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this situation in Iraq of escalating sectarian
violence that borders on civil war—
3,027 American soldiers dead,
over 100,000 Iraqgi dead, and
the promise of 21,000 more
U.S. troops as further
cannon fodder.
And it's only going
to get worse
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LENTEN EVENTS

STATIONS OF

THE CROSS:

Good Friday, April 6th
Come to our annual Stations
of the Nonviolent Cross.
Meet at 3pm - downtown
Federal Building
300 N. Los Angeles St.
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STOP THE WAR

GLOBAL DAYS OF ACTION
MARCH 17-Hollywood & Vine

MARCH 19-Civil Disobedience
at Military Recruitment Center

1241 S. Soto St., L.A. 90023-10am
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SEDER:
PLEASE CALL FOR DATE,
TIME, AND PLACE
And to reserve a seat and
sign up to bring either a salad
or dessert.

323-267-8789

JOIN THE

SUMMER
PROGRAM

JUNE 25 - AUGUST 11
For more info contact: Volunteer Coordinator
323-267-8789; 632 N. Brittania St. LA, CA 90033
http://lacatholicworker.org
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SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:

LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org
1. Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033
(323) 267-8789
2. Hospitality Kitchen
821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
(213) 614-9615
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. Van Buren St., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728
ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave,, Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304
SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420
ST. PETER CLAVER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
430 W. Jefferson St., Philadelphia, PA 19122
(215) 232-7823
HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364
PETER MAURIN CATHOLIC WORKER
1149 Crestwood St., San Pedro, CA 90732
(310) 831-3480
KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706
BEATITUDE HOUSE
4575 9th St., Guadalupe, CA 93434
(805) 343-6322
CASA FRAY BARTOLOME VERACRUZ C.W.
c/o Guadalupe Guzman Yoval; V. Riva Palacios #116
Col. Insurgentes, Coatepec; Vera Cruz, Mexico 91500
guzmanlupita@gmail.com
011-52-228-816-7280
ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410
HIGH DESERT CATHOLIC WORKER
P.O. Box 3157, Apple Valley, CA 92307
sbremser@charter.net
(760) 247-5732
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LAST SITUATION

IS WORSE THAN THE FIRST

by JEFF DIETRICH

addam Hussein is dead and
the last situation in Iraq is

worse than the first.
Sometimes the world seems so_
insane that we must turn to scrip-
ture to help explain what defies
rational de-scription, and the situ-
ation in Iraq certain defies our
rational powers.

It is the "wise and learned," the
leaders of our nation with their
pen-chant for power, who have
created this situation in Iraq of
escalating sectarian violence that
borders on civil war—3,027
American soldiers dead, over
100,000 Iragi dead, and the prom-
ise of 21,000 more U.S. troops as
further cannon fodder. An
astonishingly, they have succeed-
ed in portraying an authentic vil-
lain, Sad-dam Hussein in his final
days, as a sympathetic victim of
kangaroo courts and petty, venge-
ful execution-ers. And it's only
going to get worse.

In chapter 12 of the gospel of
\ Matthew, we find the key to a
., better understanding of our
) current situation in Iraq. Itis
), not an understanding that the
. "wise and learned” who
14, make foreign policy are like-
ly to accept, but it does,
nonetheless, lend a certain
clarity and illumination to
the situation for the rest of

us.

Chapter 12 revolves
around the is-sues of exor-
cism and the demonic, and
/ While most commentators
reduce this chapter to a
conflict between Je-sus
L @ and the Pharisees and
. T
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CASTING OUT DEMONS

IN IRA

It is the ""wise and learned,"
the leaders of our nation
with their penchant for
power, who have created
this situation in Iraq of
escalating sectarian vio-
lence that borders on civil
war—3,027 American sol-
diers dead, over 100,000
Iraqi dead, and the promise
of 21,000 more U.S. troops
as further cannon fodder.
And astonishingly, they
have succeeded in portray-
ing an authentic villain,
Saddam Hussein in his
final days, as a sympathetic
victim of kangaroo courts
and petty, vengeful execu-
tioners. And it's only going

to get worse.

a struggle over religious rules, it
really Is a struggle about power
and the de-monic. Whenever
issues of demons arise in the
gospels, we all tend to lose our
perspective—either dis-missing
them as irrational supersti-tion or
diminishing them into mere per-
sonal possession. But as theolo-
gian Walter Wink has said, we
should rather "think of demons as
the actual spirituality of systems
and structures that have betrayed
their divine vocations." In chap-
ter 12, the Pharisees, already por-
trayed as "'false shepherds,'* are
now presented as demonic lead-
ers, acolytes of Satan who have
betrayed their divine voca-tion.
The central conflict of this chap-
ter takes place in verses 12-32, in
which Jesus cures a deaf, blind
demoniac, and upon receiving
positive crowd affirmation,
Brompts the Pharisees to do what
eleaguered leadership always
does: demonize the opposition!
Not unlike Martin Luther King
and Oscar Romero in our own
time, Jesus is accused of "casting
out demons by the power of
demons,”" which is the 1st cen-
turP/ equivalent ..
to fabeling g ST
someone “com- + —w
munist™ or “terrorist."” The 3y i
blind, deaf demoniac in the story § Ml e
is, of course, emblematic of the 4
way in which the entire pop-
ulation has been ren- P
dered blind and mute by / e
a demonic system. We ~ /
see that kind of blind- /.
ness and silence AE
today in ourown A4 =
population, unable &
to see the death ,L?";.
o
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¥/ FOR JESUS,
THE CORE
MISSION ISTO
"PLUNDER
THE STRONG
MAN'S HOUSE
" AND STEAL HIS
- PROPERTY

Dietrich, Cont'd from p.1

we are causing in Irag and un-will-
mgf_ to speak out against it.
he exorcism that Jesus per-_

forms is analogous to the way in
which African Americans in the
R/ﬁese_nce of the "spirit-filled"

artin Luther King were able to
clearly see their bondage to Jim
Crow and were empowered to_
speak out against it. Such spirit-
filled leaders are dangerous to the
demonic status quo. ]

Jesus responds to the Pharisees
ac-cusations with brilliant logic.
"A house divided just isn't gonna
stand,” he says in verse 25. You
can't cast out Satan with the
power of Satan. )

Indeed Jesus has already reject-
ed the power of Satan in the
Temptations in the Wilderness
(Matt. 41-10). The three tempta-
tions of Jesus in the wilderness are
recapitulations of the three temp-
tations of the Hebrew peo-ple
during their Exodus from Egypt.
For the Hebrew people, the temp-
ta-tion is always to "'return to
Egypt" by emulating the ways of
empire, which is to say, the ways
of the ""Strong Man" or Satan.
But God has saved the Hebrew
Feople so that they could live a

ife that is an alternative to the
"Strong Man."” The three tempta-
tions reflect God's alternative for
the Hebrew people, and by exten-
sion, for ourselves as well.

The first temptation to turn
stones into bread relates to the
manna story. Jesus’ response to
the devil's request, "Man does not
live by bread alone but by every
word that comes from thé mouth
of God," does not dispar-age
hunger, but refers to the specific
instructions the Hebrews are to
fol-low regarding manna: "'Gather
it that everyone has enough to
eat...Some gathered a large
amount, some a small amount.
But when they meas-ured it out
by the omer, he who had gathered
a’large amount did not have too
much and he who gathereda
small amount did not have too lit-
tle. They so gathered that every-
one had enough to eat. Moses
told them, 'Let no one keep any
of it over til tomor-row morning.
(Ex. 16:16-19) While the devil
would have Jesus practice an eco-
nomics of miraculously manifest-
ing bread out of stones, Jesus
would have people practice the
""manna economics” of non-hoard-
ing, sharing the gift of God's
resources "'so that everyone would
have enough to eat.” )

In the next temptation, the devil
challenges Jesus to prove that he
is the Son of God by taking a
nosedive off the Temple in
Jerusalem. Just as the first temp-
tation relates to eco-nomic power,
this temptation relates to the
power of religion to make con-
verts and disciples through
miracu-lous spectacles that give
tangible proof of divine authority.
Jesus' re-sponse to the devil's
request for proof of his divinity
also comes rrom Deu-teronomy:
""Do not put the Lord your God to
the test, * (6:16), and refers to the
Hebrew people putting God to
the test with their demand for
water at Massah (Ex. 17). It is not
simply that Jesus refuses to test
God's commitment to him—it is
also that he refuses to give the
kind of power sign that the devil
and most all of us desire before
we give our allegiance to God's
project. And, by inference, this
passage is a rejection of the entire

DEADLY COST OF WAR

We can only imagine the cost of
the war to the Iraqi people: hun-
dreds of thousands dead; survivors
grieving and wounded; hospitals
and schools nonfunctioning; food
scarce and water undrinkablean
entire people captive to uncertain-
ty and fearthe victims of the capri-
cious whims of empire.

It is easier to ignore the cost of the
war to the United States. We do not
see much of the violence on our TV
screens; the number of dead is sig-
nificantly smaller. And yet, our gov-
ernment is crafting a future for us
that looks increasingly grim.

We happened upon a fine web-
site recently, www.costofwar.com,
that keeps a running total of the
monetary cost to U.S. taxpayers
for the war on Iraqg, with figures
based on congressional appropria-
tions. Below, we list some statis-

temple establishment and the per-
sonnel who ultimately conspire

with the Pharisees and with Rome
to execute Jesus. ) )

In the final temptation, the devil
leads Jesus to a veri_hlgh hill and
shows Jesus all the kingdoms of
the world. "These | will give you
if you bow down and worshi
me." The temptation is a refer-
ence to the Golden Calf incident
in Exodus 25 and a reminder that
Satan owns all of the kingdoms of
the world. When Jesus says to the
devil, "Away from me Satan for it
is written: 'worship God alone
and serve onI?/ him'" (Deut. 6:13),
it is not merely a rejec-tion of the
"false religion™ of idolatry, but it is
a rejection of the awesome power
of empire itself, with it's military,
political, and legal ml?ht—all_
ruled over by Satan. In the final
analysis, Satan owns all the "effec-
tive tools of worldly power," and
to use those tools of empire to
cast out demons is futile, because
it only strengthens "'the strong
man's house.” )

Meanwhile, back in chapter 12,
Je-sus has just cast out a blind-
mute demon (Matt. 12:22) but the
Phari-sees ask him for a sign.
What they are looking for is
something miracu-lous, like stones
turned to bread or a freefall from
a cathedral bell tower; later, they
will say, "If you are the Son of
God come down from the cross.”
Jesus tells them that the only sign
that will bs/\ﬂ:\_/en them is the sign
of Jonah. ile most com-menta-
tors understand this as a resur-rec-
tion symbol, Jesus is actually talk-
ing about going to the cross.

We all want the signs of power.
We want the effectiveness of
empire, with its military, religious,
or eco-nomic might. But itis
Jesus' re#ec-tlon of the efficacious
power of Satan that is the key that
allows him to "bind the strong
man and break into his house.”
Scripture asks us to un-derstand

tics from that site collected on
January 22, 2007 at 10:50 am.

TOTAL COST OF THE IRAQ
WAR...$360,330,800,000.

For $360,330,800,000 we could
pay for 47,725,945 children to
attend Head Start for a year; we
could hire 6,244,583 public school
teacher for a year; we could give
17,468,053 students a four-year
scholarship to a public university;
we could give health insurance to
215,767,041 children a year; or we
could build 3,244,446 additional
housing units throughout the
country.

The website also tells you how
you can have a LED sign with a
running total put up on Main St.
in your townan ongoing reminder
of the dollar cost to our society
for the path our president has
chosen.

that Jesus has a counter-intuitive
approach—it is one of non-power.
is singular power is the power of

the cross. In both the Temptations
and the crucifixion, Je-sus Is
telling us that we cannot defeat
power with power. We cannot
cast out Satan by the power of
Satan. Ul-timately power is an
addiction. It is the desire to be

od, and as a recov-ering alco-
r?_Ilc, George Bush should know
this.

Even though the core of chapter
12 revolves around demons and
casting out demons, Jesus under-
stood, as did Dr. King, that these
are only symp-toms of the real
problem. The real problem is
Injustice and that is why the chap-
ter opens with two conflicts with
the Pharisees about Sabbath.

The first conflict occurs when
Jesus and the disciples walk
through a grain field on the
Sabbath and pick a few heads of
grain to eat; the other deals with
curing a man with a with-ered
hand on the Sabbath. Typically,
we understand these confronta-
tions to be about the parsimo-
nious and the overly scrupulous

ractices of the Pharisees in con-

lict with the mercy and humanity
of Jesus, and it is that. But it goes
deeper as well.

For the Pharisees, the Sabbath
en-compasses a set of prohibitions
and strict regulations. But for
Jesus, the Sabbath is the core of
the tradition that distinguishes the
Hebrew people from the other
nations as a people of justice. It
is, of course, first men-tioned in
Genesis, but its real roots are in
the anti-slavery story of Exo-dus.
Sabbath is a reflection of the orig-
inal abundance of pre-empire cre-
ation, in which every seven days
all people can rest in the abun-
dance of creation; every seven
years all debts are forgiven; and
every seven times seven years,
during the fiftieth "jubilee™ year,
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all land must be re-turned to the
original owner (Lev. 25:1-31). Its
intent was to prevent the accumu-
lation of wealth in the hands of a
few, and to diminish the central-
ization of power, thus insuring jus-
tice. It is the opposite of the ways
R}Ic empire, the ways of the Strong
an.

For Jesus, the Sabbath should in-
sure the human right to eat (as
with the disciples in the grain
field) and the right to work (as
with the man with the withered
hand, handicapped and unable to
provide for himself). And in
claiming authority over the )
Sabbath, Jesus seeks to undermine
the false authority of the
Pharisees and establish God's
kingdom of jus-tice and compas-
sion that is rooted in the Sabbath
jubilee laws of Leviticus.

But ultimately Jesus realizes
that casting out demons and heal-
ing peo-ple is not the real issue.
The real is-sue is, how did people

et sick and demon possessed in
the first place? This sickness, this
"dis-ease," arises when Sabbath is
not practiced. Sab-bath is the
practice of justice and not the

ractice of law. It is the primary
esson of the temptations in the
wil-derness; it is the primary les-
son that the Hebrew people
learned in their forty years of
wandering in the wil-derness.
STOP HOARDING. DON'T
TAKE TOO MUCH. SHARE
WITH THOSE WHO DON'T
HAVE ENOUGH—then people
won't get so sick or demon-pos-
sessed; then people won't be so
screwed up! While it might be a
bit of an over-simplification, the
entire Jesus project could be
summed up In the words of
Catholic Worker co-founder Peter
Maurin: *to build a new society in
the shell of the old, where it is
easier for people to be good."

For Jesus, the core mission is to
"plunder the Strong Man's house
and steal his property,” (verse 29),
liber-ate the captives of Satan and
steal his false authority without
using the "power tools" of empire.
He realized that we cannot cast
out Satan through the "miracle"
of_PIoballzatl_on or through the
military and judicial ap-paratus of
the kingdoms of the world; we
cannot cast out the demons of
drug addiction and homelessness
on Skid Row_throu&;h the punitive
power of police and jails; we can-
not build a better, safer world
with warfare and executions.

In summation, Jesus tells us the
story of casting out a demon and
sweeping the house clean, but the
demon goes out to the dry places
and finds seven more demons and
returns to occupy the house, such
that the last state is worse than
the first. His bizarre story is, of
course, a thinly veiled reference to
the *casting out" of the Roman
occupiers by Israel’s "insurgent
forces™ in 70AD and Rome’s sub-
sequent return to Jerusa-lem with
seven times the military force to
lay waste to that city, such that the
!casttcondltlon was worse than the

irst.

_What could better describe the
situation in Irag than this phrase
from Matthew? We went into
Iraqg to ex-orcise the demons of
Saddam Hussein and weapons of
mass destruction. And while we
never found weapons of mass
destruction, we did find and exe-
cute the demonic Saddam
Hussein. We have killed the
demon, but we did not bind the
Strong Man, because we emulate
the ways of empire rather than
God's alternative ways of Sabbath
jubilee justice and compassion.
And now the last situation is far
worse than the first.

Jeff Dietrich is @ member of the
Los Angeles Catholic Worker and
editor of the Agitator.
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PLOWSHARES UPDATE

Sacred Earth and Space
Plowshares Il nuns, Sr. Ardeth
Platte, Sr. Carol Gilbert, and Sr.
Jackie Hudson, may soon be
released from supervised proba-
tion. A federal probation officer,
on January 5, asked a U.S. District
Court judge to terminate super-
vised release for the three nuns,
saying his time would be better
spent monitoring people who are
a threat to the community.

The nuns “continuously used
their supervision status as a forum
to espouse their political and
social beliefs, and have ignored
condi-tions of their release, such
as a re-quirement to get permis-
sion before leaving their home
states,” proba-tion officer Greg
Phillips wrote in a request to
Judge Robert Black-burn. Phillips
added it would be, “in the interest
of justice” to termi-nate them,
even though they have yet to pay
$3,080 in restitution.

—jonahhouse.org

PLOWSHARES UPDATE 11

Weapon of Mass Destruction
Here Plowshares activists were
transferred to different prisons to
serve their sentences. Please write
to them at:

Carl Kabat # 03230-045
FCI Terre Haute

P.O. Box 33

Terre Haute, IN 47808

Greg Boertje-Obed #08052-016
FPC Duluth

P.O. Box 1000

E Dorm

Duluth, MN 55814

Michael Walli #92108-020
FPC Duluth

P.O. Box 1000

M Dorm

Duluth, MN 55814

IRAQI EXODUS

According to UNHCR, the U.N.
refugee agency, approximately
50,000 Iraqgi’s each month flee
their violence-ravaged nation.
Most refugees apply for asylum in
European industrialized nations,
which experienced a 50 percent
immigration increase in the first
six months of 2006 over all of
2005.

Over three million Iragi’s have
fled, either to other parts of Iraq
or to other nations, since the 2003
U.S. invasion and occupation. Ac-
cording to UNHCR, the refugees
face a “very bleak future” because
the agency has a reduced budget
caused by a lack of donations.

—alertnet.org

MILITARY RESISTERS

An “appeal for redress” letter,
with over 1000 active-duty Guard
and Reserve members calling for
Congress to end the Irag occupa-
tion, was delivered to Congress on
Tuesday, Jan. 16. The letter, ac-
cepted by Rep. James McGovern,
D-Mass., simply states: “As a pa-
triotic American proud to serve
the nation in uniform, I respectful-
ly urge my political leaders in
Con-gress to support the prompt
with-drawal of all American mili-
tary forces and bases from Irag.
Stay-ing in Iraq will not work and
is not worth the price. Itis time
for all U.S. troops to come home.”

—marinetimes.com

IRAN BOMBING

The Bush administration, ac-
cording to analyst John Pike, di-
rector of GlobalSecurity.org, is set
to unleash a massive bombing
campaign against Iran’s nuclear
facilities sometime in 2007. Ac-
cording to New Yorker journalist
Seymour Hersh, White House
Hawks led by Vice President Dick
Cheney are intent on attacking
Iran with or without U.S.
Congres-sional approval. All this
in spite of recent CIA findings
that there is no conclusive evi-

dence that Iran is developing
nuclear weapons.
—commondreams.org

DEATH PENALTY NEWS

California officials recently
asked a federal judge for 4 months
to revamp the state's lethal injec-
tion procedures and requested
that the administration be allowed
to come up with the changes in se-
cret. They said that they would is-
sue a report by May 15 outlining
revisions to the procedures U.S.
District Court Judge Jeremy Fogel
described as so flawed that they
bordered on the unconstitutional.

—Ilatimes.com

STAMP TAX FOR WAR

The Bush administration’s
postal increase last year to .39,
with an-other .03 increase sched-
uled for later this year, is a result
of a loan from the Postal Service
Fund (taken from a surplus into a
debt) to help pay for the occupa-
tion of Iraq and Afghanistan. This
loan can only be paid off with
postage increases.

—National War Tax Resistance Newsletter

On The Line is compiled and
edited by Mike Wisniewski

HOUSE
OURNAL

December and January turned
out to be busy hospitality months
for the Hennacy House hotel. At
the start of the holiday season, we
welcomed back former community
member Ben MacQuabe from
Ireland. Ben, just back from
Nicaragua, where he was serving as
an election observer, pro-vided
many interesting and heartfelt
insights for our Bible study. Ben
di-vided time between Lo0S )
Angeles, the Guadalupe Catholic
Worker and the Redwoods
Monastery. We wish him well in
his continued world-wide travels
and look forward to his next
extended stay with us. )

Eddie "Two Pipes™ Pilolla put in
a workman-like month's service
before headln% off to Virginia to
work with PETA (People for the
Ethical Treat-ment of Animals).
We secretly hope that he will soon
develop an insatia-ble craving for
ice-cold milk and co-coa puffs, fall
off his strict vegan diet, and rejoin
us for another stint. We also bid
good-bye to our fiery Southern

Baptist Hebrew biblical scholar,
Tamara Yates, who headed off to
Portland, Oregon to began working
with the L'Arche commu-nity.
Stalwart and gentle Jason
McGaughey also turned in his keys
after a six-month internship with
us and headed back to southern
Illinois to complete his schooling.
These sad partings were counter-
balanced by poet laureate =~
Magdalawit, who will remain with
us until March and Nick Towle,
who continues to add his prayerful
presence and soulful liturgical
music to our home and kitchen.
Former community member Jorge
Manly Gil, from our sister house in
Hpstotgt)a uillo, came down for the
tail- end of our seasonal holidays to
PICk up a donated truck for the
arm. We packed him up with
stored sup-plies, blankets, broken
ceramics and tiles for Manuel’s art
BI’OjectS, and the mandatory huge
ox of cookies, and sent him back to
Mexico where he and Manuel will
continue repairing their newly
acquired home.
ur blg%gt joy, but smallest
guest, lan Nicolas, arrived with his
mom, former community member
Sheena Tseko, just in time to be a
stand-in for the baby Jesus at our
Wednesday Epiphany liturgy,
which also doubled as his presenta-
tion as the newest member of our
extended Catholic Worker commu-
nity. Gustavo Monzon and Fr. Will
Wauters presided over a beautiful
and culturally-rich service com-
lete with burning sage, traditional
ayan colored candles, a striking
corn, bean, rice, and earth altar
piece, and the blessings and offer-
ings of our community elders for
little lan. For those of you who
have not had the pleasé of making
lan's acquaintance, | can assure
you that | have never met a
calmer, cuter, more smile-filled
baby. Baby and mom have been
visiting family and friends in the
States before returning to his birth-
lace, San Cristobal in Chiapas,
exico, where dad and Sheena
con-tinue to work with indigenous
Mayan communities.

No holiday season would be
com-plete without the requisite
parties and celebrations. The fes-
tivities kicked-off with a lovely
Manfanitas (tradi-tional early
morning Mexican songs) for the
Virgen de Guadalupe, in our eldest
neighbor Dofia Chepe's beauti-ful
garden. Afterwards, she invited us
in for champurrado, delicious
home-made menudo, and refresh-
ing fermented pomegranate juice.
That very same evening, our
newly-formed Latin chant rpulg,
under the able direction of kitchen
volunteer Dom Rufo Noriega, sang
vespers for the feast of the Virgin
of Guadalupe to a respectable and
appreciative evening crowd. Mark
¥our calendars for our next per-

ormance on May 1, the anniver-
sary of the foundi %of the
Catholic Worker, when we will sing
vespers for the feast of our patron
saint, Joseph the Worker. We also
joined the neighborhood in spon-
sor-ing a posada gathering, com-
plete with singing, tamales, and the
obligatory pinatas.

Somehow we managed to
squeeze our annual Christmas tree-
trimming party and secret Santa
Christmas Eve gift exchange into
our busy holiday schedules.
Highlights included the joyful
Christmas Day and New Year's
Day mouth-watering feasts pre-
pared by Jeff Dietrich with his
usual alacrity.

Our kitchen garden's atmosphere
was brightened by the annual
Christmas concert performance by
the City of Angels Chorale. Com-
munity members Martha Lewis and
Clare Bellefeuille-Rice took their
own turn at stardom at the
Pasadena Civic Auditorium, where
accompa-nied by the Pasadena
Symphony Or-chestra,they per-
formed the Poulenq Gloria with
the Occidental Chorale. Definitely
the hottest ticket in town.

Fresh from her tour de force,
Clare headed back to the frigid
Northwest where she was properly
feted at a re-ception in her honor
in snowy Olym-pia. After a J%yous
reunion with family and friends she

returned to her lonely kitty
Eleanor, and to us, raring fo go.

‘Many thanks to Thursday
kitchen volunteer Narong )
Tangwong and his wife for securing
the donation of a huge batch of
turkeys and pumpkin pies. The
soup kitchen menu has been great-
ly expanded to include tur-key and
rice, turkey noodle casserole,
turkey and red beans, turkey dgravy
and stuffing, turkey gravy an
mashed potatoes, and my personal
favorite, turkey cacciatore pintos al
Faustino. ) ]

Recent summer interns Frankie
Apper and Allison McGillivray
joined fellow-intern Sophie
Goldstein right here at Hennacy
House for a reunion to reprise
their capricious capers.

Longtime friend and supporter
Mariette Wickes made her annual
migration, monarch-butterfly-like,
to our home in mid-January. The
for-mer goatherd and Grail mem-
ber has continued her tai chi exer-
cises and has expanded into_
instruction. As usual she enjoyed
listening and relating to our' man
downtown kitchen guests. Yaara
Yafah (beautiful honeysuckle in
Hebrew) Almog joined Mariette
for a week. She hails from Israel
by way of Santa Cruz, where she is
an art'and linguistics student. Her
parents and family are very
involved in the Israeli peace move-
ment, and over-water underground
radio station with Palestinian

eacemakers, and supporting the

sraeli refuseniks. She loved chop-
Blng onions and practicing her

anish with our guests.

appy birthday to Patty
Carmody, one of the hardest work-
ing grandmas we know. Patty
recently founded a new chapter of
Grandmothers for Peace, and con-
tinues her efforts to abolish the
death penalty. We con-tinue to
thank God for all she does to fur-
ther peace and provide support
and hope for our imprisoned sis-
ters and brothers.

House Journal is written by
Faustino Cruz.
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Blasi, Cont'd from p.5

their general plans. Homeless pa-
tients discharged from hospitals
and [j(e_ul should not have to travel
to Skid Row in search of a cot.
They should be able to find social
services, hous-ing, and health clin-
ics in their own communities.

*Be willing to spend the political
capital necessary to end homeless-
ness. Long-established divisions of
political authority cannot be used
as an excuse for inaction. General
relief is a county program, and
homeless-ness is not confined to
Skid Row. The mayor and Cit
Council of L.A. and the county
supervisors can no Iongier avoid
working tc'Jgether to solve the
problem. And southland cities
should stand up to NIMBYism.

Can we afford to alleviate home-
lessness? Yes. New York City
spends $1.7 billion each year on
services and housing for’its home-
less population. In L.A., county,
local, and private sources spen
less than $600 million annually.
According to the Economic
Roundtable’s esti-mates, the cost
of sheltering and sustaining every
homeless person in the county
would be double this amount. But
researchers who ana-lyzed sup-

ortive housing programs in New

ork City found that when home-
less people live in such hous-ing,
their use of emergency shelters
and hospitals drops and their in-
volvement in the criminal justice
system declines, all of which would
result in savings,

The causes of homelessness are
not mysterious, and experiences
from other U.S. cities prove that
these five actions would go a long
\II_V?K to end-ing homelessness in

It’s time we tried.

Buckley, Cont'd from p.3

GC 1V (the civilian convention)
applies broadly, on the other
hand, to all people "who, at a
given moment and in any manner
whatsoever, find themselves in
enemy hands.” Con-trary to the
legal opinion of the Bush
Administration, there is no gap
be-tween conventions 111 and 1V,
no fis-sure into which prisoners
may fall unprotected by the law.

Other wartime conventions and
ar-ticles are examined by the
author as well, exposing still more
illegal practices. One of these is
"extraordi-nary rendition"'&send-
ing prisoners to other countries to
extract information using methods
that are inhumane and clearly
unlawful under our own con-stitu-
tion. Article 3 of the UN's Con-
vention against Torture says, "No
state party shall expel, return, or
ex-tradite a person to another
state where there are substantial
grounds for believing that s/he
would be in danger of being sub-
jected to torture.”" There have
been 200 such "rendi-tions" in the
last four years. The in-formation
gathered from Guantanamo and
from "extraordinary rendition"
sites was information used to
prove the case for war. It is wide-
ly recognized that the information
col-lected from inhumane interro-
gation and torture is unreliablez-
torture victims will say anything to
end pain and discomfort.

It Is important to note that only
five percent of the prisoners in
Camp Delta and at Bagram AFB
in Af-ghanistan were captured by
U.S. forces. The remaining 95%
were seized by the Northern
Alliance, Pakistani intelligence, or
Afghani warlords under unknown
circum-stances for bounty rewards
of $5,000 to $20,000. In impover-
ished nations where 72% of the
country live in ex-treme poverty

THANK YOU STUDENTS OF:

ST. PAUL =« DAMIEN =« BOSCO TECH

Every year in December, students from St. Paul, Damien, and Bosco Tech
Catholic High Schools walk 26 miles across the city of Los Angeles to raise
funds for the LACW Soup Kitchen. This year over 1,000 students participat-
ed in the walk, raising over $20,000. to feed the Skid Row poor. Much grati-
tude to all who participated.

John McNamee, a friend of the
Catholic Worker, has been an inner
city priest in Philadelphia for over
30 years. The following poem is
from Donegal Suite, his second
book of poetry. It is available
from Duford Editions, Inc.,
Chester Springs, PA 19425

CITY BUS

by JOHN McNAMEE

On boarding | admire the cour-
tesy of this working woman who
cradles the huge steering wheel as
ably as she does grandchildren off
somewhere in daycare.

while she is in and out of traffic
stopping starting waiting for old
people cautious about the high
step sidewalk to bus younger
women.

infants in tow searching handbags
for transit passes she is especially
patient at this stop when she fol-
lows me to the back of the bus
where with switches and levers

and seatbelts she transforms the
rear door into a lift for a battery-
driven wheelchair and anchors in
chair and passenger whom | hard-
ly noticed waiting with me on the
sidewalk.

With a vacant stare | read the back
pages of the newspapers of the
working poor wonder what music
on his headset moves the young
guy in work shoes beside me.

It pleases me to be here. | think
of Pascal out and about in a fancy
coach in Paris seeing the poor
slogging the muddy streets invent-
ing mass transportation.

Dying at his sister's mansion and
told he was not ill enough for
Viaticum he asked to be removed
to the poor house.

If he could not expire with Christ
in his heart then he would die in
Christ's

This bus would be a good place
to die.

on less than one U.S. dollar per
day, these bounty captures are
likely unreliable.

Former Secretary of War
Rumsfeld described the prisoners
as among the most dangerous,
vicious Killers on the face of the
earth and declared them "unlaw-
ful combatants™ who ""do not have
any rights under the Geneva
Convention {sic}." But senior
mili-tary officials have claimed
that as many as half of the prison-
ers at Camp Delta have "little to
no intelli-gence value.”
Furthermore, an un-known num-

ber of prisoners were in-nocent
"victims of circumstance," caught
up in the wrong place at the
wrong time. Three children, ages
ten, twelve, and thirteen at the
time of their capture, were
released in January 2004. Many of
the prisoners from Afghanistan
claim that their forced conscrip-
tion into the Taliban was the only
way to remain alive in the cruel
atmosphere of that regime.
Victims of the lethal ultimatums
of the Taliban, they now languish
in the harrowing conditions of
Camp Delta, with no access to

habeas corpus, ju-dicial process, or
legal representation.

Historically, the U.S. government
has criticized other countries for
their human rights abuses and
prided itself on being an outspo-
ken advocate for the fair treat-
ment and rights of all. Efforts to
maintain a moral leadership in the
international community are
essential to ensure that U.S. troops
not be mistreated in future con-
flicts. American participation is
needed to enable the U.S. to
invoke the conventions for the
protection of our nationals.
Senator John McCain, a POW in
Vietnam for seven years, proposed
an amendment regarding the
treatment of prisoners that the
Bush Administration initially chal-
lenged, but ultimately signed with
provisions to ignore any or all
parts of it.

In the meantime, Guantanamo
re-mains unchanged, an isolated
and in-sulated camp of interroga-
tion erected to extract information
from anyone whom the Bush
Administration deems an enemy
combatant in its perpetual an
enigmatic war on terror. The
crime of Guantanamo and the
spurious legal claims that have
propped it up must be collectively
denounced and unequivocally
stopped.

Former community member Brian
Buckley is an activist and carpen-
ter living in Virginia.

Lovell, Cont'd from p.3

inside the courthouse with only.
the names of a Guantanamo pris-
oner with which to identify them-
selves. For many, it was their first
arresteevidence that Hope indeed
is alive and well. o
Outside the U.S. Federal District
Court, 40 people representing
prison-ers, | among them, tried to
enter the court house for their day
in court. Denied access, we pro-
ceeded to block the entrance to
the building, which we held for
several hours. The rally that
unfolded outside included a read-
ing of the litany of Guantanamo
prisoners, a puppet show, and a
dem-onstration of water boarding.
Late that evening, the 89
activists arrested earlier in the day
emerged from the courthouse,
each carrying something amazing:
federal citations containing the
names of Guantanamo prisoners,
along with a date to appear in fed-
eral court. To our knowledge,
there had never before been a
protest inside the D.C. Federal
Court, and the D.C. Marshalls
were not prepared to process 89
people, let alone 89 people whose
only identity was that o
Guantanamo prisoners.
Therefore, the D.C. Marshalls
agreed to issue citations using the
names of the Guantanamo prison-
ers. It is a sym-bolic victory, to be
sure, as we've es-sentially been
guaranteed that those arrested
will not be charged. Never-the-
less, our group walked away from
the January 11 action knowing
that the names of some
Guantanamo pris-oners have
finally been registered with a U.S.
federal court. And we each
walked away having been reac-
quainted with our dearest of
friends, Hope. ]
Please consider making a con-
tribu-tion to www
witnesstorture.org and support the
amazing work they've ac-com-
lished In their effort to "'Shut
own Guantanamo.

Jarret Lovell is a professor at Cal
State Fullerton, a member of the
Or—an?e_ County Peace Coalition,
and a friend of the LACW.
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At Guantanamo tactics for information gathering include forcing a prisoner to stand with his
feet shackled to the floor and his hands cuffed together for more than forty hours.
He may be water-boarded or forced into coffin-like boxes, denied sleep for long periods etc

THE DEMON

by BRIAN BUCKLEY

Since January 2002, people from
around the world who are suspect-
ed of terrorism have been taken
to Guan-tanamo Bay's Camp
Delta, where the current adminis-
tration's policy is de-signed to iso-
late prisoners from the law and
from hope so as to create a des-
perate atmosphere from which in-
formation can be gathered rapidly.
Tactics at Guantanamo for infor-
ma-tion gathering include forcing
a pris-oner to stand with his feet
shackled to the floor and his
hands cuffed together for more
than forty hours. He may be
water-boarded, a technique that
produces the sensation of drown-
ing. Prisoners have been forced
into coffin-like boxes, denied sleep
for long periods, forced into cells
where they are alternately denied
all light and then put in brightly lit
rooms. Prolonged solitary con-
finement; exposure to extreme
temperatures, noise, and light; the
use of dogs; and techniques that
exploit religious beliefs or cause
intimidation and humiliation have
all been employed.

In February 2006, five independ-
ent U.N. experts released the
results of their eighteen-month
investigation of the prison at

Guantanamo. Because the -

Bush Administration

refused to let the egmie

U.N. ]
investigators £

speak to any pris- @G

oners, the report is based on inter-
views with a number of the 260
prisoners who have been released
or transferred from the base. The
report concluded that the simulta-
neous use of the authorized and
illegal interro-gation techniques
employed at Guantanamo was
tantamount to tor-ture. The high
standards of the law that apply to
U.S. citizens are no-where to be
found when treating for-eign
nationals. Thousands have been
held in detention centers in
Afghani-stan, Iraq, and Cuba,
among other places. "Black sites,"
which give the CIA broad power
to kill, capture, and detain sus-
pected al-Qaeda members contin-
ue to exist. This country has used
these lawless enclaves to prose-
cute its war on terror, but in so
doing we have become betrayers
of the lib-erty for which we once
stood. And since this "War on
Terror" was initi-ated, terror has
steadily increased.

Joseph Margulies is a human
rights lawyer who has represented
inmates at Guantanamo in federal
court and filed suits against
George Bush for his abuse of
power. His book, Guantanamo
and the Abuse of Presidential
Power, is a primer on the law that
is relevant to this issue and seem-
ingly irrelevant to the current
administration. Habeas corpus,
for example, is the long-standing
right that defendants have to force
the government to defend their
own in-carceration in court. By
jettisoning this "'safeguard of lib-
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WEARING THE BLACK HOODS AND
ORANGE JUMPSUITS OF GUANTANAMO

PRISONERS HUNDREDS MARCH TO CAST OUT

by JARRET LOVELL

ope reveals itself in the

most unlikely of ways, if not

in the most unlikely of
places. More times than not, hope
can be found not within the Halls
of Justice where proclamations of
inalienable rights are made to
those with the privilege to listen,
but on the courthouse steps where
the downtrodden live, sleep, and
continue to struggle for a mean-
ingful existence, never losing faith
in the ultimate %oodness of people
despite the existence of human-
made injus-tice.

It is surprising that Hope would
re-veal itself on the occasion of
the five-year mark since the first
prisoners (“'detainees" is a terrible
euphemism) were sent to
Guantanamo Prison
CampeaAmerica's shame on the
Cu-ban Bay. After all, five years
into the ubiquitous war on terror,
there re-main over 400 prisoner
still being held without access to
attorneys, without knowledge of
the charges brought against them,
and without any court date.
Worse, they are being subjected to
harsh conditions of confinement
and torture, and all of this under
the veil of secrecy. )
~ With the news media focusing
its attention upon this political
scandal or that, or whether we
have "enough' troops in the
Middle East, it appeared all but
forgotten that five years ago, the
U.S. government offered large
bounties ran?mg from $3.000 to
$25,000 to Afghani and Pakistani
citizens who agreed to hand over
known or suspected "terrorists"
with-out any proof of evidence,
resulting in an old-fashioned drag-
net that netted terrorists as young
as 12 years old.

But on January 11, Hope once

again revealed itself as people

ath-ered in our Nation's capitol
and around the world) to
demand that the Guantanamo
prisoners be put on trial or
released. On a blistering cold
D.C. morning, hundreds marched

e el W

Guantanamo Protest in Washington, DC

through the Washington streets
don-ning the iconic black hoods
and or-ange jumpsuits worn by the
victims of the war on terror, wind-
ing a path from the Capitol to the
Supreme court for a news confer-
ence, and ending at the U.S.
Federal District Court House.
During the procession of Guan-
tanamo prisoners throughout the
streets of D.C., activists entered
the court house to file Habeas
Corpus petitions and await the
arrival of the prisoners. After fil-
ing a_ motion with the Chief Judge,
activists gathered inside the atri-
um of the court house and began
reading the names of
Guantanamo prisoners. Many
dropped banners reading "'Shut
Down Guantanamo™ from the
balconies overlooking the atrium,
In total, 89 activists were arrested

Continued on page 6

OF GUANTANAMO

]

erty,” the ad-ministration has
tossed overboard a foundation of
law that has dictated legal practice
throughout our nation's history.
The Bush Administration claims
all the authority that could con-
ceivably flow to the executive
branch during a time of armed
con-flict, but accepts none of the
restric-tions. The result is
unchecked, al-most imperial
power: the power to define the
enemy, to act against this enemy
anywhere in the world, to im-
prison him indefinitely without
legal process and under any condi-
tions, and to prevent review of any
of these discretionary actions by
the courts. All of this power is
limited only by the president's
promise to exercise it wisely.
Nowhere is this power, and its
abuse, more evident than at
Guantanamo Bay.

For five years, the world has
been aware of insidious opera-
tions at Guantanamo. Margulies
has been one of the few steadfast
opponents of this makeshift camp
that is intention-ally situated on a

military base in a foreign country
with whom we are not at war.
This manufactured politi-
cal limbo inhibits
efforts to adjudi-
cate cases by blur-
ring jurisdiction. However, in
response to Margulies' unfailing
persistence, the Supreme Court
has ruled in favor of his
clients' right to be heard in court.
So as to avoid the legal arena that
would scrutinize and expose the
pernicious nature of the detention
policy, the government released
the inmates rep-resented and
dropped the non-existent charges.
There is no legal basis at all for
the existence of Camp Delta and
the treatment of its prisons. None
of the prisoners there have been
charged with a crime or granted
access to Habeas Corpus.

Nearly every country on the
planet has ratified the Geneva
Conventions, making it one of the
most widely en-dorsed interna-
tional treaties the world has ever
known. Margulies familiarizes
readers with conventions 111 and
IV that protect prisoners of war
and civilians respectively. The
third convention (GC I1I) allows
countries to detain combatants for
the duration of hostilities. Being a
sol-dier is not a (civil) crime and
deten-tion as a POW is not a pun-
ishment, it merely prevents the
prisoner from returning to hostili-
ties. For that rea-son, a person
held under the laws of war ordi-
narily has no right to insist he be
charged with an offense or
brought before a judge. He is a
military prisoner, not a criminal
de-fendant. This is not equivalent
to having no rights. The unmistak-
able purpose of the convention is
to pre-vent the military from mis-
treating people in their custody.
These lawful combatants "must at
all times be hu-manely treated’
and cannot be sub-jected to "acts
of violence or intimi-dation."

Continued on page 6
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