will not deny the history of 
“crusader” by defining it only as “a 
person who campaigns vigorously 
for change,” as the word came to be 
used much later. 
   Nowadays, people do not like to 
change, myself included. And those 
of us who are used to getting and do-
ing the things we want are even less 
interested in adjusting ourselves to 
accommodate others. That is one of 
the dangers of privilege. 
   In light of the social progress many 
marginalized groups have fought for 
and gained, there has been a backlash 
from many around the concept of po-
litical correctness. People who do not 
personally know what the long his-
tory of State-and Church-sanctioned 
violence does to a community have 
decided that being asked to be mind-
ful of these legacies is not valuable 
and sometimes even inappropriate. 
   But language is powerful. When 
our words and names are rooted in a 
violent history, we must tread cau-
tiously with how we choose to mini-
mize, ignore, or elevate that violence. 
The injustices of the past— done to 
peoples and cultures—mixed with 
society’s unwillingness to atone and 
make amends for them lead us to this 
present moment. We must be careful 
and consider the consequences of 
choosing language and assigning 
names (or choosing not to change 
names) because it is convenient or 
does not seem important enough.
   For one example, those of us who 
have suffered the loss of someone 
to suicide are keenly aware of how 
language that minimizes these expe-

riences has saturated our culture: “If 
I don’t get (fill in the blank) I will 
just kill myself.” My friend Lewis 
committed suicide when I was in 
the 8th grade. I visualize his death 
every time those offhand comments 
are made. But those who do not have 
these personal experiences do not 
have to worry about (and likely do 
not consider that there has been) any 
impact from their words.
   Our pride in trying to preserve a 
name like “Crusader” keeps us from 
being people for and with others and, 
instead, makes us men and women 
for ourselves. 
   If we tolerate the excuse that peo-
ple are a product of their times, that 
the name was picked before Catho-
lics knew the fullness of the Cru-
sades, then let us also be a product of 
our times. Victims of sexual violence 
are courageously coming forward 
in droves to name their attackers. 
Statues and monuments of perpetra-
tors of genocide and brutality are 
being removed all over this county. 
We know history, we know Catholic 
values, and we know better than to 
simply continue as if this all was 
reconcilable. We have seen, with the 
benefits of hindsight and insight, that 
the Crusader has become something 
(I hope) it was not intended to be. 
How will we respond?
   Some have asked of these efforts, 
“How far are we going to let this 
go?” My first response is to wonder 
what we gain by deifying tradition. 
But more than that, my experience 
has been that most of those who ask 
this question are those who identify 
with the heroes of history books, 
those whose identities have made 
them feel entitled to power (a power 
that many now feel eroding). 
   If that is you, then you are like me. 
But it is time we seriously grapple 
with the darker sides of Catholic 
and U.S. history. Therefore, when I 
think about this question of, “How 
far are we going to let this go?” I am 
reminded of a line I once heard in a 
movie (one that unfortunately and 
admittedly glorifies violence): “The 
question is not how far. The ques-
tions is, ‘Do you [do we] possess the 
constitution, the depth of faith, to go 
as far as is needed?’”
    The Holy Cross community must 
consider if the legacy of our sports 
programs and the tradition of a name 
that has been in place since 1920 
are worth the problematic history 
of that name. We should consider if 
all the school swag we purchased 
from the bookstore is enough of a 
reason not to push for change. We 
should wonder what a person who 
knows nothing of Holy Cross might 
think if they were only to hear that 
we are the Crusaders. The relation-
ships, experiences, and opportunities 
gained from Holy Cross are far more 
significant and definitional then the 
mascot and moniker we held. And 
what does it say about our values 
if we do not honor those who have 
suffered greatly from the violence of 
our faith? Let us consider the deeply 
Ignatian practice of detachment, all 
for the greater glory of God.

   My parents used to teach Baptism 
classes, and they loved to tell a story 
of NBA all star Dikembe Mutombo. 
The story goes that after he was 
drafted, his new coach pulled him 
aside one day and offered this advice: 
“Surround yourself with people who 
have something to offer you, because 
the people you surround yourself 
with will come to define you.” What 
do we want to be defined by? 
   My community in Los Angeles 
could prioritize tradition and keep 
our orange tree. We could make an 
idol of the past and refuse to con-
sider our present reality—we are 
getting dry and sour oranges. But 
the wisdom of those who tend the 
earth has offered my community this 
insight: the best time to plant a fruit 
tree is 30 years ago; the second best 
time is today. Ninety-nine years ago, 
our Holy Cross family planted what 
they did and we now see the fruits 
of those years. Let us honor those 
years, yes, but make decisions for the 
future. Though it may not produce 
the fruit we want immediately, let us 
have the patience to let a new moni-
ker and mascot come to maturity so 
that future generations of Holy Cross 
students and alumni can look back 
with pride at this tough decision we 
were asked to make and, maybe, find 
gratitude for being able to benefit 
from the fruit of what we plant today. 
   [Holy Cross ultimately decided to 
get rid of the mascot but keep the 
moniker.]               Ω

Matt Harper is a Los Angeles Catho-
lic Worker community member and 
co-editor of the Agitator.
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AND

By CESAR CHAVEZ

The following article was written by 
Mr. Chavez during his 25-day “spiri-
tual fast” in early 1968, and was 
presented to a meeting on Mexican-
Americans and the Church at the 
Second Annual Mexican Conference 
in Sacramento, California on March 
8-10, 1968.

The place to begin is with our 
own experience with the 
Church in the strike which has 
gone on for thirty-one months 

in Delano. For in Delano the church 
has been involved with the poor in a 
unique way which should stand as a 
symbol to other communities.
   Of course, when we refer to the 
Church we should define the word 
a little. We mean the whole Church, 
the Church as an ecumenical body 
spread around the world, and not 
just its particular form in a parish in 
a local community. The Church we 
are talking about is a tremendously 
powerful institution in our society, 
and in the world.
   That Church is one form of the 
Presence of God on Earth, and so 
naturally it is powerful.
   It is powerful by definition. It is a 
powerful moral and spiritual force 
which cannot be ignored by any
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CHALLENGING THE CHURCH

like Archbishop Oscar Romero, of 
El Salvador, who unceasingly spoke 
out against and challenged the U.S.-
backed Arena government for the 
atrocities it committed against the 
Salvadoran peasants and religious, 
and vociferiously demanded an end to 
the repression. Today, in the U.S. (and 
elsewhere) it is primarily religious 
women (nuns)—as well as some 
priests—who follow the prophetic tra-
dition and willingly put their bodies 
on the line to speak truth to power. 
   For this article I attempted to 
interview either Archbishop Gomez 
or anyone in the archdiocese who 
would be able to speak on the issue. 
However, after three phone calls 
I finally received a return phone 
call and was told that Gomez had 
already made a statement more than 
a year ago and would not be avail-
able for an interview or comment. 
When I asked why the statement 
was only issued in the archdiocesan 
magazine, why a full press confer-
ence was not held, I was told that 
the media does not always cover 
the archbishop’s statements. This is 
unjustifiable. To my understanding, 
the church hierarchy is supposed 
to be, in theory, our teachers, and 
our leaders. If this is true, where is 
the leadership on this, among many 
other critical issues?  Indeed, why 
should the rest of the church also 
remain silent? 
   Yes, there is a small minority who 
have put their bodies on the line, but 
the entire church, each and every 
one of us, the Body of Christ, are 
obligated to give public witness to 
the gospel message, with or without 
the hierarchy, and should be in the 
streets leading this nation standing 
against this (among many other) 
abominable neo-fascist, anti-God 
policies that mock the gospel, 
wound other human beings created 
in God’s image and likeness, and 
destroy God’s created order. 
   Saint Paul, in 1 Corinthians 12:1-
26, instructs us that we are one 
body, and when one part of the body 
suffers, all the parts suffer with 
it. Children within the Body are 
being tortured and psychologically 
damaged for the rest of their lives. 
What are we the church waiting 
for? When will we wake up? Where 
is the solidarity to which we are 
called? When will we heed Jesus’ 
example in Luke 4:5-8, the Tempta-
tions story, and reject being allied 
to and willingly serving the princi-
palities and powers that rule over 
empire? If the church is to have 
any credibility among unbeliev-
ers (and with God), then it is about 
time we the church, specifically the 
hierarchy, boldly and proudly stand 
against the many injustices and 
heinous crimes  present that, in this 
case, are torturing innocent children.
   It is imperative that we remember 
the words of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., “Silence in the midst of 
injustice is complicity.” And from 
Philip Berrigan, “Dissent without 
civil disobedience is consent.”  May 
God have mercy on US!                Ω

Mike Wisniewski is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community mem-
ber and co-editor of the Agitator.
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movement.
   Furthermore, it is an organization 
with tremendous wealth.
   Since the Church is to be servant 
to the poor, it is our fault if that 
wealth is not channeled to help the 
poor in our world. In a small way we 
have been able, in the Delano strike, 
to work together with the Church in 

such a way as to bring some of its 
moral and economic power to bear 
on those who want to maintain the 
status quo, keeping farm workers in 
virtual enslavement.
   In brief, here is what happened in 
Delano:
   Some years ago, when some of 
us were working with the Com-
munity Service Organization, we 
began to realize the powerful effect 
which the Church can have on the 
conscience of the opposition. In 
scattered instances, in San Jose, 
Sacramento, Oakland, Los Ange-
les and other places, priests would 
speak out loudly and clearly against 
specific instances of oppression, and 
in some cases, stand with the people 
who were being hurt.
   Furthermore, a small group of 
priests, Frs. McDonald, McCollough, 
Duggan and others, began to pinpoint 
attention on the terrible situation of 
the farm workers in our state.
   At about that same time, we began 
to run into the California Migrant 
Ministry in the camps and field. 
They were about the only ones there, 
and a lot of us were very suspicious, 
since we were Catholics and they 
were Protestants. However, they had 
developed a very clear conception of 
the Church.
   It was called to serve, to be at the 
mercy of the poor, and not to try to 
use them. After a while this made a 
lot of sense to us, and we began to 
find ourselves working side by side 
with them. In fact, it forced us to 
raise the question why OUR Church 
was not doing the same.
   We would ask, “Why do the Prot-
estants come out here and help the 
people, demand nothing, and give 
all their time to serving farm work-
ers, while our own parish priests 
stay in their churches, where only a 
few people come, and usually feel 
uncomfortable?”
   It was not until some of us moved 
to Delano and began working to 
build the National Farm Workers 
Association that we really saw how 
far removed from the people the 
parish Church was. In fact, we could 
not get any help at all from the 
priests of Delano. When the strike 
began, they told us we could not 
even use the Church’s auditorium 
for the meetings. The farm workers’ 
money helped build that auditorium! 
But the Protestants were there again, 
in the form of the California Migrant 
Ministry, and they began to help in 
little ways, here and there.
   When the strike started in 1965, 
most of our friends forsook us for 
a while. They ran—or were just 
too busy to help. But the California 
Migrant Ministry held a meeting 
with its staff and decided that the 
strike was a matter of life or death 
for farm workers everywhere, and 
that even if it meant the end of the 
Migrant Ministry they would turn 
over their resources to the strikers.
   The political pressure on the 
Protestant Churches was tremen-
dous and the Migrant Ministry lost 
a lot of money. But they stuck it out, 
and they began to point the way to 
the rest of the Church. In fact, when 
30 of the strikers were arrested for 
shouting Huelga, 11 ministers went 
to jail with them.
   They were in Delano that day at the 
request of Chris Hartmire, director 
of the California Migrant Ministry. 
Then the workers began to raise the 
question: “Why ministers? Why not 
priests? What does the Bishop say?”
   But the Bishop said nothing.
   But slowly the pressure of the 
people grew and grew, until finally 
we have in Delano a priest sent by 
the new Bishop, Timothy Manning, 
who is there to help minister to the 
needs of farm workers. His name is 
Father Mark Day, and he is now the

union chaplain.
   Finally, our own Catholic Church 
has decided to recognize that we 
have our own peculiar needs, just as 
the growers have theirs.
   But outside of the local diocese, 
the pressure built up on growers to 
negotiate was tremendous. Though 
we were not allowed to have our 
own priest, the power of the ecu-
menical body of the Church was tre-
mendous.  The work of the Church, 
for example, in the Schenley, Di 
Giorgio, Perelly-Minetti strikes was 
fantastic.  They applied pressure—
and they mediated.  
   When poor people get involved in 
a long conflict, such as a strike, or 
a civil rights drive, and the pressure 
increases each day, there is a deep 
need for spiritual advice. Without it 
we see families crumble, leadership 
weaken, and hard workers grow 
tired. And in such a situation the 
spiritual advice must be given by a 
friend, not by the opposition.
   What sense does it make to go 
to Mass on Sunday and reach out 
for spiritual help, and instead get 
sermons about the wickedness of 
your cause? That only drives one to 
question and to despair. The growers 
in Delano have their spiritual prob-
lems… we do not deny that. They 
have every right to have priests and 
ministers who serve their needs.
   BUT WE HAVE DIFFERENT 
NEEDS, AND SO WE NEEDED A 
FRIENDLY SPIRITUAL GUIDE.
   And this is true in every com-
munity in this state where the poor 
face tremendous problems. But 
the opposition raises a tremendous 
howl about this. They do not want 
us to have our spiritual advisors, 
friendly to our needs. Why is this?  
Why indeed except that THERE IS 
TREMENDOUS SPIRITUAL AND 
ECONOMIC POWER IN THE 
CHURCH. The rich know it, and for 
that reason they choose to keep it 
from the people.
   The leadership of the Mexican-
American Community must admit 
that we have fallen far short in our 
task of helping provide spiritual 
guidance for our people.
   We may say, “I don’t feel any such 
need. I can get along.” But that is a 
poor excuse for not helping provide 
such help for others. For we can 
also say, “I don’t need any welfare 
help. I can take care of my own 
problems.”
   But we are all willing to fight 
like hell for welfare aid for those 
who truly need it, who would 
starve without it. Likewise, we may 
have gotten an education and not 
care about scholarship money for 
ourselves, or our children.  But we 
would, we should, fight like hell to 
see to it that our state provides aid 
for any child needing it so that he 
can get the education he desires.  
LIKEWISE WE CAN SAY WE 
DON’T NEED THE CHURCH. 
THAT IS OUR BUSINESS. BUT 
THERE ARE HUNDREDS OF 
THOUSANDS OF OUR PEOPLE 
WHO DESPERATELY NEED 
SOME HELP FROM THAT 
POWERFUL INSTITUTION, THE 
CHURCH, AND WE ARE FOOL-
ISH NOT TO HELP THEM GET IT.
   For example, the Catholic Chari-
ties agencies of the Catholic Church 
has millions of dollars earmarked 
for the poor. But often the money is 
spent for food baskets for the needy 
instead of for effective action to 
eradicate the causes of poverty.
   The men and women who ad-
minister this money sincerely want 
to help their brothers. It should be 
our duty to help direct the attention 
to the basic needs of the Mexican-
Americans in our society… needs 
which cannot be satisfied with bas-
kets of food, but rather with effective

organizing at the grass roots level.   
Therefore, I am calling for Mexican-
American groups to stop ignoring 
this source of power. It is not just our 
right to appeal to the Church to use 
its power effectively for the poor, 
it is our duty to do so. It should be 
as natural as appealing to govern-
ment… and we do that often enough.
   Furthermore, we should be prepared 
to come to the defense of that priest, 
rabbi, minister, or layman of the 
Church, who out of commitment to 
truth and justice gets into a tight place 
with his pastor or bishop. It behooves 
us to stand with that man and help him 
see his trial through. It is our duty to 
see to it that his rights of conscience 
are respected and that no bishop, pas-
tor or other higher body takes that 
God-given, human right away.
   Finally, in a nutshell, what do we 
want the Church to do? We do not 
ask for more cathedrals. We do not 
ask for bigger churches or fine gifts. 
We ask for its presence with us, 
beside us, as Christ among us. We 
ask the Church to sacrifice with the 
people for social change, for justice, 
and for love of brother. We do not 
ask for words. We ask for deeds. We 
do not ask for paternalism. We ask 
for servanthood.                              Ω

Cesar Chavez founded the United 
Farm Workers Union in 1962, and 
died in 1993 at age 66. The LACW 
has been a longtime supporter of the 
UFW.

PARISH HOUSES 
OF 

HOSPITALITY
BY PETER MAURIN

Today we need Houses of Hospitality
as much as they needed them then,
if not more so.
We have Parish Houses for the priests,
Parish Houses for educational 
purposes,
Parish Houses for recreational 
purposes,
but no Parish Houses of Hospitality.
Bossuet says that the poor
are the first children of the Church.
so the poor should come first.
People with homes should
have a room of hospitality.
So as to give shelter
to the needy members
of the parish.
The remaining needy
members of the parish
should be given shelter in a Parish 
Home.
Furniture, clothing, and food
should be sent to the needy
members of the parish
at the Parish House of Hospitality.
We need Parish Homes
as well as Parish Domes.
In the new Cathedral of Liverpool
there will be a Home
as well as a dome.                           Ω

Peter Maurin is the co-founder of the 
Catholic Worker movement. This is 
one of Peter’s “Easy Essays.”

August 2019 Agitator 
Updates:

1. Many of the photos on pages 
3-5 were taken by the Instagram 
artist—ToDisruptAndObserve.
2.  The complete version of Susan 
Dietrich’s article Homeless in Los 
Angeles will soon be available on 
our website:
(http://lacatholicworker.org).
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RESISTANCE NEWS

On Wednesday, September 25, the 
LACW coordinated a press conference 
and nonviolent direct action at a local 
Prudential Financial office. Prudential is 
the primary funder for GEO Group, one 
of the nation’s largest private for-profit 
prison contractors who is planning to 
build another concentration camp in 
Baldwin, Michigan, where immigrant 
and refugee children will be held (see 
article on page 3). We called for Pru-
dential to divest from the GEO Group. 
Thirty people rallied outside while two 
LACWs, Mike Wisniewski and Kaleb 
Havens, occupied the Prudential office 
for more than two hours and refused to 
leave until there was an assurance that 
the company would divest from GEO 
Group. Although the police were called, 
the corporate headquarters refused to sign 
a trespass complaint. No arrests were 
made. See video on our FB page.

PLOWSHRES UPDATE

On August 26, a federal judge in 
Brunswick, GA denied all Kings Bay 
Plowshares 7 pre-trial motions related 
to their April 14, 2018 nonviolent 
disarmament action at Kings Bay 
Naval Base. The activists had urged 
U.S. District Judge Lisa Godbey-Wood 
to dismiss their charges for numerous 
legal reasons as well as the fact that the 
hundreds of first strike nuclear weap-
ons on the submarines based at the 
naval base are illegal and immoral.
   The judge found the Plowshares ac-
tivists did establish a prima facie case 

under the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act because they were 
sincerely religiously motivated to 
challenge the nuclear weapons at 
the Naval Base. Godbey-Wood also 
found that the government’s actions 
substantially burdened their right to 
exercise their religious beliefs. How-
ever, the judge went on to rule that 
the government had a compelling in-
terest in keeping unauthorized people 
out of the base and the prosecution of 
the Plowshares activists was the least 
restrictive means of protecting the 
safety of the base.
   A jury trial was set for October 21 
at 9am presided over by Judge Lisa 
Godbey-Wood where they face a 
maximum 25 years if convicted. The 
judge’s 19-page opinion is posted at 
kingsbayplowshares7.org   
   There are numerous planned activi-
ties prior to the trial. Check the above 
website for all activities. 

BETTY HORESKI - R.I.P.

On August 24, my dear mother-in-law 
passed away at age 94, five weeks 
after my mom passed. 
   Betty (mom) was the best mother-
in-law one could wish for. She was 
kind, considerate, generous, under-
standing, supportive, and a great 
cook. She was always there for 
family and friends whenever help was 
needed—whether counsel, someone 
to talk to, or a shoulder to cry on. 
   Mom was a hard worker in every 
aspect, working for UniRoyal Tire for 
33 years building tires, gardening at 
home, cooking, and caring for family. 
   She is survived by three adult 
children, eight adult grandchildren, 
twelve great grandchildren, and one 
great-great grandchild. She is and will 
continue to be greatly missed. 
BETTY HORESKI – ¡PRESENTE!

SURVEILLANCE

The California Senate recently 
passed AB1215: The Body Camera 
Accountability Act, which blocks 
law enforcement agencies in the state 
from using facial recognition surveil-
lance on officer-worn body cameras. 
   By banning law enforcement use 
of facial recognition, the California 
Senate took a positive step towards 
keeping all communities safe. This 
error-prone and racially-biased tech-
nology within the hands of police 
would only exacerbate the reality of 
state-sanctioned violence and dis-

crimination perpetrated by police 
against people of color; and it
opens the door for mass surveillance 
without any oversight. 
                           —mediajustice.org

RAPE AND PREGNANCY

An estimated 10,000 women who 
get pregnant through rape annu-
ally choose to keep and raise the 
baby. Although oftentimes another 
nightmare arises: the rapist demands 
custody. For decades, a majority of 
states allowed convicted rapists to 
exercise custody over the children 
conceived in their crimes. However, 
over the past several years, some 
organizations and attorneys have 
strongly advocated for laws that 
terminate rapists’ parental rights. 
 —Mother Jones Magazine Sept 
2019

CHARGES DROPPED

On March 18, 2019, during the an-
nual Pacific Life Community retreat, 
eleven people held a sign that read: 
“Lockheed Weapons Terrorize the 
World” and walked onto the road-
way to block traffic from going into 
Lockheed. The eleven were arrested 
and charged with trespass. 
   After an arraignment where all pled 
not guilty, the activists were given a 
September 30 trial date. However, the 
District Attorney recently decided “in 
the interests of justice” to drop the 
charges. Lockheed Martin produces 
missile systems for nuclear weapons.

   August provided plenty of fun as we 
wrapped up our annual summer intern 
program. 
   Sol, from Boyle Heights Centro CSO 
(Community Service Organization), 
gave a presentation about their work 
struggling for the liberation of all Mex-
ican, Chicano, and Latino people.
   Sarah and Jed took the interns to 
Venice Beach to help longtime CW 
friends Lisa Redmond, Judy Kehr, 
and Ken Baldwin serve their weekly 
meal to the homeless. The extra hands 
allowed for a special meal of hot dogs! 
After serving, Lisa took the group on 
a tour of Venice, where they saw street 
sweeps similar to those in our own 
Skid Row area where city workers 
come through and hassle those living 
on sidewalks in the hope of discourag-
ing them from staying in the area.
   The Orange County Catholic Worker 
hosted a field trip for our interns, who

were able to experience what another 
CW house does. Leia and Jordan 
talked about their work housing 
women and feeding the hungry in 
OC and their struggle for the rights 
of unhoused people in the county.
   Dennis Apel from our sister house 
in Gudalupe, CA also gave a presen-
tation in preparation for our annual 
prayerful vigil commemorating the 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
He enlightened us about Vandenberg 
Air Force Base, the missile testing 
they perform there, and the adverse 
effects the Marshall Islanders experi-
ence as a result of the missile tests.
   This year’s gathering at Vanden-
berg’s front gate saw dozens of 
people coming together in the hopes 
of a nuclear-free future and included 
a civil disobedience action by our 
own Catherine Morris, where she 
crossed onto base property and was 
confronted by military police in riot 
gear. She was cited for trespass and 
immediately released. Catherine’s 
prayer and message is that if we 
were to close this military base, and 
others that prepare for nuclear war, 
we could house all of those in need 
throughout the country.
   Some of us took advantage of be-
ing on California’s Central Coast to 
take in a little beauty. Megan, Sarah, 
the interns, and I visited Montana de 
Oro State Park and the sea otters in 
Morro Bay to cleanse our lungs of 
the smoggy L.A. air and get in touch 
with nature.
   As we concluded this year’s 
summer internship the community 
treated the interns to a pizza party at 
Shakey’s down the street from us.    
   Alee, Sigma, Liz, Gloria, and Erin 
have all moved on to the next phase 
of their life journey, and we pray that 
what they have learned on L.A.’s 
Skid Row will stay with them as they

work for a better world.
   Our (open to the public) Wednesday 
night liturgies are always edifying. 
At times they are led by a Catholic 
priest, other times a Protestant minis-
ter, and sometimes a lay presider. 
   We were recently blessed to have 
special guest presiders. Ellie Hi-
dalgo brought us communion from 
our parish, Dolores Mission Church, 
where she is Pastoral Assistant. DM, 
as some affectionately call it, allows 
homeless folks to sleep in the church 
at night. They truly serve as a model 
for churches everywhere.
   Rev. Jen, a Roman Catholic 
Womanpriest also joined us. We are 
always happy to have her and others 
of their group confirm to us, and the 
world, just how capable women are 
at leading worship.
   As usual we had our share of visi-
tors coming and going. David De-
Cosse came down from Santa Cruz 
to help out for a couple of weeks 
before returning to teach Catholic 
ethics at U.C. Santa Cruz. During 
our weekly culture critique he shared 
with us the hope he finds in recent 
movement in the Vatican towards a 
viable ethics of non-violence.
   Frank Cordero, longtime friend 
and founder of the Des Moines Cath-
olic Worker, joined us for a spell. It 
is always great to see Frank and hear 
how things are going with Catholic 
Workers in the Midwest.
   Sean O’Reilly from Australia 
also visited for a couple of weeks. 
Having last been in the U.S. more 
than a decade ago, this career mental 
health nurse was eager to jump in and 
help us as well as catch up with old 
friends on this side of the Pacific.
Sean joined Megan, Erin, me, and 
our friends at the Los Angeles Com-
munity Action Network for their 
annual Labor Day block party. 

L.A. CAN served hot dogs and the 
Hippie Kitchen provided the chili 
beans to go on top, all with a party 
vibe and musical entertainment from 
local artists.
   Maria Teresa Kamel returned to 
work with us after a year as a college 
campus minister in her hometown of 
San Antonio, TX. We are thrilled to 
have her and her many talents back 
with us.
   Kaleb and I joined folks from the 
Services Not Sweeps Coalition 
commenting before the city’s Home-
lessness and Poverty Committee. For 
three hours people commented on 
the need for the council to abandon 
proposed changes that would make 
it easier for police to confiscate the 
property of our friends on the street. 
   We did not shutter the Hippie 
Kitchen for the recent climate strike, 
but Mike and Sarah both made it out 
to the big march. It began at Pershing 
Square with speakers and musicians 
then processed to city hall with an-
other rally. Several thousands joined in 
to demand a sustainable future for the 
youth and those who come after them.
   A large group of LACWs, volun-
teers, and guests, went to a Dodger 
baseball game on a recent Tuesday 
night. Taking advantage of their 
policy allowing food to be brought 
in, we chowed down on peanuts and 
hot dogs as the Dodgers cruised to 
another victory.
   Although it still feels like summer, 
before we know it the holidays will 
be here. We thank you for your con-
tinued support. Hopefully with your 
help and prayers and with God’s 
grace we can keep it up a while lon-
ger. Many blessings.
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SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:
LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org 
 1.  Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
        632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
       (323) 267-8789
  2.  Hospitality Kitchen (aka Hippie Kitchen)
        821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
       (213) 614-9615

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728    http://lvcw.org

ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304    http://occatholicworker.org

SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420

HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364

KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706     
http://catholicworkerhospitalityhouse.org

BEATITUDE HOUSE
267 Campodonico Ave., Guadalupe, CA 93434-1501
(805) 343-6322   www.facebook.com/beatitudehouse

ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410  http://sbcw.org   lizaOSB@aol.com 
CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER 
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
http://casacolibricw.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063  -  casacolibricw@gmail.com

AMANI HOUSE - NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA
mdavidomondi@gmail.com

NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC WORKER
NJCW@riseup.net — 323-704-9960

NEW ORLEANS CATHOLIC WORKER
1910 Constance St.
New Orleans, LA 70130
(504) 457-8062 - nocw@yahoo.com
http://neworleanscatholicworker.weebly.com

CHRISTMAS ON SKID ROW
WE NEED CANES, STAMPS, SOCKS, SANDALS, RAZORS,
CALENDARS, RAIN PONCHOS, AND READING GLASSES
• CANES: Our kitchen guests constantly ask us for canes. Please help us fill their need by 
donating adjustable metal canes.

• STAMPS: Please send “Forever” and “Global Forever” stamps for our annual Christmas card 
project. Because of your generosity last year, we DO NOT need Christmas cards this year.

• SOCKS: Our downtown guests are forced to walk a great deal each day. This creates a 
great need for socks. Our foot care ministry is in need of NEW men’s medium and large both 
WHITE and BLACK full size socks, as well as OPEN TOE SANDALS (Strapped or Slide) - 
all sizes, but better larger than smaller.

• CALENDARS: Our friends downtown appreciate calendars. If you have extras, please 
send them as a New Year’s treat.  

• OTHER NEEDS: Inexpensive lightweight disposable rain ponchos. 
   NEW reading glasses with a strength between +1.0 and +3.5.
   Disposable razors
LIVE OUT OF THE AREA AND WOULD LIKE TO SAVE ON SHIPPING COSTS?  
Simply write a check payable to the Los Angeles Catholic Worker and place your request 
on the memo line, and we will shop for you.  THANK YOU.  MANY BLESSINGS.

On December 2, 1980, four U.S. churchwomen 
working with the poor in El Salvador – Maryknoll 
Sisters Maura Clarke and Ita Ford, Ursuline Sister 
Dorothy Kazel, and lay missioner Jean Donovan – 

were kidnapped, raped, and murdered by the 
U.S.-backed military of El Salvador.  In the end 

they met the same fate as thousands of unnamed 
poor of El Salvador who were killed or disappeared. 
 Join us in commemorating their 39th anniversary.

Monday, December 2 at 7:00 PM 
at Mt. Saint Mary’s College - Doheny Campus  

10 Chester Place,  L.A., 90007
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