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HOMELESS 
IN LOS ANGELES

Wealthy developers get whatever they want, but the poor, as usual, get nothing. 

How did we 
get here?
 It did not 

happen over-
night.  There 
has been a 
systematic 

dismantling of 
the affordable 
housing units 
on Skid Row, 
and City Hall 

just let it 
happen.

By SUSAN DIETRICH

It seems to me that if the powers 
that be in City Hall really had 
the desire to house the homeless 
they would be doing it instead 

of woefully wringing their hands and 
making excuses. They have Propo-
sition HHH (supportive housing 
for homeless) funds ($1.2 billion) 
to build housing, yet no units have 
opened, and the first units will not 
be ready until early 2020. Not even 
shelters are being built! The Mayor 
promised 100 bed bridge shelters in 
each city council district—temporary 
housing until the HHH permanent 
supportive housing could be built; 
and yet to date, the only shelter that 
has opened is near Olvera Street, 
which has only 45 beds.  Moreover, 
Garcetti cannot get enough toilets on 
Skid Row. Is the Mayor really that 
incompetent, or is this just a strategy 
to leave our homeless sisters and 
brothers stranded on the sidewalk?
   The homeless population in the 
city of Los Angeles, centered in Skid 
Row, has been steadily increasing 
over the last decade and this year 
it swelled to 36,300, even though 
they spent $619 million on homeless 
services.  How did we get here?
   It did not happen overnight. There 
has been a systematic dismantling 
of affordable housing units on Skid 
Row, and City Hall just let it happen. 
In the 1960s there were 10,000 units 
of affordable housing, and back then 
a General Relief check covered the 
rent. By the mid 80s there were 6,700 
units, but now we have only 3,000 
affordable housing units left. If you 
wonder why there are so many people 
camped on sidewalks it is because 
we have eliminated their housing 
(L.A Times; July 15, 2015). It is the 
housing, stupid. People are homeless 
because they do not have housing.
   It all began to change when Tom 
Gilmore bought a building on 4th St. 
and Main and converted it to upper-
scale lofts, it changed the real estate 
dynamic all the way down Main St. 
After that nonprofits could not secure 
housing for the very poor because 
they could not compete with wealthy 
developers. It resulted in the conver- 

sion of affordable Single Room 
Occupancy (SRO) units to market 
rate and the City stood by and let it 
happen (L.A. Times; July 15, 2015). 
City officials could have protected 
the permanent affordable housing on 
Skid Row for traditional residents. 
That certainly came up in countless 
policy documents (L.A. Housing 
Dept. memo to Mayor Villaraigosa 
Aug 22, 2005). But the City chose 
laissez faire economics instead.  As 
a result, we now have a permanent 
sidewalk population that has nowhere 
to go (The Planning Report-TPR-
Sept. 2014 issue).  
   There is a major absence of afford-
able housing units for people whose 
total income is a $223 General Relief 
check. Nobody in the private or 
public sector really builds housing 
for people with that income.  That 
is why preserving the SRO’s on the 
Row was so critical  (TPR-Sept 2014 
issue).  Back in the 1970s the City 
Redevelopment Agency (CRA) had 
a plan to preserve housing on Skid 
Row because they understood that it 
provided housing for the city’s poor-
est residents who had nowhere else 
to go.  But, by the 80s the CRA lost 
power and nobody at City Hall was 
interested in planning so downtown 
became laissez faire economics, 
which it is to this day (L.A. Times 
July 15, 2015).
   Consequently, laissez faire eco-
nomics in downtown means that 
wealthy developers get whatever they 
want, but the poor, as usual, get noth-
ing.  According to the L.A. Times, 
Downtown Los Angeles has not seen 
this much construction since the 
1920s. There are currently 121 build-
ing projects developing in Down-
town L.A., and yet the city cannot 
figure out how to house the thou-
sands of folks living on Skid Row, 
and throughout the county, even 
though taxpayers voted to tax them-
selves to the tune of $1.2 Billion in 
2016, to build 10,000 units of hous-
ing for the homeless. Again, to date, 
not one unit is ready! It is truly mind  
boggling!                                        Ω                                     

Susan Dietrich is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member.
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MARY 
ELIZABETH 
MEADE

By JEFF DIETRICH

   Mary Elizabeth Meade died on 
June 25, after a bout with stomach 
cancer. Mary was one of the first 
young people to join the LACW 
community. She lived and worked 
with us for four years in the 1970s 
and was very influential in our early 
development.  Much of the L.A. 
Catholic Worker history is tied up 
with the history of the Meade family. 
Mary is the oldest of 12 children, her 
mother, also Mary Meade, was one 
of our earliest volunteers at Hospital-
ity Kitchen, working with us begin-
ning in 1973. She came to volunteer 
on Mondays with a group of women 
from St. John Fisher parish in Palos 
Verdes. Mary and her husband Jack 
always wanted 12 children but when 
we first met her she was still working 
on the 12th. Shortly after Robert was 
born she bundled him into a back 
pack and brought him to the soup 
kitchen to chop onions, butter bread, 
and serve beans to the homeless.  
One of Robert’s earliest memories 
was helping me to set rat traps in the 
basement of the old kitchen.
   Mary learned of the L.A. Catholic 
Worker through her mother, volun-
teered at the kitchen and later moved 
in and lived and worked with us for 
three years in the 70s.  Ultimately 
three more of Mary’s siblings would 
live and work at the Catholic Worker 
throughout the seventies and early 
eighties:  Tom, Maggie, and Jose. 
They would all meet and marry their 
spouses here (although Tom and 
Maureen would later split). 
   Her funeral was a sad but joyous 
affair with lots of Irish singing, good 
food, and cookies, brownies, and 
lemon bars baked by Mary’s siblings. 
Mary is survived by her husband 
Adrian, her four children Marie, An-
gela, Amanda, AJ, (the youngest born 
on her 47th birthday) and her grand-
child Nicolette, and her 11 sisters and 
brothers. Deo Gratius.                 Ω 

MARY MEADE – ¡PRESENTE!
                   
Jeff Dietrich is Editor Emeritus of the 
Catholic Agitator                                                 

BOOK REVIEW:

DEMOCRACY INC.
DEMOCRACY INC. — Managed 
Democracy and the Specter of 
Inverted Totalitarianism By Sheldon 
S. Wolin; Princeton University Press; 
2008; 356 pages; $29.95
By MIKE WISNIEWSKI

At the outset, it should be 
noted that the author of 
Democracy Inc, Sheldon 
S. Wolin, is professor 

emeritus of politics at Princeton 
University. He has authored two 
previous books on politics, hence has 
much knowledge of the political and 
economic world, and a vast amount 
of wisdom to comprehend how the 
various changes that have taken place 
are leading our nation to its demise.
   Wolin’s diagnosis of the current 
state of capitalism and what remains 
of democracy (he labels it “managed 
democracy”) in the U.S. Empire is and 
should be very troubling to each and 
all living in this nation who care about 
the future, here and for the planet.  
   One factor of concern for Wolin is 
the blatant indifference citizens have 
had toward the significant and far-
reaching changes, some revolution-
ary, others counterrevolutionary, that 
have taken place in the concentration 
of economic power that began in the 
latter half of the nineteenth century 
and has continued through today (at 
an even more rapid pace), develop-
ing into the consolidation of state and 
(corporate) economic power rooted in 
exploitation and opportunism that is 
rapidly driving our nation into what 
he terms “inverted totalitarianism,” 
which “represents the political com-
ing of age of corporate power and 
the political demobilization of the 
citizenry…It represents the antithesis 
of constitutional power. (However,) it 
is not derivative from ‘classic’ totali-
tarianism” (Preface-x, xiii). 
   Wolin asserts that some revolution-
ary changes “chart new directions 
for the nation and introduce new 
techniques for extending American 
power, both internally (surveillance of 
citizens) and externally (seven hundred 
military bases abroad), beyond any 
point even imagined by previous ad-
ministrations. Other changes are coun-
terrevolutionary in the sense of revers-
ing social policies originally aimed at 
improving the lot of the middle and 
poorer classes” (Preface-xii).
   Wolin explains that, “Any prospect 
of revitalizing democracy in America 
should not assume that we can start 
afresh. It is not morning in America. 
The first step should be to reflect on 
the changes of the past half century 
that have distorted the cultural sup-
ports of democracy and eroded its 
political practices while preparing 
the way for politics and political cul-
ture favorable to inverted totalitarian-
ism” (p.238).
   He stresses that, “antidemocracy, 
executive predominance, and elite 
rule are basic elements of inverted 
totalitarianism. ‘Private enterprise’ 
evolves into a globalizing copartner-
ship with the state: a double trans-
mutation, of corporation and state. 
The former becomes more political, 
the latter more market orientated. 
This new political amalgam works at 
rationalizing domestic politics so that 
it serves the needs of both corporate 
and state interests while defending 
and projecting those same interests 
into an increasingly volatile and com-
petitive global environment” (p.239).  
   Further, it “exploits the poor, reduc-
ing or weakening health programs 
and social services, regimenting mass 
education for an insecure workforce 

threatened by the importation of low 
wage-workers and exportation of jobs 
(p.239).
   Wolin emphasizes that antidem-
ocracy encourages what he calls 
“civic demobalization,” which is 
“conditioning an electorate to being 
aroused for a brief spell, controlling 
its attention span, and then encourag-
ing distraction or apathy. The intense 
pace of work and the extended 
working day, combined with job 
insecurity, is a formula for political 
demobilization, for privatizing the 
citizenry. It works indirectly. Citi-
zens are encouraged to distrust their 
government and politicians; to con-
centrate upon their own interests; to 
begrudge their taxes; and to exchange 
active involvement for symbolic 
gratifications of patriotism, collec-
tive self-righteousness, and military 
prowess. Above all, depoliticiza-
tion is promoted through society’s 
being enveloped in an atmosphere 
of collective fear and of individual 
powerlessness; fear of terrorists, loss 
of jobs, the uncertainties of pension 
plans, soaring health costs, and rising 
educational expenses. The result is 
that citizenship, or what remains of it, 
is practiced amidst a continuing state 
of worry” (p.239).
   He warns that, “One shouldn’t 
expect empire to promote liberty, 
participation, or equality other than 
as versions of economic opportunity. 
The object of managed democracy is 
to…neutralize or incite the citizens.  
Managed democracy thrives not on 
active suppression but on an elector-
ate so evenly divided as to prevent 
the formation of a strong majority 
will. While an evenly divided elector-
ate stymies the formation of effective 
majorities, it enhances the power of 
corporate lobbies” (p.240).
   Wolin indicates that although the 
astronomical cost of U.S. ambitions 
for global hegemony and its imperial 
wars are bankrupting the nation, it 
will not necessarily spell the demise 
of inverted totalitarianism stating, 
“The fact of terrorism, combined 
with the imaginary it has assumed in 
the national consciousness, will pro-
vide justification enough for retaining 
the security apparatus, subsidizing 
the defense industry, and nurturing 
the ‘fear factor,’ while accustom-
ing the citizen to a legal regime that 
sanctions extraconstitutional powers, 
including the torture of prisoners and 
domestic spying” (p.241).
  He also places part of the blame for 
the Iraq war, and the persistence of 
empire’s antidemocratic tendencies, 
on the citizenry for its “unthinking 
support.” The culpability, complic-
ity, and apathy of the citizenry must 
also be understood. This is the same 
citizenry who watched supinely as 
the Bush regime defied the electorate 
and achieved a political coup, yet did 
nothing (p.242).    

The following is a letter to the editor 
of The Angelus, publication of the 
Los Angeles Catholic Archdiocese.

By THEO KAYSER 

I was disappointed in your recent 
coverage of Estella Lopez and 
the human catastrophe of Skid 
Row.

   The fact is that Lopez’s Business 
Improvement District (BID) does not 
exist to help or support Skid Row’s 
vulnerable population, but rather to 
advocate for those with money in 
downtown Los Angeles. A recent re-
port out of U.C. Berkeley concluded, 
“BIDs are a concerted and growing 
effort to erase from cities any sign 
of vast inequality while at the same 
time perpetuating it... BIDs work to 
manufacture the appearance of pros-
perity in the city square but that farce 
comes at the expense of basic human 
rights for the unhoused poor.”
   Lopez’s take that people live on 
Skid Row because of access to drugs 
is a narrative propagated by those 
like her to justify taking away the 
rights of and generally dehumanize 
our sisters and brothers in greatest 
need. There are people on Skid Row 
who use drugs, just as surely as there 
are in the homes that make up Lo-
pez’s own neighborhood or Beverly 
Hills for that matter. (Come spend 
time on Skid Row and you will see 
cars, even high-end luxury cars, 
from outside the area driving in to 
purchase drugs before driving away 
again.) Yes, you see people on the 
street using drugs, but only because 
they do not have a house to keep you 
from seeing them. The reason people 
sleep on the streets of Los Angeles 
is because they are poor and there is 
not enough housing for poor people 
in Los Angeles, period.
   Every one of your readers know 
how ridiculously expensive housing 
is in Los Angeles and more and more 
Angelenos are suffering at the hands 
of exorbitant rent every day. Many of 
us are a lay off, medical bill, or other 
unexpected event from homelessness 
ourselves.
   Lopez also asserts, “Whenever 
the city tries to do something, the 
advocates file suit to stop them.” 
What kinds of things do advocates 
sue over? In a city where the number 
of people who are homeless outnum-
ber shelter beds by tens of thousands, 
courts have ruled that the city of Los 
Angeles is not allowed to prosecute 
people for violating anti-camping 
ordinances because people liter-
ally have nowhere else to go. Legal 
action has also been brought against 
the city when it has thrown away

CORRECTING 
THE NARRATIVE 

the personal property of unhoused 
people. And again, the courts con-
tinue to affirm that people have a 
constitutional right to property even 
if they are poor.
   I have personally seen Lopez’s 
CCEA (Central City East Associa-
tion) and the LAPD throw away and 
crush property left momentarily 
outside the gate of the L.A. Catholic 
Worker soup kitchen while its owner 
sought services inside. When some-
one’s bag or shopping cart is taken 
it is not just their clothes and other 
items necessary for survival that are 
thrown out, it is irreplaceable or dif-
ficulty replaced items as well, family 
photographs, and other identification 
documents.                                      Ω

Theo Kayser is a Los Angeles Catho-
lic Worker community member and 
co-editor of the Catholic Agitator.

Continued on page 6
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ANYTHING BUT LAZY
The myth of laziness needs to be called out for what it is: a stereotype intended to destroy 

the character of already abused and oppressed people and to justify the squalor forced on them.

By MATT HARPER 

Every other Thursday at 5am, 
the Los Angeles Police De-
partment remind our Gladys 
Avenue neighbors that it is 

street cleaning day. By 8am, all their 
belongings must be removed from 
the street until day’s end.
   After one such day, Clarissa asked
me for $5 to rent a push cart to help 
her move her things (her noticeably 
stooped back made moving very 
difficult).
   Although the city has codified 
a 60-gallon limit for Skid Row 
residents personal belongings, life 
certainly necessitates more. (What 
would life look like if you shrunk 
your day to 60-gallons?) Wanting to 
help, I offered my labor.
   The hour I spent moving Clarissa’s
basic necessities (things like a tent, 
mattress, camper stove, bags of
clothes, food, and water) left my
“healthy” body tired. It reminded me, 
again, that despite the narrative that 
NIMBYs (not in my backyard-ers) 
and many other Angelenos would 
have us believe, people without
stable housing work very hard only
to squeak out survival. The myth of
laziness needs to be called out for
what it is: a stereotype intended to
destroy the character of already
abused and oppressed people and to 
justify the squalor forced upon them. 
Therefore, let us examine just some 
of the labor required of the unhoused.

   To travel throughout the endless
stretches within the “City of Sprawl,” 
many Angelenos rely on personal 
vehicles.  Some in the unhoused com-
munity (like Gus) choose to keep their 
cars over their apartments because get-
ting to and from work requires efficient 
and dependable transportation. But 
employment for many people in L.A. 
does not pay the bills and can vanish 
quickly, as it did for Gus. With this 
car, and the ability to travel quickly 
around the city also comes the labor of 
maintaining it, like finding legal places 
to park it, and having to constantly sort 
through belongings as the car doubles 
as a kitchen, bedroom, and storage 
space.This is tedious work.
   For the roughly 36,000 Angelenos
who sleep in tents and makeshift
shelters on our streets and in our
hills, the available options for
transportation require greater time
and effort. Without stable income,
public transportation can become
expensive and its limited nighttime
schedules do not accommodate the late 
night shifts of low-income workers.

   Because of this, Devin bikes home 
from Culver City (an incredibly dan-
gerous act) when his security shift ends 
at 2am. Many others can only afford 
walking (the average unhoused person 
walks roughly five miles per day). 
Imagine how your commute, and thus 
your day, would change without a car.
   The amount of labor spent on
getting personal documents (as
weather, wear and tear, and police
sweeps destroy them) is additionally
exhausting. I dread the slow drip of
bureaucracy apparent whenever I
have to visit the DMV, and I am able
to minimize those visits to once
every 5-10 years. Imagine having to
do that repeatedly, and for varied
social services. Institutions for the
poor and unwanted are often under-
staffed and filled with unending red 
tape. When the city changed street 
cleaning days for Towne Ave., they 
did not care enough to notify resi-
dents. When they arrived, they threw 
away all “unattended” items. Sheri 
lost everything she owned, including 
the personal documents she had la-
bored so hard to get. Her only option 
was to begin again as these docu-
ments are required by many social 
services, law enforcement, and most 
jobs she might find.
   And while some can access the
paltry support of Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) and General 
Relief (GR), many others have to 
hustle to make a few dollars to meet 
their many needs. Raj panhandles on 
three different street corners at liter-
ally every hour of the day and night. 
Some find occasional part-time work 
available on Skid Row and beyond: 
unloading fish and vegetable trucks, 
waving people into parking struc-
tures, fixing elevators, repairing 
bikes, selling DVDs. There is no end 
to the obstacles Skid Row residents 
face when looking for employment, 
there is no end to the exploitation 
many experience at the hands of 
employers, and yet there is no limit 
to the creativity of people struggling 
to scrape together a few bucks.
   Trying to find a place to sleep in
Los Angeles is yet another taxing 
enterprise, even for those with stable 
income. Law enforcement in L.A. 
has refused to honor federal injunc-
tions against forcing people to move 
along when there are not enough 
shelter beds to house them. Some 
police and sheriff’s deputies force 
people past the city or county line or 
shuttle them to neighboring (poorer) 
cities. Others help install illegal 
planters on sidewalks to prevent the 
unhoused from being able to erect 
their tents. Some Skid Row residents 
do their best to deal with the constant

abuse of sweeps and street cleaning, 
and harassment. Peter, like many oth-
ers, chose to move into the outlying 
hills to minimize it. Once a person 
finds a spot, they must then labor to 
erect a tent, obtain cardboard mats, 
mattresses, crates, tarps and more 
because sleeping on the ground (con-
crete, asphalt, or dirt) is its own form 
of excruciating discomfort, and one 
also has to be prepared for whatever 
weather might occur: scorching sun-
light, or pouring rain and wind.  
   However, people need more than 
sleep. At our soup kitchen, most 
people take food to go since they do 
not always know from where their 
next meal will come (this creates the 
additional labor of dealing with the 
rats that infest Skid Row and which
City Hall has refused to do anything
about). Gene, like many others, has
had to figure out the formula of how
long food will keep without refriger-
ation. He knows the better his storage 
the longer the food will keep—but 
that requires more labor and more of 
his 60-gallon limit.   
   Sharene addresses this problem by 
knowing the schedules of all the mis-
sions and church groups that serve 
downtown. Much of the day, there-
fore, is spent waiting in breadlines 
or moving to the next serving spot. 
One solution to one problem creates 
another that must be dealt with.
   Similarly, the search for water on
Skid Row is unnecessarily burden-
some. Public water access is ex-
tremely rare in the downtown area, 
and almost always inaccessible at 
night. The L.A. Catholic Worker 
pays many thousands of dollars each 
year in water bills so that people can 
get as much water as they need from 
our spigots. And not only do folks 
have to get to the water, they also 
have to bottle it, carry it back to their 
home (which is often many blocks 
away), and store it. During the sum-
mer months, as the hours of sunlight 
increases and heat of sun and asphalt 
intensifies, the need for water grows 
exponentially (as does the 911 calls 
for dehydration related medical 
emergencies). Tara fills three 5-gallon 
jugs, a 10-gallon red tub, and assorted 
containers each day to ensure she has 
enough water for drinking and clean-
ing. Because of this, water makes up 
half (30-gallons) of her legal limit of 
possessions.
   The next obstacle appears when
food and drink complete their
biological cycles. As the June 2017
No-Place-To-Go Report highlights,
U.N. refugee camps have greater
access to toilets than L.A.s Skid Row
residents. Skid Row is short 80 toilets
during the night and 164 toilets dur-

ing the day. The result: people have 
to travel far distances and wait in 
long lines, not knowing whether toi-
lets will work or have adequate sup-
plies. Our neighbors on Gladys Street 
have communally designated one 
portion of the street to be the toilet 
since their needs are so much greater 
than their access. And this shortage 
is intentional—the LACW has been 
fighting for toilets on Skid Row for 
more than 30-years, and each time we 
and our community partners have won 
more toilet infrastructure, subsequent 
administrations have removed them.
The city’s solution: increase street
cleaning so people have to move all
their belongings every two weeks. 
   In order to maintain other parts of 
their hygiene and health, many walk

ever farther distances for showers
and laundry facilities or struggle
through the painful slowness and
inaccessibility of preventative
medical support. After years of
emergency room and county jail
visits (L.A. County Jail is the largest 
mental health provider in the world), 
Hank finally found a place where he
had the chance to get his complex
mental health needs met. He then
spent the next months travelling back 
and forth to doctors attempting  to 
finish his evaluations to obtain his 
much-needed psyche medicine filled. 
It was devastating but not surpris-
ing when the cheaper and more 
easily accessible street treatments 
became his substitute. But within the 
spectrum of devastating possibilities, 
it could have been much worse: as 
when police threw Joe Reyes’ heart 
medicine away during a sweep and 
as a result he died days later.
   In this issue we have only had 
time and space to touch on the labor 
needed to meet some of the lowest 
of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, the 
most basic parts of survival for a 
small portion of Skid Row residents. 
We, unfortunately, have not addressed 
the labor required of unhoused 
students and single mothers. We 
have not engaged people’s desire for 
artistic labor or their ingenuitive ef-
forts to solve practical challenges. We 
have not touched on the way in which 
Skid Row residents support and care 
for their neighbors nor the emotional 
labor required to handle the abuse and 
trauma in their daily lives. 
   As a society we must cease pre-
tending that this existence allows 
people to transition out of poverty. If 
we really want to see people’s
realities improve, the smallest place
to start is to rethink our narrative of
laziness and recognize that, in fact,
for those without secure housing,
survival is a full time job.               Ω

Matt Harper is a Los Angeles Catho-
lic Worker community member and 
co-editor of the Catholic Agitator.

LAPD employs its horseback division to intimidate and harass the homeless 

Signs found only on Skid Row 

Fire hydrant provides water

P
ho

to
s 

by
 L

if
eA

bo
ve

T
he

 L
aw



4 / AUGUST 2019 CATHOLIC AGITATOR / 5

HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT

WHOM OR WHAT DO YOU SERVE?
We cannot simultaneously serve both God and mammon.

By THEO KAYSER 

No one can serve two 
masters. Either you will 
hate the one and love the 
other, or be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You can-
not serve both God and mammon. 
Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you 
will wear. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothes? 
Look at the birds of the air; they do 
not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not much more 
valuable than they? Can any one of 
you by worrying add a single hour to 
your life? Why do you worry about 
clothes? See how the flowers of the 
field grow. They do not labor or spin. 
Yet I tell you that not even Solomon 
in all his splendor was dressed like 
one of these. If that is how God 
clothes the grass of the field, which is 
here today and tomorrow, is thrown 
into the fire, will he not much more 
clothe you—you of little faith? So 
do not worry, saying, ‘What shall 
we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 
or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the 
pagans run after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them. But seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. 
Therefore do not worry about tomor-
row, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself. Each day has enough trouble 
of its own (Matthew 6:24-34).   
   Much has been said about this God 
and mammon passage. If you have a 
favorite theologian I would take the 
odds that they have written about this 
particular scripture passage. There is 
much to say about wealth, more than 
the scope of one Agitator article. It 
is a preeminent idol of our time, and 
the Bible would say of all time.
   In our society, if you have money 
you are morally justified. This is tied 
to the idea of meritocracy. The story 
goes that the rich have earned their 
place, literally because of virtue. 
This is the generally accepted, domi-
nant narrative and it is thought that if 
you have money you are a person to 
be admired and imitated.
   In fact, money is so self-justifying 
that we find ourselves with a presi-
dent whose only claim to legitimacy 
is that he has money and can get you 
some too. It matters not what he has 
said or done in the past and little 
attention is paid to how that money 
was actually obtained.
   We are also told that the inverse is 
true, that people are poor because they 
are morally deficient in some way. It 
is as with the blind man in the gospel 
of whom the disciples asked “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he is blind?” We constantly 
think, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he is poor?”
   In the not too distant past, the 
LACW served breakfast twice each 
week on the street in the warehouse 
district, just west of the fourth-street 
bridge. One day, during the gen-
trification of the “arts district,” we 
arrived to serve and found a dozen 
copies of an anonymous statement 
posted that read: “Homeless guy…
Go Away, you are not welcome here. 
We don’t pay thousands of dollars 

in rent every month so that you can 
have a nice, safe place to squat. You 
are an eyesore, and a blight on this 
community, so go away.”
   Our culture affirms this rational. 
I pay thousands of dollars. I have 
money, you do not Therefore, I am 
entitled to a nice view, you do not 
deserve security. I have a right to 
publicly owned areas, not you. I am 
human, you are an “eyesore”.
   People who do not have a house to 
live in are not welcome, even on the 
sidewalk. This is not an anomaly for 
our sisters and brothers on the street. 
Planter boxes that take up part of 
the sidewalk, and sprinklers that wet 
homeless folks are increasingly com-
mon sights in our city. Just like the 
good book says “From the one who 
has little, even what they have will 
be taken away.”
    This type of thinking has to be 
anathema to those of us who know 
we are guided and affirmed by love, 
and who remember that Jesus taught 
whatsoever we do unto those in a 
difficult spot we do to him as well. 
When a person’s worth is determined 
by mammon rather than by the mere 
fact that they are children of God, 
when mammon pronounces judg-
ment on who is worthy and who is 
not, it has become an idol. When 
mammon is god, to be poor is a sin.
   Jesus also tells us not to worry about 
what we are to eat or what or where 
to find clothes to wear. It is a difficult 
saying, most difficult for those who 
have lots of these things. However, 
it is GOOD NEWS for the poor. It is 
good news for those who are worried 
about having enough to eat today. 
   These two seemingly contradictory 
readings of the same text, one that 
causes people like myself to sweat a 
little, and a perspective of someone 
who looks forward to having eco-
nomic security, are related somewhat 
causally. 
   The Word of God attests to the fact 
that people are poor when others 
have too much, and so we are called 
and instructed on how to form a 
society where that does not happen. 
In the Law, we are taught to regularly 
redistribute wealth and to rest on a 
Sabbath day rather than succumb to 
notions of infinite growth. The He-
brew prophets condemned those who 
acquired more than their share of 
land and exploited labor or the poor— 
they also forbade usury, by the way.
   The Gospels tell us that we are to 
share our extra coat with the person 
who has none, likewise with food. If 
we share when we have abundance 
we are literally helping someone 
to not worry about what they will 
wear or eat. This is precisely what 
the Apostles did when forming their 
communities. We are told, “All the 
believers were together and had 
everything in common. They sold 
property and possessions to give to 
anyone who had need.”
   As noted, when we look at the 
world we see something far different 
than what God’s economic plan man-
dates; where we prioritize and ensure 
everyone has enough. We can point to 
the fact that currently five men own as 
much as the bottom half of the world 
population. That is 3.5 billion people. 
This has to be taken seriously. I be-
lieve this is sinful and shameful.
   I also believe it is important to ac-
knowledge just how tied up our lives Continued on page 6

GENTRIFICATION IS 
ECONOMIC ETHNIC 

CLEANSING

are with this economic arrangement 
where some people have too much 
and others not enough. It is difficult 
to come up with real numbers about 
this kind of thing, but researchers es-
timate that 4 or 5 planet earths would 
be needed if everyone on this planet 
consumed resources on par with our 
society in the USA.
   At the Catholic Worker, we try to 
practice simplicity. This is hugely 
important for Christians to do but 
is only made more difficult by the 
fact that we live in a society that is 
at its core decadent. The U.S. in this 
place and time has so much mate-
rial stuff even when folks go out of 
their way to make do with less, many 
live beyond what most on our planet 
could expect.
   This has huge implications for our 
sisters and brothers with less money 
and thus less power the world over 
because nowadays what constitutes 
the “American dream” can only exist 
at their expense.
   When we consider everyday items 
like a cell phone we find their origins 
in exploitative mining practices and 
slave labor.
   And while I will not argue against 
the relatively useful applications of 
cell phone technology, they are treated 
as practically a throw away item in our 
culture. We are encouraged or forced 
to buy a new one every year or two.
   In our culture if we suggest any 
kind of limit on consuming we are 
hit with the prevailing attitude, “This 
is my money and no one can tell me 
how many cell phones, or cars or 
whatever to buy.” We believe wealth 
literally gives us the right to consume 
as much as we can, and this system 
teaches that that right to consume 
is more important than indigenous 
peoples’ rights to traditional land, 
more important than workers’ right 
to living wages, more important than 
future generations’ rights to a func-
tional planet. We cannot have respect 
for both the rights of the poor and 
indigenous people and have respect 
for an economy addicted to exceed-
ingly cheap technology. We cannot 
simultaneously serve both God and 
mammon.
   Many of the things we have and 
rely on come from sources that are 
exploited: our food, clothes, the land 
we live on, and the oil we use.
   It is merely a statement of truth 
that we live in a place where every 
facet and need of our lives is inter-
twined and even dependent on a 
violent system that at almost every 
opportunity exploits humans and the

earth to create wealth.   
   We cannot be pure, and even if we 
could somehow completely remove 
ourselves from the world it might 
not be the best answer for ourselves 
as Christians or for the world. But 
we are not permitted to be inert. As 
people of good will, as people who 
believe that everyone is touched by 
and the focus of God’s love, we must 
begin to imagine new ways of living 
in what needs to be really an uncom-
fortable relationship to a system that 
has shown to be bent on creating and 
amassing wealth at any cost, even as 
we teeter on the brink of ecological 
collapse.
   We need to expose the lie and chal-
lenge the dominant culture that says 
it is ok to sacrifice the well being of 
real people in the pursuit of money 
and power. But until Babylon falls 
or turns or does whatever it will do, 
we can give when we have excess to 
make sure that others have what they 
need to live a dignified life.
   We live in a time where the rich are 
getting richer and then we give them 
tax cuts. Where the health of banks 
is of national importance, while the 
health of our economically disad-
vantaged sisters and brothers is, at 
best, just one of many other issues 
of lesser importance. Healthcare and 
housing are commodities and I am 
not optimistic that things will get 
better before they get worse at least 
imminently. This must become a call 
to action for Christians. We are not 
allowed to simply sit by and shrug 
our shoulders hoping and believing 
that perhaps things will be better 
after the next election. 
   The book of James asks, “Suppose 
a brother or a sister is without clothes 

Fences erected by businesses to prevent homeless from sleeping on sidewalk

13 police officers issue tickets to residents for not having tents down by 6am

Illegal sign posted by property owner

By KALEB HAVENS 

When I said the above title 
last week during a radio 
interview about L.A.’s 
plan to rezone Skid 

Row, the interviewer balked—surely 
not his country, not his city. It is the 
same disconnect we hear from many 
people who do not want to call our 
immigrant detention centers what 
they are: Concentration Camps! “But 
that’s a Nazi thing… we are not Na-
zis!” And yet, the few have too much 
and the many have too little and the 
difference is literally killing people.
   The 50 square blocks that make up 
Skid Row are divided into parcels 
owned by a handful of mostly white, 
mostly male, business owners while 
more than 4,000 women, men and 
children sleep on the streets in tents 
every night under constant threat of 
harassment from police and private 
security guards. I have seen children 
dragged out of these tents by police. 
I have seen people lose everything 
to police in sweeps who claim their 
possessions will be available for 
pickup the next day while behind 
them sanitation workers smash 
homes, pictures, identification, medi-
cine and food into dump trucks.
   The Los Angeles Department of 
City Planning (DCP) first proposed 
in 2017 to shrink Skid Row to a 
single corridor on 6th Street for 
social services so that the rest of the 
land could be developed for market 
rate housing and new business, which 
would push our guests at the Hippie 
Kitchen into South Central and the 
L.A. River areas. DCP backed off 
that idea a little after push back from 
activists, now proposing to shrink 
Skid Row to just 1/3 of its original 
size as established by the Contain-
ment Plan or Blue Book plan that 
Jeff and Catherine were instrumental 
in establishing back in the 1970s 
when our city leaders were poised to 
auction off our neighborhood block

by block.
   The current proposed changes 
would increase land value in Skid 
Row by over $30 billion, yet our city 
leaders cannot seem to muster up the 
courage to ask these developers, who 
will reap the lion’s share of the prof-
its, to build low income housing. As 
a guest outside our kitchen told me a 
few days ago while myself and allied 
activists were canvassing for petition 
signatures to save Skid Row, “Talk is 
talk but money walks.”
   If every market rate building down-
town was required to set aside a por-
tion of its units for the poor (as many 
cities do), this crisis would already be 
behind us. Landlords regularly have 
more empty units than there are people 
outside, but instead of housing people 
in need they hire security guards to 
run folks off public streets and call the 
police to issue citations for loitering or 
some other trumped up charge.
   If people were hired to clean and 
police the streets they lived on, 
they would enter into these interac-
tions with pre-existing relationships 
to help reach common objectives 
between city service providers and 
residents. But if that were the case, 
if people sensed ownership of their 
homes, the powers that be would 
have less leverage to push their agen-
das and claim public spaces as their 
domain. As it was with slavery and 
the Native American genocide, the 
moneyed class who control the land 
has always determined power on 
this continent. In Los Angeles, those 
people wield a tremendous amount 
of power and have so far failed to use 
it for the common good.
   We have more than 100 signatures 
for our petition to City Council to 
require stronger affordable housing 
mandates and create jobs for our 
guests at the kitchen. We are aiming 
for 1,000 and when offering people a 
chance to voice their concerns to

Continued on page 6

MOSQUITO 
IN A 

TENT
By ALEE BROOKS 

In a society where we must work 
to prove our worthiness and 
pay just to be alive, a homeless 
person is defined as a burden and 

a danger. For this they must there-
fore be suppressed and punished. It 
feels more comfortable to logically 
explain unhoused people as “want-
ing to live there.” Some unaffectedly 
proclaim that the houseless have an 
addiction, are criminals, failures, 
mentally unstable, or are lazy (as if 
to have decoded the issue).
   Many justifications are made for 
a crisis that we do not know how 
to relieve. With housing insecurity 
increasing, we can concede that what 
we are currently doing is not working. 
If as a society we genuinely wanted 
to resolve the housing and homeless 
quagmire then we would. We have no 
shortage of solutions and funding.
   Homelessness, like our medical in-
dustrial complex, privatized prisons, 
(and increasingly our universities) 
has become big business. Billions of 
dollars have been allocated to “fight 

futility. None of this information is
new and it may seem too big of a 
quandary, among many other colos-
sal problems in our society.   
   Some may think it is better not to 
think about it and positively focus 
until things get better. Others may 
believe in harassing the homeless as 
a form of motivation (because “If 
we make things easy on them, they 
will never get out of the situation 
they are in”). We should have learned 
from our failing justice system that 
punishment does not work. We also 
know this in our personal lives. In our 
structure of punishment-and-reward, 
punishment results in temporary 
compliance and extrinsic reward is 
capricious. (Note that we all have an 
affect one another whether we like 
it or not.) When people living on the 
street have nowhere to defecate they 
may decide to do so in the grates sur-
rounding City Hall. If that in turn at-
tracts rats, which causes City Hall to 
be overrun by Typhus carrying rats, 
it would be fair to say that sanitation 
for all benefits all.    
   Volunteering at the Hippie Kitchen 
and interacting with the Skid Row 
residents has really shown me the 
humanity in that community. They 
have diverse, interesting personali-
ties and lives just like my neighbors             
back home. It has also made it clear 
the amount of disinformation in the 

the war on homelessness” yet very 
little of what has been promised has 
come to fruition to ameliorate the 
dilemma. It is common knowledge 
that the standard operating procedure 
is to first allocate millions of our tax
dollars to build housing for the 
homeless. Step two is conduct stud-
ies, hold meetings, and file paper-
work and ensure all of the adminis-
trative fees are all paid. Step three 
is to pay overtime to the police to 
supervise “cleaning the homeless en-
campments” and respond to frivolous 
concerns on Skid Row.  
   This is followed by posturing that 
certain buildings in the downtown 
area (which have been vacant for 
years) are now being considered for 
low (and no) income housing, but 
never actually become available. 
After all funds have been paid to 
the administrators, politicians, and 
developers, nothing is left for the 
people it was intended for and hous-
ing insecurity continues.
   Here is where most of us sink into

media surrounding these folks. It has 
illuminated the strategy to cause po-
larization among the populace; and 
corral us into mistrusting one another 
and policing each other. 
   I often get somewhat discouraged 
and question why I even bother to do 
social justice work because it seems 
like it is not helping. I remember 
times in my life where decades went 
by and I was working toward a goal 
but nothing was happening. Then 
suddenly within months matters 
began falling into place. I remind 
myself of this phenomena (which 
is called the “Hundredth Monkey 
Effect” or the ”Tipping Point”) and I 
am enheartened. 
   In these humid summer months I 
often get a tiny nightly reminder that 
the work each of us does matters, re-
gardless of how seemingly insignifi-
cant. As I lie in bed, and will know in 
the morning, there will be evidence 
of an invisible nighttime visitor, and 
I reflect on an African proverb pop- 

Continued on page 6
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WISNIEWSKI, cont’d from p.2 noncommercial broadcasting. 
   My only disappointment with this 
excellent book is that Wolin stops 
short in calling for a nonviolent 
revolution, which is what I believe 
is the only option, the only hope we 
have to save our nation and planet.  
Yet I still highly recommend it as an 
educational and invigorating source 
to enlighten and stimulate one’s 
mind and imagination and lead the 
reader into action.                          Ω

Mike Wisniewski is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member 
and co-editor of the Catholic Agitator.

KAYSER, cont’d from p.4

HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT

“Each act of faith increases faith.” I 
have found this to be true.
   I want to include as one last 
aside that I have seen this lived in 
real life. Not by folks like us who 
have made a name for ourselves 
by sharing food. I have seen true 
self-sacrificing mutuality from those 
who are poor. I have seen people on 
Skid Row, people who do not know 
where their next meal will come 
from, share their second plate of 
food with the person who has none.    
   Can each and all of us learn this 
lesson? Can we leave behind our 
worries of what we will eat or what 
we will wear and embrace God’s 
economy of enough? With Christ 
all things are possible. It will mean 
doing with less so that those who 
have been forced to go without will 
not have to say ‘What shall we eat?’ 
or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’. 
   The Word of God attests to the 
fact that the answer lies in self-sac-
rificing love. It may be costly, but 
the Gospel does not promise other-
wise. We can and must begin to put 
our faith in the promise of God. We 
can start right now.                        Ω                             
                          
Theo Kayser is a Los Angeles Cath-
olic Worker community member and 
co-editor of the Catholic Agitator.

HAVENS, cont’d from p.5

tions, others were wage slaves to 
corrupt employers. Everyone I meet 
on Skid Row was once someone’s 
newborn baby, a precious gift to the 
world, and every day that slips by 
where we fail to share God’s gifts 
with our neighbors is another day 
we fail to create Christ’s Kingdom 
on earth. 
   John the Baptist said if you have 
two coats, one belongs to the poor, 
and I think that applies to more 
than just coats. If we used all our 
resources to meet our neighbors’ 
basic needs, we could create a world 
where no one has to go without. 
Sounds impossible, right? So did an 
end to monarchies to the people who 
lived under the tyranny of kings. The 
arc of history curves towards justice, 
said Dr. King, towards God, towards 
the cries of the poor. 
   For a copy of the petition, E-mail 
info@lacatholicworker.org or write 
to us at Hennacy House.                 Ω

Kaleb Havens is a soup slingin, song 
singin writer/barber/activist and L.A. 
Catholic Worker community member.
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BROOKS, cont’d from p.5

ularized by our current Dalai Lama:
“If you think a small thing cannot 
make a difference, spend the night in 
a tent with a mosquito.”                  Ω

Alee Brooks is a 2019 LACW Summer 
Intern, mother of four, and Criminal 
Justice activist from Las Vegas.

   In this excellent and well written 
book, Wolin takes the reader on a 
journey through history explaining 
in detail the differences between 
classic totalitarianism (fascism and 
Nazism), inverted totalitarianism, 
and managed democracy. He illus-
trates how the ruling elite, through 
financial contributions, manipulate 
politics and politicians, and how 
long ago the government willingly 
capitulated to corporate power that 
gradually brought our nation to this 
place in this time where the com-
mon good is neglected, the citizenry 
largely excluded, and democratic 
principles systematically dismantled 
in the quest to privatize and ex-
ploit nearly everything for greater 
corporate profits and hegemonic 
power. Wolin makes it clear that in 
such times as these it is a simple act 
of bad faith to claim that politics-as-
we-know-it can miraculously cure 
the evils which are essential to its 
very existence (p.287).
   He ends the book by suggesting 
that the best way for a democratic 
revival is to begin with people chang-
ing themselves and ridding them-
selves of political passivity and act 
collectively, as a populace, forming 
a public and open politics that is 
rooted locally, experienced daily, and 
practiced regularly in a project that 
encourages and nurtures a countere-
lite of democratic public servants, and 
reclamation of public ownership of 
the airwaves and encouragement of

and daily food. If one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace; keep warm and 
well fed, but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it?” 
   We can and must take action now. 
We can use our time and resources 
to improve the lives of others. We 
can seek first the kingdom NOW, 
and Jesus promises that if we do 
we will be alright. It takes faith. We 
are taught in so many ways that to 
hoard money, wealth, and material 
objects will make us safe and happy. 
We are taught that if our barns are 
already full, build even larger ones. 
Rather, we need to learn to have 
faith in God and not mammon. 
   Dorothy Day, co-founder of 
the Catholic Worker movement, 
beloved writer, and I would suggest 
Christian exemplar, liked to quote,  

City Hall, I get to hear their stories. 
Most are victims of slumlord evic-

took her to death’s door four times, 
yet she fought and made miraculous 
recoveries, until her 94th birthday, 
on July 2, when she again fell into 
serious problems, but now ran out of 
time and energy and was called to 
her heavenly home two weeks later. 
She passed peacefully with her fam-
ily around her bed, praying her into 
eternal happiness.
   Mom gave birth to four sons— 
Michael, Dennis, Alan, and Richard, 
with Richard dying within hours 
after birth and thus became our fam-
ily angel. Mom was a hard worker 
(working full time in customer 
service at a large furniture company 
until she was 87) and dedicated to 
her family as well as her siblings, 
parents, extended family, and friends.  
   She was witty and an excellent 
listener, outstanding Polish cook, 
and one of the most caring, loving, 
compassionate, generous, joyful, yet 
demanding persons I knew. She was 
also a poised and elegant woman who 
loved music, dancing, and partying.  
   A few years after dad passed in 
1983, mom met a very loving gentle-
man who gave her a life she could 
only have had in dreams. The high 
life and love from Mr. Mel brought 
her, and our family, many memora-
ble good times and much happiness.    
   While visiting my family here in

SR. PAT 
KROMMER

R.I.P. 

   Sr. Patricia Krommer, C.S.J., age 
87, passed away July 2, 2019 in 
Los Angeles. Born April 3, 1932 in 
Berkeley, CA, she was a Sister of St. 
Joseph of Carondelet since March 
19, 1952, when she entered after 
high school. She received a BA in 
English and History and Master’s 
Degree in History and Political 
Science from Mount St. Mary’s Col-
lege.  Her first years in ministry were 
teaching at the elementary level and 
as an administrator, as well as teach-
ing at the high school level later.
   After Vatican Council II, initiated 
by Pope John XXIII, which made 
deep changes in the church and in 
religious life, Sr. Pat was asked to 
develop an educational platform for 
parishes to learn about the major 
reforms. 
   Sr. Pat found her passion stand-
ing against unjust structures and 
as an activist working for justice 
and peace, which involved her in 
working heavily with the people of 
Central America. She studied at the 
Mexican American Cultural Center 
in San Antonio, TX where she met 
Gustavo Gutierrez, author of Theol-
ogy of Liberation, and historian 
Enrique Dussel. There followed 
training in community organizing 
with the United Farm Workers

working as a boycott organizer in 
South Central Los Angeles.  Pat also 
played a critical role in guiding two 
non-profit groups in Los Angeles, 
both of which profoundly affected 
the lives of the Central Americans 
fleeing war in Nicaragua and El 
Salvador. Her commitment to Hu-
man Rights led her to reach out to 
the indigenous in Chiapas who were 
victims of a massacre in Acteal. 
She led a congressional delegation 
to Chiapas on an investigation and 
brought injured children to Wash-
ington, DC for medical care. 
   Her interest in social justice was 
nurtured by involvement in NET-
WORK, a Catholic sisters lobby, 
Pax Christi, the Interfaith Commu-
nities United for Justice and Peace, 
as well as Death Penalty Focus, and 
Catholics Against the Death Penalty.
   An important part of her life was 
attending our Wednesday evening 
liturgy and her participation at 
and dedication to Mission Dolores 
Church, in Boyle Heights, as she 
had a deep love for the Jesuits. She 
was the oldest of four children and 
is survived by her sisters, Barbara 
Anctil, Carol Krommer, and Judith 
Krommer. 
   A Service of Remembrance will 
be held at the Carondelet Center in 
Los Angeles on Thursday, August 
8, 2019 at 4:30pm with Funeral 
Liturgy at 6:30pm. Graveside 
service will be held Friday, August 
9 at 10am at Holy Cross Cemetery 
in Culver City, CA.  She will be 
greatly missed.                          Ω

SR. PAT K. – ¡PRESENTE!

LORRAINE
WISNIEWSKI

R.I.P.
By MIKE WISNIEWSKI

   On July 16, 2019, my mom joined 
the Heavenly Cloud of Witnesses 
after more than two and one-half 
years of various medical crises that

the mid 1990s, she experienced 
working at our soup kitchen and 
serving soup on the street after our 
Wednesday evening liturgy, which 
opened a new dimension in her 
life. This led her to become highly 
involved with MCREST (Macomb 
County Rotating Emergency Shelter 
Team) in her suburban Detroit par-
ish, which provides homeless and 
displaced individuals and families 
with food, shelter, and assistance. 
   While she did not fully approve of 
my resistance/activism, specifically 
when I was arrested, she certainly 
supported all efforts in serving and 
caring for the poor and oppressed 
by supporting the LACW and other 
such programs. 
   She was also dedicated to a life of 
faith and spirituality and was highly 
involved in her parish and com-
munity. She is survived by her three 
sons and their wives (Bonnie, Patty, 
Cindy), six grandchildren, 12 great 
grandchildren, and a great, great 
grandchild due in September. She 
is deeply loved and will be greatly 
missed by all who knew her.         Ω                                                                       

LORRAINE W. – ¡PRESENTE!
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HIROSHIMA/
NAGASAKI

NEVER AGAIN
Unite For Peace & Nuclear Justice—  
Hiroshima/Nagasaki Never Again!     

Thursday, August 8 - 6:30 to 7:30pm 
Silent Prayer at 7:02pm At Toriumi 
Plaza in Little Tokyo, Northwest 
Corner of E. 1st Street & San Pedro 
Ave. Near Downtown Los Angeles. 

Prayers, Speakers, Give Peace a 
Chance Sing-Along, and Candlelight 
Parade.

For more info contact Tsukuru:   
323-899-0463  or 
forfuturefukushima@gmail.com     

Please join us as we commemorate 
the victims of all nuclear atrocities– 
past and present, and unite to take 
Action for a Nuclear Free Future.  Ω    



CATHOLIC AGITATOR / 7

ON
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    House Journal is written by
Theo Kayser

    On The Line is compiled and 
edited by Mike Wisniewski.

THE

HOUSE
JOURNAL

CIA AND FOREIGN ELECTIONS

The U.S. has a long history of influ-
encing presidential elections in other 
countries—it has done so as many as 
81 times between 1946 and 2000, ac-
cording to a database amassed by po-
litical scientist Dov Levin of Carnegie 
Mellon University.
   That number does not include mili-
tary coups and regime change efforts 
following the election of candidates 
the U.S. did not like, notably those in 
Iran, Guatemala, and Chile. Nor does 
it include general assistance with the 
electoral process, such as election 
monitoring. 
   The U.S. does not want to see left-
wing governments elected, therefore, 
it has engaged fairly often in trying to 
influence elections in other countries 
and overthrow democratically elected 
governments it does not like.
                         —humansarefree.com

   Because time seems to have a funny 
way here at the L.A. Catholic Worker, 
we like say, “A few days feels like a few 
months and the months feel like days.” 
So, it seems like just a few days ago 
that we put out an issue of the Agitator.
   Since you last heard from us we have 
entered full swing into our summer 
internship program, inviting new folks 
into our house and work and educating 
them about the Catholic Worker move-
ment as well as the fight for justice 
here in Los Angeles.
   In the last issue we introduced Erin, 
who has stayed on for the summer and 
continues to DJ our kitchen cleaning 
projects.
   We also welcomed in Alee for the 
summer. She joined us after meeting 
CW traveler David Harris, who re-
cently stayed with us. The two of them 
were on the Nevada Desert Experi-
ence’s weeklong Sacred Peace Walk

from Las Vegas to the Nevada Na-
tional Security Site. Alee is proudly 
Vegas born, and has worked on a num-
ber of Nevada electoral campaigns.
   Liz is our intern from down the 
road in Long Beach where she is ma-
joring in theatre at CSULB. Check 
out her Ted Talk on YouTube entitled 
“Community Saves; Justice for 
Homeless and Hungry Students.”
   Gloria is taking the summer off 
from studying nursing to be with 
us. She is a talented cook who made 
sure to bring a supply of her favorite 
seasonings from home and worked 
with Liz to tackle the appetites of 
a monster Wednesday night liturgy 
crowd her first week with us.
   Last but not least, Sigma is 
learning what our lives together in 
community look like for the summer. 
An avid practitioner and instructor 
of yoga, Sigma has admirably taken 
more than his fair share of turns at 
the dreaded Hippie Kitchen dish-
washing station.
   The internship not only brings new 
friends, but our schedule also gets full 
of educational and recreational time.
   The first week of July brought to us 
General Dogon of the Los Angeles 
Community Action Network. Dogon 
talked about their organizing work 
on Skid Row, and gave us a tour of 
the neighborhood and the threats of 
gentrification surrounding it.
   We also were blessed to have with 
us LaMikia Castillo from Black 
Lives Matter L.A. who taught us 
about their work for police account-
ability. Members of the LACW often 
join BLMLA on Wednesdays at 4 
PM outside the office of District 
Attorney Jackie Lacey. Please join 
us as we demand justice and the 
prosecution of killer cops.
   Larry Hoblen again joined us this 
year to talk about Dorothy Day’s “vi-
sion of a New Jerusalem,” and Peter 

Maurin’s “looking back to Eden,” and 
how their philosophies came together. 
His book on the theology-philosophy 
of the Catholic Worker movement—
All The Way to Heaven, is available 
from Wipf and Stock publishing.
   Julia Ochiogrosso from the Las 
Vegas CW joined us for two sessions 
on active non-violence. Julia started the 
LACW’s first sister house 37 years ago. 
We are blessed to have her wisdom.
   Donald Nollar shared tales of life 
in community and the place music 
held in his LACW experience, and 
Catherine Morris shared stories 
about the plethora of art present in 
Hennacy House.
   It has not been all book thinking 
though. We were again hosted for no 
less than three pool parties! We are 
blessed to have friends such as Mary 
Nalick, Dr. Rich Meehan, and the 
Smets (Jeff and Susan’s sister and 
brother in law), who provided space 
for friends and volunteers to get to-
gether, including lots of tasty snacks 
and great food!
   We had planned to spread the 
summer cheer around as we hosted 
our annual days at the park. On three 
consecutive Fridays we were able to 
rent buses to take folks from Skid 
Row to Whittier Narrows Recreation 
Area. Lots of good BBQ was enjoyed 
by all in attendance; folks also fished, 
played cards, or just took a nap next 
to the idyllic lake. Thanks to every-
one who contributed financially to 
make these great outings possible!
   We do not celebrate the Indepen-
dence Day holiday, so although we 
were not open on the Fourth of July, 
we did spend the morning sharing 
coffee, hard boiled eggs, and ice 
water with folks who live near the 
Hippie Kitchen. As Dorothy Day 
taught us, “The only solution is love” 
and we know that love is bigger than 

any nation-state or institution. 
   As we do every year during the 
internship, we made sure to schedule 
one of our big cleaning days into the 
cycle. Hoping to make use of the 
extra elbow grease present, we went 
to work to make sure we keep our 
“A” health department rating, as we 
have for many years.
   The LACW book club reunited af-
ter a long hiatus. A group of us gath-
ered to discuss Ladato Si. Most had 
never read a papal encyclical before, 
but found that Pope Francis left 
us with plenty of food for thought 
concerning the environment.
   We have continued our monthly 
hike club in the local mountains, 
started by Becky McIntyre, who we 
bid farewell to as she departed for 
the Peace Corps and Philippines. 
   We also had the pleasure of again 
seeing Tina Delany and Paul Mc-
Cudden, who were in from Colorado 
for a weekend. Former community mem-
ber Rebecca Casas and her husband 
Nathan Sheets hosted us as we had time 
to catch up on life’s happenings.
   I was invited to preach at Pasadena 
Mennonite Church, where Sarah and 
I attend church weekly. An adapta-
tion of my sermon, “You Cannot 
Serve Both God and Mammon” can 
be read on page 4 of this issue.
   Mike W. traveled back to his home 
state of Michigan to be with his 
family at the passing of his mother 
Lorraine. Our prayers continue to be 
with Mike and his family.
   We keep putting one foot in front 
of the other. We have stayed busy this 
summer and are looking toward Fall 
and all it brings. Blessing to all our 
readers, supporters, and volunteers.

CHILD SEPARATIONS

ENDANGERED SPECIES

The immoral and corrupt Trump 
regime continues its attack on human 
rights. More than 900 parents and 
children have been torn apart at the 
border since the court blocked family 
separations more than a year ago in the 
ACLU lawsuit, Ms. L v. ICE.
   The neo-fascist Trump regime is 
lying to justify these separations by 
claiming they occur only when the 
child is in danger. But this is an out-
right lie. Documents prove family

separation is not about child welfare. 
It was not last year and it is not now. 
The regime has separated many fami-
lies for incorrect or shockingly minor 
offenses on the part of the parent, like 
shoplifting or traffic violations.
   By manufacturing reasons to tear 
families apart, the regime is attempt-
ing to circumvent the law—with 
little regard for the clear, court-or-
dered injunction issued last summer.  
Moreover, there are claims that these 
caged children are unable to change 
their clothes or perform personal 
hygiene.                            —aclu.org

The United Nations recently released 
a shocking report confirming that 
over one million species are current-
ly threatened with extinction—and 
their decline is happening at an ac-
celerating rate. Moreover, scientists 
have concluded that we are in the 
midst of the sixth wave of extinction. 
And due to widespread bee, butter-
fly, and other insect decline, experts 
warn that we are facing an “insect 
apocalypse.”  
   Nevertheless, the depraved Trump 
regime clearly thinks protecting 
species and the environment is 
not important. It would rather cut 
through critical species and threaten 
the ecosystem and planet. 
   By gutting the Endangered Species 
Act, as Trump is attempting to do, 
he is placing Big Oil & Gas profits 
ahead of everything else.

From Big Ag to the fossil fuel in-
dustry, giant corporations are putting 
endangered species at risk as they 
saturate our fields with glyphosate 
and neonicotinoid pesticides, both 
of which are linked to the rapid de-
cline of pollinators. In addition, the 
corrupt Trump regime has opened 
up millions of acres of endangered 
wildlife habitats to big polluters for 
future fossil fuel projects. We MUST 
act now to protect and strengthen 
the Endangered Species Act. Please 
contact your congressional represen-
tative immediately.
       —Friends of the Earth - foe.org

THE U.S. AND ISRAEL 

The United States blocked an attempt 
to get the United Nations Security 
Council to condemn Israel’s demo-
lition of Palestinian homes on the 
outskirts of Jerusalem.
   Citing 17 Palestinians who would 
be displaced by the destruction, 
U.N. officials had called on Israel to 
halt the plans. But Israel continued, 
saying the 10 apartment buildings 
it demolished on Monday, July 22, 
had been built illegally, and posed a 
threat to Israeli armed forces along 
the occupied West Bank. Most of the 
homes were still under construction. 
   On Tuesday, July 23, Kuwait, 
Indonesia, and South Africa circu-
lated a five-paragraph draft statement 
to the 15-member Security Council 
expressing concern. The document, 
seen by Reuters, warned that the 
demolition “undermines the viabil-

ity of the two-state solution and the 
prospect for just and lasting peace.” 
   The U.S. told its counterparts that 
it would not support the text. The 
U.S. also rejected a revised three-
paragraph draft statement. 
Back home, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives voted to condemn the 
growing boycott movement against 
Israel on Tuesday, July 23, following 
a similar bill passed by the Senate. 
   The future of Jerusalem, which is 
home to over 500,000 Israelis and 
300,000 Palestinians, is a longstand-
ing international debate. Palestinians 
want a state in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip with east Jerusalem as 
the capital, all territory captured by 
Israel in 1967. Allies on both sides 
have been fierce with both support 
and detraction.  
                    —independent.co.uk

INTERESTING FACTS 

Number of economic downturns 
that have occurred worldwide since 
1988—469
Number of U.S. counties in which a 
full-time worker making minimum 
wage can afford a one-bedroom 
apartment—22
In which that worker can afford a 
two-bedroom apartment—0
Percentage by which a same-sex 
couple is more likely to be denied a 
home loan than other couples—73
            —Harper’s Index July, 2019
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SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:
LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org 
 1.  Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
        632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
       (323) 267-8789
  2.  Hospitality Kitchen (aka Hippie Kitchen)
        821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
       (213) 614-9615

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728    http://lvcw.org

ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304    http://occatholicworker.org

SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420

HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364

KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706     
http://catholicworkerhospitalityhouse.org

BEATITUDE HOUSE
267 Campodonico Ave., Guadalupe, CA 93434-1501
(805) 343-6322   www.facebook.com/beatitudehouse

ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410  http://sbcw.org   lizaOSB@aol.com 
CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER 
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
http://casacolibricw.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063  -  casacolibricw@gmail.com

AMANI HOUSE - NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA
mdavidomondi@gmail.com

NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC WORKER
NJCW@riseup.net — 323-704-9960

NEW ORLEANS CATHOLIC WORKER
1910 Constance St.
New Orleans, LA 70130
(504) 457-8062 - nocw@yahoo.com
http://neworleanscatholicworker.weebly.com

Your generous donations made our annual summer picnics a rousing success.  
We rented buses and took 135 of our friends from Skid Row on picnics at Whittier 
Narrows Park/Legg Lake, where we served them hot dogs, burgers, chili, chips, 
potato salad, watermelon, cookies, lemonade, fruit punch, and ice cream. They 
played chess, dominoes, cards, baseball and soccer, or just relaxed beside the lake. 
All had a wonderful time and expressed their deepest gratitude.  Many blessings.   

THANK YOU

SHARE YOUR EXCESS BACKYARD FRUIT
If you have fruit trees on your property and have excess fruit, 

our kitchen guests would certainly enjoy whatever you will not use. 
Please consider donating it. Thank you.

 SPECIAL NEEDS +
 New men’s large and extra large white sizes 10–17 or tube socks.

Adjustable metal canes  —  Adjustable baseball style hats/sun hats
Bottled water 12 oz.

Please send or bring them to Hennacy House. Thank you.

+

THE LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER
The Los Angeles Catholic Worker, founded in 1970, is part of the international Catholic Worker 
Movement, which was founded by Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin in1933. We are a resistance 

community that operates a soup kitchen in Skid Row, a house of hospitality in Boyle Heights, and publishes 
this bi-monthly publication–the Catholic Agitator.  Visit our website - http://lacatholicworker.org.

JOIN US 
You are cordially invited to attend our weekly ecumenical home liturgy fol-
lowed by a potluck dinner on Wednesdays at 6pm at Hennacy House. Our 

liturgies vary from having ordained ministers/priests presiding or a lay presider 
depending on availability of our ordained friends. All are welcome. Bring a friend.

THANK YOU
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